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B Y  T H E  J U D I CIARY COMMITTEEI N  THE H O U S E

CS FOR H O U S E  BILL NO. 24

IN  THE LEGISLATURE O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the conveyance of

p r o p e r t y . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 34.15.150 is amended to read:

Sec. 34.15.150. EXECUTION OF CONVEYANCES {DEEDSj. (a) 

A [DEED OR] conveyance executed in the state of land or a n  

interest in land in the state shall he [EXECUTED AND]

acknowledged before a Judge, clerk of the superior court, 

notary public, postmaster, or commissioner in the state or 

proved in accordance w i t h  secs. 210 or 220 of this c h a p t e r . 

The officer taking an [THE] acknowledgment shall endorse o n  

it a certificate of the acknowledgment of the [DEED OR] con-
?: |r|||

veyance and the date of making the acknowledgment.

(b) A [DEED OR] conveyance executed before March 12, 

19 53* in due form but w i t h o u t  two witnesses is validated, 

shall be received in evidence in all courts of the state, 

and is evidence of the title to the land or interest i n  land

against the grantor, his heirs and assigns.

* Sec. 2. AS 34.15.l60 is amended to read:

Sec. 34.15.l60. CONVEYANCES [DEEDS] EXECUTED O U TSIDE 

THE STATE. If a conveyance [DEED] is executed in a state,

territory, or district of the United States, the conveyance

[DEED] may be executed according to the lav/s of that state

territory, or district, and the e x e c u t i o n  of the conveyance
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[DEED] may be a c k n o w l e d g e d  b e f o r e  a Judge of a court of 

record, Justice of the peace, n o t a r y  public, o r  other o f f i c e r

authorized b y  t h e  laws o f  that state, territory, or d i s t r i c t
. . . . . .  .. _ . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . .

to take the a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  of conve y a n c e s  [DEEDS] or b e f o r e  

a c o m m i s s i o n e r  a p p o i n t e d  for t h a t  purpose.

* Sec. 3. AS 3 4 . 1 5 . 1 7 0  is a m ended to read:

Sec. 3 4.15.170. C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  A C K N O W L E D G M E N T .  (a) In 

a case p r o v i d e d  for i n  sec. 160 of this chapter, the c o n­

veyance [DEED] shall h a v e  attac h e d  to it a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  the 

clerk or o t h e r  c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c e r  of a c o u r t  of record o f  the 

county or d i s t r i c t  w h e r e  the a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  is taken, u n d e r

the seal of h i s  office, that

the p e r s o n  w hose name is s u b s c r i b e d  to the

certificate o f  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  is, at the d a t e  o f  the c e rtlfl

cate, the o f f i c e r  he is r ep re s e n t e d  to be in the certificate;

(2) he b e li e v e s  the sig na tu re  of the p erson s u b­

scribed to th e c e rt if i c a t e  is genuine;

(3) the convey an ce  [DEED] is e x e c u t e d  and a c k n o w l­

edged a c c o r d i n g  to the laws of the state, territory, or

district

The p r o v i s i o n s  of (a) of this s e c t i o n  do not apply 

a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  is t a k e n  before

(1) a commi s s i o n e r  appointed for that purpose;

(2) a n o t a r y  public certified u n d e r  his n o t a r i a l

where the

the c l e r k  of a court of r e c o r d  c e r t ified under

the seal of the court

* Sec. 4. AS 3 4 . 1 5 . l 8 0  is amended to read:

Sec. 34.15.180. E X E C U T I O N  A N D  A C K N O W L E D G M E N T  OF C O N
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V E Y A N C E  [DEED] I N  F O R E I G N  COUNTRY. If a conveyance [DEED] 

is executed in a f o reign country it may be executed a c c o r d i n g  

t o  the laws of that country and the execution of it a c k n o w l­

edged as p r o v i d e d  i n  AS 40.10 . 0 1 0  - 40.10.050.

* Sec. 5. AS 34.15.210(a) is amended to read:

(a) Proof o f  the execution of a conveyance m a y  be m a d e  

before a n  officer authorized to take acknowledgment of con­

veyances [DEEDS], and shall be made by a subscr i b i n g  witness, 

w h o  shall state his own place of residence and that he knows 

the p e r s o n  d e s c ribed in and executing the conveyance.

* Sec. 6. AS 3 4 . 1 5 . 2 2 0  is amended to read:

Sec. 34.15.220. PROOF OF CONVEYANCE [DEED] B Y  H A N D­

WRITING. W h e n  a g r a n t o r  is dead, out of the state, or r e f u s e r  

to acknowledge his conveyance [DEED], and all the s u b s c r i b i n g  

witnesses to the conveyance [DEED] are also dead or reside 

out of the state, the conveyance [DEED] m a y  be proved b e f o r e  

the superior court, b y  proving the handwriting of the g r a n t o r  

and of a s u b s c r i b i n g  witness to it.

* Sec. 7. AS 3 4 . 1 5 . 2 3 0  is amended to read:

Sec. 34.15.230. SUBPOENA OF WITNESS. An officer

authorized to take an acknowledgment or proof of conveyance 

[(EXCEPT A  C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF DEEDS)] may Issue a subpoena 

requiring a witness to a conveyance to appear and testify 

before the officer regarding the execution, u p o n  the a p p l i c a­

tion of a grantee, or of a p e r s o n  claiming under him, verified 

b y  the o a t h  of the applicant, setting out that

(1) the grantor Is dead, out of the state, or 

refuses to acknowledge his conveyance [DEED];

(2) a witness to the conveyance refuses to a p pear 
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and testify r e g a r d i n g  the e x e c u t i o n  of the conveyance [DEED]; 

and

(3) the conveyance cannot be proved w i t h o u t  the 

evidence of the witness.

* Sec. 8. AS 34.15.340(a) is amended to read:

(a) The following instruments m a y  be recorded in the 

office of the r e c o r d e r  of the recording district i n  which the 

land is located i n  the same m a n n e r  and w i t h  the same effect 

as a conveyance of land acknowledged, proved, or certified:

(1) a conveyance [PATENT] f r o m  the United States

of an estate or Interest in [FOR] land i n  the state;

(2) notice of a p e n d i n g  a c t i o n  affecting title to 

real estate;

(3) a Judgment of a court i n  the state requiring 

the execution o f  a conveyance of real estate in the state;

(4) a n  approved l i s t  of land granted to the state 

or to a corporation in the state;

(5) a conveyance executed b y  an officer of the 

state by a u t h ority of lav/ [OF LAND] i n  the statej_

(6) a n  exactly conformed c o p y  of a lease of con­

tract or option to purchase real p r o p e r t y  when the party 

certifies u n d e r  oath that the exactly conformed copy was 

received by h i m  in the course of the transaction, that the

original is n o t  in his possession and that the Instrument

offered for r ecordation is a n  exact d u p l i c a t e .

* Sec. 9. AS 3 4 . 1 5 . 3 5 0  is amended to read:

Sec. 34.15.350. DEFINITION. I n  secs. 260 - 350 of this 

chapter "conveyance" includes every Instrument i n  writing b y  

w h i c h  an estate or interest I n  real p r o p e r t y , including 
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royalty a n d  other Interests I n  minerals, is created, a l i e n­

ated, mortgaged or encumbered, or by w h i c h  the title t o  rea 

property Is affected, except a will.


