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B Y  M E S S R S .  G R A V E L ,  J O S E P H S O N  
W H I T E ,  B O A R D M A N  A N D  R A D E RIN T H E  H O U S E

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 17

I N  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OP THE S T A T E  OP  A L A S K A

T H I R D  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  t o  a s t u d y  o n  t h e  r e ­

v i s i o n  o f  the s t a t e  c r i m i n a l  code

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  H O U S E  O P  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ,  T H E  S E N A T E  C O N

C U R R I N G

W H E R E A S ,  since s t a t e h o o d  the f o r m a l  r e v i s i o n  o f  the l a w s  of

the s t a t e  i n  g e n e r a l  and the t o p i c a l  s u b s t a n t i v e  r e v i s i o n  o f  

s p e c i a l  a r e a s  of l a w  ha v e  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  the c r i m i n a l  law, w h i c h  is o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n  to 

the c i t i z e n s  and s t a t e  and l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  h a s  n o t  b e e n  g i v e n  j 

a g e n e r a l  r e v i e w  s i n c e  it was first a p p l i e d  to t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  ! 

A l a s k a  i n  1899; and

W H E R E A S ,  this v i t a l  b o d y  of law is i n  c o n s t a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  to 

or b y  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s  and s t ate a n d  l o c a l  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  

the b e n c h  a n d  bar, a n d  others, but it h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  l i t t l e  o r  

only p i e c e m e a l  a t t e n t i o n  as t o  its e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  t i m e l i n e s s ,  and 

u s e f u l n e s s  i n  terms of  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  needs; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d i n g  to c o n s i d e r  s p e c i a l  a r e a  r e v i e w  or 

a g e n e r a l  r e v i s i o n  o f  the c r i m i n a l  c o d e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w o u l d  

r e q u i r e  t h a t  the s u b j e c t  b e  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  s t u d i e s  w i t h  t h e  

c o u n s e l  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  of p e r s o n s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  

in  a n d  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  c r i m i n a l  l a w  a d m i n i s­

tration, e n f o r c e m e n t  and a d j u d i c a t i o n ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  th a t  the L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  is d i r e c t e d  t o

i n i t i a t e  a  m a j o r  s t u d y  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  a t h o r o u g h  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  

n e e d  a n d  m e t h o d  f o r  a g e n e r a l  t o p ical r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  law
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and procedure of the state using as a basic guide the Model Penal
, ■

Code developed by the American Law Institute and as a basis for 

discussion and consultation with state agencies Including the

Department of Law, the Department of Public Safety, the Youth and
'

Adult Authority, the Judicial Council, Justices, Judges, and
•.-X'V . • ■ •' •••'•XXXV'X.
magistrates, appropriate local government agencies, the Alaska 

State Bar Association, the Alaska State Medical Association, and 

individuals of professional or community standing who may wish 

to contribute the benefit of their knowledge and experience to

the study effort. The Legislative Council Is to give this subject
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Its priority attention during 1964 and submit a preliminary re- 

port with recommendations to the Legislature ln 1965 and a final 
report and proposed legislation ln 1 9 6 6 . • --W qx-
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