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IN THE SENATE BY SENATORS WALSH AND MCNEALY 

SENATE B I L L  NO. 266 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SECOND LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION
-1V; •• 'i '

A B I L L

Fo r an A ct e n t i t l e d :  "An Act t o  p re v e n t  d e c e p t io n  o f  th e  p u b llo

r e s u lt in g  fro m  fra u d u le n t  o r  substandard  

academic d e g re e s ;  and p r o v id in g  f o r  an ■mm

e f f e c t iv e  d a t e ."
i

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
\ • ;■: -vy

S e c t io n  1 . PURPOSE. I t  i s  th e  p o l ic y  o f  t h i s  s ta te  t o  p r e ­

vent d e c e p t io n  o f  the p u b l ic  r e s u l t in g  from  th e  c o n fe r r in g  and

use o f  f r a u d u le n t  o r su b stan d ard  d e g re e s . S in c e  degrees, d ip lo m as

and s im i la r  m easures o f  academic achievem ent a re  c o n s ta n t ly  used

by em ployers i n  Ju d g in g  the t r a in in g  o f  p r o s p e c t iv e  em ployees; 

by p u b l ic  and p r iv a t e  p r o f e s s io n a l  groups in  d e te rm in in g  q u a l i f i ­

c a t io n s  f o r  a d m iss io n  t o  and c o n t in u a n c e  o f  p r a c t ic e ;  and by the  

g e n e ra l p u b l ic  in  a s s e s s in g  th e  e x te n t  o f  com petence o f p e rso n s  

engaged in  a  w ide range o f  a c t i v i t i e s  n e c e ssa ry  t o  the g e n e ra l  

w e lfa re , r e g u la t io n  by law o f s u c h  ev id en ces o f  academic a c h ie v e -  

ment i s  in  th e  p u b lic  in t e r e s t .  To the same e n d , the p r o t e c t io n  

o f le g it im a t e  in s t i t u t io n s  and o f  those h o ld in g  degrees fro m  them  

i s  a ls o  in  th e  p u b lic  in t e r e s t .

S e c . 2 . DEFINITIONS. A3 u se d  in  t h i s  A c t :

( l )  "Degree g ra n tin g  in s t i t u t io n "  means a s c h o o l,  

academy, in s t i t u t e ,  j u n io r  c o l le g e ,  c o l le g e ,  u n iv e r s i t y ,  o r  p e rso n  

o r e n t i t y  o f  w hatever k in d  v/hich fu r n is h e s  o r  o f f e r s  to  f u r n is h

le a d in g  tow ard or p r e r e q u is i t e  to  an academic o r  p r o ­

d egree  beyond the se co n d a ry  sch o o l l e v e l ,  and w hich
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re q u ire s  th a t  in  o rd e r  to  o b t a in  a degree o r  d ip lo m a  th e  r e c ip ie n t  

th e re o f s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  co m p le te  an a p p ro p r ia te  c o u rs e  o f  c la s s ,  

la b o ra to ry  o r  re s e a rc h  s tu d y  i n  person  under a f a c u l t y  whose 

members h o ld  a p p ro p r ia te  academ ic degrees a t le a s t  one academ ic 

y e a r  o f  w hich  in s t r u c t io n  m ust be in  re s id e n c e ;  o r  an e d u c a t io n a l  

o rg a n iz a t io n  o r  e n t i t y  q u a l i f y in g  to  g ra n t degrees u n d e r S ec . 5 I 

o f t h i s  A c t .
• V . il

(2) "Degree" means any d e s ig n a t io n , m ark, a p p e l la t io n ,  | 

s e r ie s  o f  l e t t e r s  o r  w ords, o r  o th er sym bol w hich  s i g n i f i e s ,  p u r -  

p o rts  o r  i s  g e n e r a lly  taken  t o  s ig n i f y  s a t is f a c t o r y  c o m p le t io n  o f  

the re q u ire m e n ts  o f  an academ ic o r  p r o f e s s io n a l  p rog ram  o f  s tu d y  

beyond th e  secondary  s c h o o l l e v e l .

S e c . 3 . AWARD OP DEGREES. A degree o r  any o b je c t  in  

evid en ce  th e re o f  may be aw arded o n ly  by a degree g r a n t in g  i n s t i ­

t u t io n .  A n yth in g  in  t h i s  A c t  to  the c o n tra ry  n o tw ith s ta n d in g ,  

a degree g ra n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n  may award h on o rary  d e g re e s : p r o ­

v id ed  t h a t  any such degree be  c le a r ly  re p re se n te d  to  be h o n o ra ry  

and t h a t  any d ip lo m a, c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  o th e r  t a n g ib le  o b je c t  is s u e d  

o r  p u rp o r t in g  to  be in  e v id e n c e  th e re o f  be c l e a r l y  and c o n s p ic u ­

o u s ly  marked in  a manner w h ic h  w i l l  convey to  th e  g e n e r a l p u b l ic  

th a t  th e  degree i s  h o n o ra ry .

