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A  BILL

"An A c t  giving v o ters the right to vote for 

candidates without regard to party affilia-

F o r  a n  Act entitled

tion in p r imary elections.

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  LEGISL A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 5 .2 5.OIO is repealed a n d  re-enacted to read

PROVISION F O R  PRIMARY ELECTION. Candi

dates for the elective state executive and state and national

legislative offices shall be n o m i nated in a p r imary e l e ction 

b y  direct vote of the people in the m a nner prescribed b y  this 

chapter.

* Sec. 2. A S  15.25.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 1 5 . 2 5 . 0 2 0 /  DATE OF P R I M A R Y . The [PARTY] p r i m a r y  

e l e c t i o n  [NOMINATION] is held on the Tuesday after the second 

Mo n d a y  in August in e v e r y  even n u m b e r e d  year.

* Sec. 3 . A S  1 5 .2 5.030^is amended to read:

Sec. 15.25.030. [REQUIREMENTS OF] DECLARATION OF [PARTY] 

CANDIDACY. A  member of a p o l i tical p a r t y  who seeks to become 

a candidate of the p a r t y  in the p r i m a r y  election [NOMINATION] 

shall execute and file a d eclaration of candidacy. The 

declar a t i o n  shall be executed u n d e r  oath before an officer
l i l l P

author i z e d  to take acknowledgments and shall state in s u b­

stance: (l) the full name of the candidate and the m a n n e r  

in w h i c h  he wishes his name to a p p e a r  on the ballot; (2 ) the 

full resident address of the candidate; (3 ) the full m a iling



(4) if the candidacy is for theaddress of the candidate

office of state senator or state representative, the election

or senate district of which the candidate is a resident; (5) 

the office for w h i c h  the candidate seeks nomination; (6 ) the 

name o f  the political party of which he is a candidate for 

nomination; (7) the date of the primary election [NOMINA­

TION] at which the candidate declares himself to be a  candi­

date; (8 ) that the candidate meets the specific residency 

requirements of the office for which he is a candidate; (9 ) 

that the candidate will meet the specific citizenship re­

quirements of the office for which he is a candidate; (1 0 ) 

that the candidate is a qualified voter as required b y  law;

(1 1 ) that the candidate will meet the specific age require­

ments of the office for which he is a candidate; (1 2 ) that 

the candidate if nominated a n d  elected will support the 

principles of the party he seeks to represent; (1 3 ) that the 

candidate requests that his name be placed on the [PARTY] 

p r i m a r y  election [NOMINATION] ballot; and (l4) that the 

required fee accompanies the declaration.

* Sec. 4. AS i 5 .2 5 .O60/is repealed and re-enacted to read:
Sec. 15.25.060. PREPARATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF BALLOTS 

The primary election ballot shall be prepared a n d  distributed 

by  the secretary of state in the manner prescribed for genera! 

e l e c t i o n  ballots except as specifically provided otherwise 

for the primary election. The secretary of state shall place 

the names of all candidates w h o  have p r o p e r l y  filed in groupd| 

according to offices filed for, without regard to p a r t y  af- I 

filiation. The names for each office shall be rotated as

p r o v i d e d  for the general election ballot. No blank spaces



shall be p r o v i d e d  o n  the ballot for the w r i t i n g  or p a s t i n g  in

spiel®
* Sec. 5. A S  i5 .2 5.O7O is repealed and r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 15.25.070. SPECIAL PROVISIONS O N  C O U N T I N G  BALLOTS. 

No voter m a y  vote for a person v/hose name is not on t h e  

ballot. Votes cast for a person whose name is not o n  t h e  

ballot shall not be counted, but writing in a  c a n d i d a t e’s 

name does not invalidate the entire ballot.

* Sec. 6. A S  1 5 .2 5.080^is repealed.

* Sec. 7. A S  i 5 .2 5.O9c K is amended to read:
Sec. 15.25.090. GENERAL PROCEDURE F O R  C O N D U C T  O F  

PRIMARY E L E C T I O N  [NOMINATION], Unless s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e d  

otherwise, all provisions regarding the c o nduct of t h e  genera; 

election shall g o v e r n  the conduct of the [PARTY] p r i m a r y  

election [NOMINATION], including, but not l i m ited to, p r o­

visions concer n i n g  voter qualification; p r o v i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  

the duties, powers, rights, and obligations of the s e c r e t a r y  

of state, of other election officials, and of cities a n d

organized boroughs; provision for n o t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  e l e c­

tion; provis i o n s  regarding payment of e l e c t i o n  e x p e n s e s ;  p r o­

visions regarding employees being allowed time from w o r k  to 

vote; provis i o n s  for the counting, canvassing, and c e r t i f i c a­

tion o f  returns; provisions for the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t i e  vote* 

and of recount, contests and appeal; and p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  a b­

sentee voting and the use of voting machines.

* Sec. 8 . A S  i 5 .2 5. H O  is amended to read:

ft-;.
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Sec. i5 .2 5. H O .  FILLING VACANCIES B Y  P A R T Y  P E T I T I O N

If a candidate nominated at the [PARTY] p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  

[NOMINATION] dies, withdraws, resigns, b e c o m e s  d i s q u a l i f i e d

r »«—w w i m i
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L E G IS L A T U R E
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from h o l d i n g  o f f i c e  for w h i c h  he is nominated, or is certi- 

fled a s  b e i n g  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  in the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  this 

s e c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  p r i m a r y  election [NOMINATION] and 1 0  days 

or m o r e  b e f o r e  the g e n e r a l  election, the v a c a n c y  m a y  be 

filled b y  p a r t y  p e t i t i o n .  The c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e  of any 

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o r  a n y  p a r t y  district c o m m i t t e e  m a y  certify 

as b e i n g  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  a n y  candidate n o m i n a t e d  b y  their r e­

spective p a r t y  b y  p r e s e n t i n g  to t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of state a s w o r  

s t a t e m e n t  m a d e  b y  a  p a n e l  of three l i c e n s e d  physicians, not 

more t h a n  t w o  o f  w h o m  s h a l l  be of the same p o l i t i c a l  party, 

that t h e  c a n d i d a t e  is p h y s i c a l l y  o r  m e n t a l l y  incapacitated t o  

a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  in h i s  judgment p r e v e n t  the candidate 

from a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  d u r i n g  the t e r m  of o f f i c e  if elected. T h e  

s e c r e t a r y  of state s h a l l  p lace the name o f  the p e r s o n  n o m i n­

ated b y  p a r t y  p e t i t i o n  o n  the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  ballot or, if 

the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t  has b e e n  p r e p a r e d ,  the s e c r e t a r y  

of s t a t e  o r  the e l e c t i o n  officials d i r e c t e d  b y  the s e c r etary 

of state s h a l l  p r e p a r e ,  print, a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  a sufficient 

n umber of g u m m e d  labels o r  stickers b e a r i n g  the name of the 

c a n d i d a t e  to fill the v a c a n c y  to e a c h  v o t i n g  precinct w i t h  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  that the e l e c t i o n  judges s h a l l  place one of t h e  

s t i ckers o r  labels o n  the a p propriate p l a c e  o n  each ballot 

before t h e  b a l l o t  is h a n d e d  to the voter. The name of a 

ca n d idate d i s q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  shall not a p p e a r  o n  

the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  ballot.


