
IN THE SENATE BY SENATORS QREIMANN ANT WALSH

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 47 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SECOND LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION

R e la t in g  t o  th e  a b o l i t io n  o f  th e  B u reau  

o f  In d ia n  A f f a i r s .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA IN 

SECOND LEGISLATURE, SECOND SESSION ASSEMBLED:

WHEREAS, i t  i s  a  te n e t  o f  Am erican  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  governm ent 

th a t  no man i s  to  be t r e a t e d  by h is  governm ent b e t t e r  o r  w orse  

than  any o th e r  man, but th a t  th e  governm ent has th e  p o s i t iv e  d u ty  

to  t r e a t  a l l  men e q u a l ly ;  and

WHEREAS, th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  f o r e ig n  p o l i c y  i s  and f o r  many 

y e a rs  has been to  encourage  a s  s t r o n g ly  a s  p o s s ib le  th e  n a t io n s  

w ith  w hich i t  d e a ls  t o  p ro v id e  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  w ith  e q u a l t r e a t ­

ment, a t  le a s t  in s o f a r  a s  g overnm enta l a c t io n  i s  co n ce rn e d ; and  

WHEREAS, th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  Supreme C o u rt has d e c id e d  th a t  

sep ara te  f a c i l i t i e s  p ro v id e d  by th e  governm ent —  even though  

th o se  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  e q u a l t o  o r  s u p e r io r  in  q u a l i t y  to  o th e r  

f a c i l i t i e s  —  c o n s t it u t e  a  d e n ia l  o f  e q u a l p r o t e c t io n  o f  th e  law s  

under th e  F o u rte e n th  Amendment to  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s  C o n s t it u t io n ;  

and

WHEREAS, th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent, th ro u g h  th e  Departm ent o f  

J u s t ic e  and th e  f e d e r a l  r e g u la t o r y  a g e n c ie s ,  th ro u g h  e x e c u t iv e  

o rd e rs  and e x e c u t iv e  s tu d y  com m ittees, th rou g h  c o u r t  d e c is io n s  

and th rou g h  l e g i s l a t i o n  and l e g i s l a t i v e  I n v e s t ig a t io n ,  i s  e n fo r c ­

in g  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  m andates a g a in s t  s e g re g a t io n  i n  f e d e r a l  and  

s ta te  governm ental p o l i c i e s ;  and

V/HEREAS, b o th  m ajor n a t io n a l p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  have 
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1 a d vo ca te d  a n  end to  f e d e r a l  and s t a t e  g o v e rn m e n ta l s e g re g a t io n ;

2 and

3 WHEREAS, th e  B u reau  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  I s  a c t i v e l y  engaged
«4 I n  a  p o l i c y  o f  s e g re g a t io n  .In t h e  s t a t e s  ln  w h ic h  i t  o p e r a te s ,  as

5 I s  shown b y  th e  s e p a r a te ,  e x c lu s iv e  s c h o o ls ,  h o s p i t a l s  and

6 h e a lt h  an d  w e lfa re  p rogram s i t  o p e r a t e s ;  and

7 WHEREAS, th e  B u reau  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  seem s in t e n t  on  p e r -

8 p e tu a t in g  r a t h e r  th a n  e n d in g  i t s  s e g r e g a t io n  p o l i c y ,  a s  i s  shown

9 b y  i t s  b u d g e t in g  $350,000 to  b u i l d  a  s e g re g a te d  h ig h  s c h o o l w ith

10 1 b o a rd in g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  F a ir b a n k s ,  and i t s  b u d g e t in g  to  b u i l d

11 I o th e r  s e g re g a te d  f a c i l i t i e s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  s t a t e ;  and

12 I WHEREAS, the  L e g is la t u r e  i s  aw are o f  and commends t h e  n e c e s -

13 s a r y  h u m a n ita r ia n  p u rp o se  o f  th e  B u re a u  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  when

14 i t  b u i ld s  p u b l ic  h o u s in g  and s u p p l ie s  needed  e d u c a t io n  a n d  h e a lth

15 1 s e r v ic e s ,  o b je c t in g  o n ly  to  i t s  s e g r e g a t io n  p o l i c y ;

16 I BE I T  RESOLVED b y  th e  L e g is la t u r e  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  in

17 j Second L e g is la t u r e ,  Second S e s s io n  assem b le d  t h a t  th e  s e g r e g a t i

18 | p o l i c y  o f  th e  Bureau o f  In d ia n  A f f a i r s  be condem ned; and be I t

18 I FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  i t  i s  th e  co n se n su s  o f  th e  L e g is la t u r e

20 H o f  the  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  th a t  th e  B u re a u  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  s h o u ld ,

21 o v e r  th e  n e x t  15 y e a r s ,  expend a l l  i t s  e f f o r t s  to w ard  in t e g r a t in g

22 N a t iv e  p o p u la t io n s  in t o  t h e i r  n e ig h b o r in g  co m m u n it ie s , so  t h a t ,. !

23 a t  th e  e n d  o f  th a t  p e r io d ,  th e  B u re a u  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  may be

24 a b o lis h e d  w ith o u t d e tr im e n t  t o  a n y  p e rs o n ; and  be i t

25 1 FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  r e s o lu t i o n  be s e n t  to

th e  H o n o ra b le  John F .  Kennedy, P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ;

th e  H o n o ra b le  Lyndon B . Jo h n so n , V ic e - P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d

S ta t e s ;  t h e  H onorab le  John W. M cCorm ack, S p e a k e r  o f  th e  House o f  

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ;  th e  A la s k a  D e le g a t io n  t o  C o n g re s s ;  th e  H o n o rab le  
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R o b e rt P . Kennedy, A t t o r n e y  G e n e ra l o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ;  th e  

H o n o ra b le  S te w a rt L .  U d a l l ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  I n t e r io r ;  an d  th e  

H o n o ra b le  P h i l le o  N ash , C o m m iss io n e r o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s .
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