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B Y  SENATORS McNEALY A N D  HARRISONIN THE SENATE

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 44

I N  T H E  LEGISLATURE OP THE S T A T E  OP ALASKA

THIRD LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

the Convention for H i g h  Seas 

Fisheries of the N o r t h  Pacific

Ocean

B E  IT RESOLVED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OP ALASKA

WHEREAS, the salmon resources of the State of Alaska support 

historic subsistence, commercial and sports fisheries; and

WHEREAS, these fisheries are vital to the economy of the 

State of Alaska and the United States and to the sustenance a n d

enjoyment of t h e i r  citizens; and

WHEREAS, these fisheries are managed by the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  

under domestic law and regulation to the end that the resources 

shall be perpetuated while yielding the maximum sustainable h a r -

WHEREAS, the salmon resources may be managed o n  a sustained 

yield basis only when management may select the b rood stocks 

according to qualitative as well as quantitative standards; a n d  

WHEREAS, such management practices are made possible by t h e  

immutable laws of nature which provide f o r  the d i v i s i o n  of the 

stocks into their divers races In the territorial w a t e r s  of t h e
m m

State of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska alone has the Jurisdiction o v e r  

the salmon in its territorial waters, does not yield to any o t h e r  

government its paramount authority in this matter, a n d  does n o t  

recognize that any other governments may diminish Its special and



unique o b l i g a t i o n  to all mankind to manage these s a l m o n  so that 

the m a x i m u m  s u s t ained y i e l d  may be harvested; and

WHEREAS, there exists b e t w e e n  the governments of the United 

States, C a n a d a  and J a p a n  a n  international c o n v e n t i o n  u n d e r  w h i c h  

a semblance o f  legality may be ascribed to the Japanese h i g h  

seas fishery b a s e d  u p o n  the s a lmon stocks of W e s t e r n  Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of J a p a n  has denounced the principle 

of a b s t e n t i o n  to which Alaskans h a d  looked for a favorable s o l u­

tion to the m a n a g e m e n t  p r oblem created by the Japanese h i g h  seas 

fishery, and further, has asked for the r e n e g o t i a t i o n  of the C o n­

vention w i t h  the result that meetings have b e e n  held in Washi n g t o n  

and Tokyo a n d  another is scheduled for O ttawa this spring;

B E  IT RESOLVED, in order to provide f o r  the c o n s e r v a t i o n  of 

the salmon r e s o u r c e s  of W e s t e r n  Alaska, for their u s e  i n  c o n s o n­

ance with the principles of m a x i m u m  sustained yield, to avert 

economic d i s a s t e r  to the once g reat salmon industry i n  B r i s t o l  Bay, 

and to p r ovide for the continued p r o t e c t i o n  of the other s a l m o n  

resources of Alaska, the Legislature of the State o f  A l a s k a  makes 

the following d e c l a r a t i o n s :

1. That net or long line salmon fisheries o n  the high 

seas are opposed.

2. That the principle of sustainable h a r v e s t  should be 

Integrated i n  the terms of any t r e a t y  negotiated at Ottawa, Canada 

and be it

FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that copies of this r e s o l u t i o n  be sent to

the Honorable D e a n  Rusk, Secretary of State; the H o n o r a b l e  Stewart

L. Udall, S e c r e t a r y  of the Interior; the Honorable Clare n c e  F

Pautzke, C o m m i s s i o n e r  of Fish and Game, D epartment of the Interior

and the m e m b e r s  of the Alaska Delegation I n  Congress

l i t


