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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 8 / 6 3
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

RULES COMMITTEE
IN THE SENATE BY REQU E ST  OP THE GOV ER N OR

SENATE B I L L  NO. 158 

IN THE LE G ISLATURE OP T H E  STATE OP ALASKA 

T H I R D  L EG IS L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION 

A B I L L

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act c reating a Department of Highways;

and p r o v i d i n g  for an effective date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L EG IS L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 44 .1 5. 0 10  is amended to read:

Sec. 44.15.010. OFFICES A ND D E P A R T M E N T S . There are in 

the state government the following pr in cipal offices and

d e p a r t m e n t s :

(1) Office of the Governor

(2) Department of Administration

(3) Department of Law

(4) Department of Revenue

(5) Department of Education

(6) Department of Health and V/elfare

(7) D epartment of Labor

(8) Department of Commerce

(9) Department of Military Affairs

(1 0 ) D epartment of Natural Resources

(1 1 ) D epartment of Pish and Game

(1 2 ) Department of Public Safety

(13) Department of Public Works

(14) Department of Economic Development

(15) D epartment of Highways

* Sec. 2. AS 44 is a m e n d e d  by adding a new chapter to read:

C H A P T E R  44. DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
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Sec. 44.44.010. C O MM IS SI ON ER  OF HIGHWAYS. The 

p ri ncipal executive o f f i c e r  of the D epartment of Highways 

is t he commissioner of highways.

Sec. 44.44.020. G E N E R A L  POWERS A N D  DUTIES O F  DEPARTMENT 

The Department of Highways is charged w it h (l) the dut:i .F: 

inv o lv ed  in t h e  construction, maintenance, and o p e r a t io n of 

state highways, roads, bridges, traffic signs and signals, 

and o t h e r  like facilities; and (2) the supervision and main­

tenance of a ll state a utomotive and me ch an ic al  equipment 

excluding aircraft and vessels.

Sec. 44.44.030. CONTRACTS FOR DESIG N A N D  ENGINEERING 

SERVICES. If it is not feasible for the staff of the Depart­

ment of Hig hw ay s to p e r f o r m  design and engineering services 

or surveys, t h e  commissioner m a y  contract with a private 

engineering f i r m  for d e s i g n  and engineering services o r  

surveys on a negotiated basis after reasonable public notice 

is given. T h e  prices submitted or ne go t i a t e d  shall be avail­

able for p u b l i c  Inspection upon request.

* Sec. 3. AS 44.43.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 44.43.020. G E N E RA L POWERS A N D  DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT. 

The Department of Public Works Is charged with (l) the duties 

involved in t he construction, maintenance, and o p eration of 

state [HIGHWAYS,] ferries, [ROADS, BRIDGES, TRAFFIC SIGNS AND 

SIGNALS,] airports, docks, floats, breakwaters, buildings, 

a n d  similar facilities; and (2) the supervision and m a i n ­

tenance of a l l  state [EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING] aircraft and [,] 

v esse ls  [, A N D  AUTOMOTIVE AND M E C H A N I C A L  EQUIPMENT] e xcept 

vess el s used by the Department of Fish and Gam e .

* Sec. 4. AS 19.05.130(1) is amended to read:



(1) "commissioner'1 mean3 the commissioner of 

hig h wa ys  [PUBLIC WORKS];

Sec. 5* AS 19.05.130(5) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(5) "department" means t h e  Department of Highways 

[PUBLIC WORKS];

Sec. 6. AS 28 . 05.010 is amended t o  read:

Sec. 28.05.010. POWERS A N D  D U T I E S  OF C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF 

HIGHWAYS [PUBLIC WORKS]. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h i g hw a ys  

[PUBLIC W OR KS J has the following p o w e r s  and duties:

(1) to adopt and d e s i g n a t e  a u n i f o r m  s t a n d a r d  for 

t he manufacture, display, e r e c t i o n ^  and loc a ti on  of a l l  signs 

signals, signboards, guidepostsx  a n d  other t r a f f i c  devices 

necessary t o  the safe and orderly guidance of traffic;

(2) to erect and m a i n t a i n  upon the p u b li c  h i g h w a y s  

such signs a n d  other devices he considers necessary;

(3) to designate m a i n - t r a v e l e d  ro ad s a nd h i g h w a y s  

as a rt er i a l  highways as appears to him necessary;

(4) to order a public r o a d  or highway, or p o r t i o n  

of it, c l o s e d  entirely or c l o s e d  as to cert ai n classes of 

vehicles w h e n  for any  reason the use or c o n t i n u e d  use of it 

would cause damage or be d a n g e r o u 3  to t r a f f i c ^  or when it Is 

being constructed, altered, r e p a i r e d ^  or m a i n t a i n e d  in such 

a manner as to require r e s t r i c t i o n  of traffic; w h e n e v e r  

p racticable, reasonable notice of an order c l o s in g or r e­

stricting a road or highway s h a l l  be given to the t r a v e l i n g  

public b e f o r e  the order becom es  effective.