S e c . 4 . PERIOD BEFORE AWARD, (a) U n le ss  a d eg ree  g r a n t in g  

I n s t i t u t io n  i s  in  o p e ra t io n  on the e f f e c t iv e  d ate  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  i t  

s h a l l  n o t award any academ ic degree o r  d ip lom a o r  o t h e r  c e r t i f i ­

ca te  t h e r e f o r  u n t i l  one y e a r  a f t e r  i t  has f i l e d  a  w r it t e n  n o t ic e  

w ith  and u n t i l  such n o t ic e  h a s  re c e iv e d  the a p p ro v a l o f  the  

Department o f  E d u c a t io n . T h e  n o t ic e  s h a l l  c o n ta in  th e  name and 

ad dress  o f  the  degree g r a n t in g  in s t i t u t io n ;  th e  names and 

a d d re sse s  o f  th e  p re s id e n t  o r  o th er a d m in is t r a t iv e  head and o f
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each member of the board of trustees or other governing board; 

the names of members of the faculty, w i t h  the highest academic 

degree held by each; a full description of t h e  degree o r  degrees 

to be awarded and the course or courses of study prerequisite 

thereto; and such additional information as the Department of E d u­

cation may prescribe. An amendment to the n o t i c e  shall be filed 

w i t h  the Department of Ed u c a t i o n  prior to the award of a n y  degree 

or diploma or other certificate therefor not contained in the 

original notice or prior amendments thereto. A  degree o r  diploma 

or other certificate t h e r e f o r  authorized in an amendment shall n o t  

be awarded until one year after the filing of the amendment with 

and the approval of the Department of Education.

(b) A degree grant i n g  institution sha l l  keep the notice 

w h i c h  it shall have filed w i t h  the D e p artment of E d u c a t i o n  current 

at all times. For this purpose, it shall report, by appropriate 

amendment of the notice, a n y  change in any fact repor t e d  therein 

within 30 days of its occurrence.

(c) All degree g r a n t i n g  institutions in operation on the 

effective date of this A c t  shall file n o t i c e s  as r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  

section within 180 days o f  said date and thereafter t h e  provisions 

of this section shall be fully applicable t o  them, e x c e p t  that 

the one year waiting p e r i o d  prescribed in paragraph (a) hereof 

shall not be required f o r  any type of degree being awarded by said 

institution during the academic y e a r  1961-1962.

(d) The Department of Education shall not a p p r o v e  any

notice or amendment t h e r e t o  filed p u r s u a n t  to this section u n l e s s
. •.« > ■ . 

it finds the facts stated therein to be correct and further f i n d s

that such facts constitute compliance w i t h  the requirements of
• 1 •

this Act for degree g r a n t i n g  institutions.
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(e) By regulation the Department of Education shall provide 

for recognition by it of national and regional educational 

accrediting agencies. Any degree granting institution or appli- 

cant f o r  status as a degree granting institution which offers 

resident instruction m a y  offer annually in lieu of any notice or 

amendment thereto required by this section, evidence that it is
•' /y II

accredited generally or in respect of its degree programs by a 

recognized educational accrediting agency. If the Department of

Education finds that the institution is so accredited, it shall

not require the filing of any notice or amendment thereto by 

such institution pursuant to this section, n o r  shall Sec. 6 of

this Act apply to any such institution.

Sec. 5. DEGREES BY OTHER THAN RESIDENCE INSTITUTIONS

Any educational organization or entity which could not qualify as

'■'t/
a degree granting institution solely because' it does not conduct

• V'-v V H;;
instruction in residence may qualify as such an institution upon 

approval by the Department of Education. Such approval shall be 

given only if the department finds that the applicant, organiza­

tion or entity:

(1) maintains physical facilities suitable and suffi­

cient to the giving of a program or programs of instruction of

degree caliber in the field or fields wherein it proposes to grant 

degrees;

(2) maintains a suitable and sufficient faculty for 

instruction in its degree granting program or programs;

(3) maintains its student records ln a safe and suit­

able place so that there is reasonable assurance that they are

and w i l l  remain available for all normal purposes for a reasonable

perlod of time
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(4) co m p lie s  w ith  a l l  p r o v is io n s  o f  t h i s  A ct o th e r  than  

th e  requ irem ent f o r  in s t r u c t io n  in  re s id e n c e .

(b) In  making any f in d in g  p u rsu a n t to  t h i s  s e c t io n ,  th e

Department o f  E d u ca tio n  may c o n s id e r  as ev id en ce  the a c t io n  o f
: V '

any re co g n ize d  a c c r e d it in g  agency w ith  re s p e c t  to  the  a p p l ic a n t ,  

o rg a n iz a t io n  or e n t i t y ,  b u t s h a l l  n o t  be bound th e re b y .

