
IN T H E  SENATE BY SENATORS OWEN, ENGSTROM AND HOPSON

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 46 

I N  T H E  LEGISLATURE OP T H E  STATE OP ALASKA 

SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to the gradual withdrawal 

of the Bureau o f  Indian Affaire 

f r o m  Alaska.

B E  IT R E S OLVED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OP T H E  STATE OP ALASKA IN 

LEGISLATURE, S E C O N D  SESSION ASSEMBLED:

WHEREAS, all the people of Alaska are and m u s t  be one in 

t h e i r  striving for maturity as citizens of a sovereign state;

V/HEREAS, a serious divisive force in the political and 

life of the S t a t e  of Alaska is the continuance of the p r o g r a m  of 

race segre g a t i o n  emanating from the policy and p r o g r a m  of the 

B u r e a u  of I n d i a n  Affairs; and

V/HEREAS, the general program of the Bureau has been 

accomplished a n d  its continuance beyond the immediate future 

w o u l d  only p e r p e t u a t e  its segregationist policies in the Interest 

of p e r p e t u a t i n g  a bureaucracy w h i c h  is outliving its original 

purpose; and

WHEREAS, the state can and should gradually assume the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of any meritorious portions of the program now 

b e i n g  carried o u t  by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Alaska;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the Legislature of the State of Alaska 

in Second Legislature, Second Session assembled, that the 

Secretary o f  t h e  Interior is respectfully requested to 

a p r o g r a m  f o r  the gradual withdrawal of the Bureau of 

Affairs f r o m  Alaska over the next 15 years to t h e  end 

all citizens o f  Alaska m a y  live and be treated as first 
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c i t i z e n s  o f  a so v e re ig n  s t a t e  and n ot th e  wards o r  pawns o f  

a b u re a u cra cy  w h ich  m a in ta in s  i t s e l f  by k ee p in g  i t s  ch arg es in  

a dependent and s e c o n d -c la s s  s ta tu s ;  and be i t

FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  be s e n t  to  

th e  H onorab le  John F .  Kennedy, P re s id e n t  o f  the U n it e d  S t a t e s ;  

th e  H onorab le  S tew art L .  U d a l l ,  S e c r e ta r y  o f  the I n t e r io r ;  

and to  the members o f  th e  A la s k a  D e le g a t io n  in  C o n g re ss .
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