Sec. 7. AS 28.05.020 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 28.05.020. AUT HO R IT Y OF C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF H I G H W A Y S  

[PUBLIC WORKS] TO A D O P T  RULES A N D  REGULATIONS. The



c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  highways [PUBLIC WORKS ]  may a d o p t  r u l e s  and 

r e g u l a t i o n s

(1) p r e v e n t i n g  the restriction, o b s t r u c t i o n ,  or 

s t o p pa ge  of n o r m a l  traffic u p o n  any r o a d  or highway;

(2) p r o h i b i t i n g  a person f r o m  c o m m i t t i n g  a wilful 

or c a r e l e s s  a c t  causing I n j u r y  or d a m a g e  t o  a road, highway,

trail, or b r i d g e  [OR FERRY];

(3) g o v e r n i n g  t h e  size, w e i g h t y  a n d  load limits of 

all v e h i cl es  o p e r a t i n g  u p o n  [THE] p u b l i c  r o a d s ^  [AND] high- 

waysx  or [USING THE] b r i d g e s ^  [AND F E R R I E S , ] i n c l u d i n g  the 

i s s u a n c e  or w i t h h o l d i n g  of special p e r m i t s  f o r  e x c e s s i v e  

sizes, w e i g h t s ^  a n d  loads; limiting or p r e s c r i b i n g  conditions 

of o p e r a t i o n  o f  vehicles w h e n  n e c e s s a r y  to a s s u r e  against 

u ndue damage t o  the road foundations, s u r f a c e s ^ o r  structures; 

and p r e s c r i b i n g  fees for special pe rmits.

* Sec. 8. AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 5 0  is amend e d to read:

Sec. 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 5 0 .  D E P A R T M E N T  OF P UB LI C S A F E T Y  T O  PUBLISH

RULES A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S  A M D  LAV/S R E L A T I N G  T O  V E H I C L E S .  The

D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  shall p u b l i s h  i n  p a m p h l e t  form

the r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  adopted u n d e r  a u t h o r i t y  of secs.

10 - 5 0 of t h i s  chapter, traffic laws g o v e r n i n g  the operation

of m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  driver's licensing and m o t o r  v e h ic le

l i c e n s i n g  a nd d e a l e r  laws, and a c c i d e n t  r e p o r t i n g  a n d  safety

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  statutes. These rules, r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and laws

shall be d i s t r i b u t e d  free of charge to the m o t o r i n g  public

t h r o u g h  o f f i c e r s  or a g e n c i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  the purpose. The

cost of p r o d u c i n g  the p a m p hl et s  s h a l l  be j o i n t l y  s h a r e d  by 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of Highways [PUBLIC WORKS], the De pa r tm en t of

Revenue, and  t h e  Department of P u b l i c  Safety.
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* Sec. 9. AS 28.30.010 Is a m e n de d  to r e a d :

Sec. 28.30.010. DUTY OP PEACE O F F I C E R S  T O  REPORT AND

DELIVER AE A ND ON ED  VEHICLES. A peace officer f i nd in g  an 

abandoned vehicle anywhere in the s t a t e  shall r e p o r t  it to 

the Department of Highways [PUBLIC W O R K S ] .  He sh al l  deliver 

it into the custody of the offi ce r l n  charge of the state 

police in the judicial district where it is found.

* Sec. 10. AS 09.55*290(l) is amended t o  read:

(l) a fee 3lmple, w h e n  t a k e n  for p u b l i c  buildings 

or grounds, or for permanent buildings, for reservo ir s  and

dams and permanent flooding o c c a s i o n e d  by them, or for an

outlet f or a flow, or a place for the deposit of debris or 

tailings of a mine, or when, in the j udgment of the D e p a r t­

ment of Public Works or the D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s , a fee 

simple is necessary for any of the p u r p o s e s  f o r  which the 

department, on behalf of the state, is a u t h o r i z e d  by law to

acquire real property by cond em na t io n;

* Sec. 11. AS 44.19 .3 d O is amend ed  t o  read:

Sec. 44.19.360. COMPOSITION. T h e  State Geographic 

Board consists of the dir ec to r of t h e  Local Affa i rs  Agency, 

the curator of the state museum, the state histori c al  

librarian, the commissioner of the D e p a r t m e n t  of Highways 

[PUBLIC WORKS], the commissioner of the De pa r t m e n t  of Natural 

Resources, the commissioner of the De pa rt m e n t  of Education, 

the di re ct o r of the d ivision of lands, [THE D I R E C T O R  OP T H E  

DIVISION OP HIGHWAYS,] a n d  one o t h e r  person appointed by the 

governor.

* Sec. 12. AS 44.19.410(4) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(4) the commissioner of h i g hways [PUBLIC WORKS];
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* Sec. 13. AS 44.74.010 is amended to read:

Sec. 44.74.010. WORKING C A P I T A L  FUND. A  working capital 

fund is established in the state treasury for the use of the 

Department of Highways [PUBLIC W O R K S ] .

* Sec. 14. AS 44.74.040 is amended to read:

Sec. 44.74.040. RECORDS OF WORKING CAPITAL FUND. The

Department of Highways [PUBLIC WORKS] shall maintain cost 

accounting records showing the income and expenses of the 

fund. The department shall submit a report on the operation 

of the fund to the governor and the legislature at the time 

of submission of the departmental budget.

* Sec. 15. This Act takes e ffect on the d a y  a f t e r  its pass a ge

a nd ap proval or on the day it becom es  law w i t h o u t  such approval.
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