(c) N othing in  t h is  A c t  s h a l l  be co n stru ed  to  be a  l e g i s l a ­

t iv e  f in d in g  w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  the s u i t a b i l i t y  as  a  p re p a ra t io n  f o r  

th e  g ra n t in g  o f d e g re e s  o f  in s t r u c t io n  g iven  e n t i r e ly  o u t o f  

re s id e n c e .

S ec . 6 . RIGHT OP INSPECTION: PENALTY FOR REFUSAL OR OBSTRUC­

TION. Any du ly  a u th o r iz e d  o f f i c e r ,  employee o r  o th e r  re p re s e n ta ­

t iv e  o f  th e  Departm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  may e n te r  upon th e  p rem ise s

o f  and in s p e c t  o r  o th e rw ise  examine the same and any b o o k s, p apers
■ •%

o r o th er re c o rd s  p e r t a in in g  to  th e  e d u c a t io n a l a c t i v i t i e s  o f  any 

degree g ra n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n .  F o r  f a i lu r e  to  p e rm it such  e n try ,  

in s p e c t io n  o r exam in a tio n  o r  f o r  o b s tru c t io n  t h e r e o f ,  th e  D ep a rt­

ment o f  E d u ca tio n  may in v a l id a t e  any n o t ic e  f i l e d  w ith  i t  by the  

degree g ra n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n  p u rsu a n t to  S ec. 4 o f  t h is  A c t  and 

may r e fu s e  to  a c c e p t  a n o th e r n o t ic e  from o r  on b e h a lf  o f  s a id  

in s t i t u t io n  or any perso n  connected  w ith  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  th e r e ­

o f  u n t i l  such r e f u s a l  o r  o b s t r u c t io n  has been w ithdraw n. Any 

a ctio n  taken  p u rsu a n t to  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  be in  a d d it io n  to  any 

other p e n a lty  w h ich  may be imposed f o r  v io la t io n  o f  t h i s  A c t .

S e c . 7 . UNLAWFUL REPRESENTATIONS. N e ith e r  the  f a c t  o f  f i l -
I ’ ‘

ing  n o r th e  p e rm is s io n  to  g ran t any degree o r  degrees s h a l l  be
I

held t o  mean t h a t  th e  Department o f  E d u ca tio n  has passed  upon th e
• \ :Y . Y \

m erits  o f ,  or g iv e n  a p p ro v a l t o ,  a  p a r t ic u la r  co u rse  o f  in s t r u c -

I t io n  o r  degree g r a n t in g  in s t i t u t i o n .  I t  s h a l l  be u n la w fu l to
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make, o r  cause to  be made, to  any p e rso n  any r e p r e s e n t a t io n  con­

t r a r y  to  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  t h is  s e c t io n .

S e c . 8 . PENALTIES. Any p e rs o n , f irm , c o r p o r a t io n ,  p a r t n e r ­

s h ip ,  a s s o c ia t io n ,  d eg ree  g ra n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  o th e r  e n t i t y

making any f a l s e  sta tem en t in  any n o t ic e  o r  amendment t h e r e t o

f i l e d  p u rsu an t to  S e c . 4 o f  t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  be g u i l t y  o f  p e r j u r y .
5 ' ’ ' . C.v35?riiv*

Any o th e r  v io la t io n  o f  t h is  A c t s h a l l  be s u b je c t  to  a f in e  o f  n o t I

more th a n  $10,000 o r  t o  a term o f  im prisonm ent n o t to  exceed  10
y e a r s ,  o r  b o th . Each  v io la t io n  c o n s t it u t e s  a s e p a ra te  o f fe n s e .  

S e c . 9 . INJUNCTIONS. The Departm ent o f  E d u c a t io n  a c t in g

th rou g h  th e  a t to rn e y  g e n e ra l,  may p roceed  by in j u n c t io n  a g a in s t

any v io la t io n  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  but no such  p ro c e e d in g  and no o r d e r

is s u e d  t h e r e in  o r  a s  a r e s u lt  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  b a r  the  I m p o s it io n  o f ;

any o th e r  p e n a lty  w h ich  may be im posed f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t .

S e c . 10. EXEMPTIONS. T h is  A c t  s h a l l  n o t a p p ly  t o  any d e g re e .
• ' ‘ - A*'-""I

d ip lom a o r  o th e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  w h ich  1b o f  use p r im a r i l y  i n  co n n ec­

t io n  w ith  a r e l ig io u s  c a l l in g  o r  t o  any degree g ra n t in g  i n s t i t u ­

t io n  engaged o n ly  i n  e d u c a t io n a l program s i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  r e l i g i o n  

S e c . 11. EFFECTIVE DATE. T h is  A c t ta k e s  e f f e c t  on th e  day

a f t e r  i t s  passage and a p p ro v a l o r  on th e  day i t  becomes law  w it h ­

out such a p p ro v a l.

Passed  by th e  Senate M arch 2, 1962

P re s id e n t  o f  th e  Senate

ry  o f  th e  S en ate
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