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I N  THE S E N A T E B Y  T H E  RULES C O M M I T T E E

SENATE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  2 0  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A LASKA 

T H I R D  LEGISL A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to a n  analysis o f  a 

p r o p o s e d  s e v e r a n c e  t a x  o n  fish 

a n d  f i s h e r i e s  produots.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE SENATE, THE H O U S E  OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  

CONCURRING:

WHEREAS, Senate B i l l  No. 17 4 a n d  Senate B i l l  No. 3^, w h i c h  

provide for a severance t a x  o n  fish a n d  f i s h e r i e s  products 

severed, taken, o r  l a n d e d  in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  has b e e n  s u b­

mitted to the L e g i s l a t u r e  for its consi d e r a t i o n ;  and

WHEREAS, the p r e s e n t  fish processors' t a x  d i s c r i m i n a t e s  in 

the rate o f  t a x ation o n  the basis o f  p a r t i c u l a r  forms o f  p r o c e s­

sing; and

WHEREAS, the p r e s e n t  fish processors' t a x  m a y  o n l y  b e  

imposed u p o n  p r o c e s s i n g  activities w h i c h  t a k e  place w i t h i n  the 

State of Alaska, creating loopholes for f r e e z e r  Bhips a n d  fishing 

boats to remove fish f r o m  Alaska to other J u r i s d i c t i o n s  f o r  p r o­

cessing without p a y i n g  a n y  tax o n  the fish taken; and

WHEREAS, the state is p r e s e n t l y  losing s ubstantial amounts 

of revenue f r o m  such removal for o u t - o f - s t a t e  p r o c e s s i n g  o r  use; 

and

WHEREAS, a severance tax w o u l d  reach t h r o u g h  the p r o c e s s o r

I
 o r  fish b u y e r  all f i s h  taken o r  l anded in A l aska; and

WHEREAS, the n e e d  for, purposee, and I m p a c t  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  

severance tax should be made k n o w n  to the L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  the 

p u blic before consideration;
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislative Council analyze Senate 

Bill No. 174 and Senate Bill No. 34 and prepare an analysis of the 

proposed bill* and report any reoommendatlons for ohange in the 

bill to the Legislature on or by the date It reconvenes In 

January of 1964. The Council shall direct speclflo attention to 

determining the extent of revenues presently being lost through 

the removal of fish from Alaska for processing or use* and the 

reasonableness of the present differential In tax rates among 

various classes of fish processors.
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