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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA 

T H I R D  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  Act entitled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of

e m b a l m i n g  and f u n e r a l  directing, a n d  p r o­

v i d i n g  a  p e n a l t y  f o r  v i o l a t i o n ;  a n d  p r o­

vi d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  date."

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 8 . 4 4 . 0 1 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  t o  read:

Sec. 08.44.010. R E G U L A T I O N S  O F  E M B A L M E R S  A N D  F U N E R A L

D I R E C T O R S .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  and w e l f a r e  s h a l l  p r o­

vid e  r e g u l a t i o n s  for t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of the p u b l i c  health, 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  m i n i m u m  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of p e r s o n s  w h o  m a y  

p r a c t i c e  and t h e  s t a n d a r d s  for the p r a c t i c e  of (l) embalming, 

i n c l u d i n g  the p r e p a r a t i o n  of h u m a n  b o d i e s  for shipment, and 

(2 ) f u n e r a l  d i r e c t i n g .

* Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 4 4  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  new s e c t i o n s  t o  read: 

Sec. 08.44.020. L I C E N S I N G ,  (a) R e g u l a t i o n s  i s s u e d

u n d e r  sec. 10 of this c h a p t e r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  

of a license b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  to a 

p e r s o n  q u a l i f i e d  to p r a c t i c e  e m b a l m i n g .  However, i f  no 

l i c e n s e d  e m b a l m e r  is w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  o f  a 

nity, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  m a y  i s s u e  a  

p e r m i t  for t h e  p r a c t i c e  of embalming, i n c l u d i n g  the 

t i o n  o f  h u m a n  b o d i e s  f o r  shipment, t o  a p e r s o n  i n  t h e
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( b )  R eg u la tion s  lBsued under s e c .  10 o f  t h is



shall p r o v i d e  for t h e  issuance of a l i cense by the commis- 

sioner o f  health a n d  welfare to a p e r s o n  q u a l ified to prac- 

tice f u n e r a l  d irecting. However, if n o  licensed funeral 

d i r e c t o r  is within a r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  of a n y  community, 

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  welfare m a y  issue a permit for 

the p r a c t i c e  of f u n e r a l  d i r e c t i n g  to a person i n  the 

c ommunity.

Sec. 08.44.030. PENALTIES, (a) A  p e r s o n  w h o  violates

a r e g u l a t i o n  issued under sec. 10 of this c h a p t e r  is g u i l t y

•of a misdemeanor.

(b) A person w h o  e n g a g e s  in the practice of embalming 

or f u n e r a l  directing, or w h o  holds h i m s e l f  out as an 

e m b a l m e r  or f u neral director, without h aving f i r s t  secured a 

license o r  permit a s  p r o vided In sec. 2 0  of t h i s  chapter is 

g u i l t y  o f  a m i s demeanor.

Sec. 08.44.040. EXCLUSIONS. T h i s  chapter does n o t  

a p p l y  t o  the state, its i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  and p o l i tical s u b­

div i s i o n s  or any o f  their employees w h o  p e r f o r m  embalming

and f u n e r a l  d i r e c t i n g  in t h e  course of their employment.

Sec. 08.44.050. DEFINITIONS. As used i n  this chapter

(1 ) "embalmer" m e a n s  a p e r s o n  engaged in the p r o­

fe s s i o n  o r  b u s i n e s s  of disinfecting, p r e s e r v i n g  or preparing 

for d i s p o s a l  or t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  dead h u m a n  bodies;

(2) " f u n e r a l  director" m e a n s  a p e r s o n  engaged in 

the p r o f e s s i o n  o r  b u s iness of conduc t i n g  funerals and s u p e r­

vis i n g  o r  d i r e c t i n g  the b u r i a l  and disposal o f  dead h u m a n  

b o d i e s .

* Sec. 3. This A c t  takes effect on September 1, 1 9 6 3 .
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