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IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA

SECOND LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION

A B I L L
' . ■ r• :• -y.>v r

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  t o  p re v e n t d e c e p tio n  o f  th e  p u b l ic

r e s u l t in g  fro m  f r a u d u le n t  o r  su b sta n d a rd  

academ ic d e g re e s ; and p r o v id in g  f o r  an 

e f f e c t iv e  d a te ."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA:

S e c t io n  1. PURPOSE. I t  i s  th e  p o l i c y  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  t o  p r e ­

ven t d e c e p t io n  o f  th e  p u b l ic  r e s u l t in g  fro m  th e  c o n f e r r in g  and 

use o f  f r a u d u le n t  o r  su b sta n d a rd  d e g re e s . S in ce  d e g re e s , d ip lo m a s

and s i m i l a r  m easures o f  academ ic ach ievem ent are c o n s t a n t ly  used

by e m p lo yers  in  Ju d g in g  th e  t r a in in g  o f  p r o s p e c t iv e  em ployees; 

by p u b l ic  and p r iv a t e  p r o f e s s io n a l  groups in  d e te rm in in g  q u a l i f i ­

c a t io n s  f o r  a d m iss io n  t o  and co n tin u a n c e  o f  p r a c t i c e ;  and by  

g e n e ra l p u b l ic  i n  a s s e s s in g  th e  e x te n t o f  com petence o f  p e rso n  

engaged in  a w ide range o f  a c t i v i t i e s  n e c e s s a ry  t o  th e  g e n e ra l 

w e lfa r e ,  r e g u la t io n  by law  o f  su ch  e v id e n c e s  o f  acad em ic a c h ie v e -  

ment i s  in  the p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t .  To the  same end, t h e  p ro te c t io n *  

o f  le g it im a t e  I n s t i t u t i o n s  and o f  th o se  h o ld in g  d e g re e s  from  them  

i s  a ls o  in  the p u b l ic  in t e r e s t .

S e c .  2. DEFINITIONS. As used in  t h i s  A ct:

(1) "D egree  g r a n t in g  in s t i t u t io n "  means a  s c h o o l,  

academy, i n s t i t u t e ,  J u n io r  c o l le g e ,  c o l le g e ,  u n iv e r s i t y ,  o r  p e rso n  

o r  e n t i t y  o f  w h atever k in d  w h ich  fu r n is h e s  o r  o f f e r s  to

in s t r u c t io n  le a d in g  tow ard o r  p r e r e q u is i t e  to  an academ ic
• • - . .

f e s s io n a l  degree beyond th e  seco n dary  s c h o o l l e v e l ,  and w h ich
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r e q u ir e s  t h a t  in  o rd e r  to  o b t a in  a degree o r  d ip lo m a  the  r e c ip i e n t  

t h e r e o f  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  co m p le te  an a p p r o p r ia te  co u rse  o f  c la s s ,  

la b o r a t o r y  o r  r e s e a r c h  s tu d y  In  p erso n  u n d er a  f a c u l t y  whose 

members h o ld  a p p r o p r ia t e  academ ic d eg rees a t  l e a s t  one academ ic  

y e a r  o f  w h ic h  in s t r u c t io n  m ust be in  r e s id e n c e ;  o r  an e d u c a t io n a l  

o r g a n iz a t io n  o r  e n t i t y  q u a l i f y in g  to  g ra n t  d e g re e s  under S e c . 5

o f  t h is  A c t

(2 )  "D egree" means any d e s ig n a t io n ,  mark, a p p e l la t io n ,  

s e r ie s  o f  l e t t e r s  o r  w o rd s, o r  o th e r  sym bol w h ic h  s i g n i f i e s ,  p u r -  

p o r t s  o r  i s  g e n e r a l ly  ta k e n  t o  s ig n i f y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o m p le t io n  o f  

th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  an academ ic o r  p r o f e s s io n a l  program  o f  s tu d y  

beyond th e  se c o n d a ry  s c h o o l l e v e l .  am

S e c . 3 .  AWARD OF DEGREES. A d eg ree  o r  an y  o b je c t  in  

e v id e n ce  t h e r e o f  may be awarded o n ly  b y  a d e g re e  g ra n t in g  i n s t i ­

t u t io n .  A n y th in g  in  t h i s  A c t  to  the c o n t r a r y  n o tw ith s ta n d in g ,  

a  degree g r a n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n  may award h o n o ra ry  d e g re e s: p r o ­

v id e d  t h a t  any such  d eg ree  be c l e a r l y  r e p re s e n te d  to  be h o n o ra ry  

and th a t  a n y  d ip lo m a , c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  o t h e r  t a n g ib le  o b je c t  is s u e d  

o r  p u r p o r t in g  to  be i n  e v id e n c e  t h e r e o f  be c l e a r l y  and c o n s p ic u ­

o u s ly  m arked in  a manner w h ich  w i l l  co n vey  t o  th e  g e n e ra l p u b l ic

th a t  th e  d e g re e  i s  h o n o ra ry .

S e c . 4 .  PERIOD BEFORE AWARD, (a ) U n le s s  a degree g r a n t in g  

i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  in  o p e r a t io n  on th e  e f f e c t i v e  d a te  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  i t

s h a l l  n o t  award any academ ic degree o r  d ip lo m a  o r  o th e r  c e r t i f i ­

c a te  t h e r e f o r  u n t i l  one y e a r  a f t e r  i t  has f i l e d  a w r it t e n  n o t ic e  

w ith  and u n t i l  su ch  n o t ic e  h a s  r e c e iv e d  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  

D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n . The n o t ic e  s h a l l  c o n ta in  th e  name and 

a d d re ss  o f  th e  d eg re e  g r a n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n ;  th e  names and 

[add resses  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  o r  o th e r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  head and o f



1 each  member o f  the b o ard  o f  t r u s t e e s  o r  o t h e r  g o v e rn in g  b o a rd ;

2 | th e  names o f  members o f  th e  f a c u l t y ,  w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  academ ic

3 degree  h e ld  by  each; a f u l l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  degree o r  degrees

4 t o  be awarded and th e  c o u rs e  o r  co u rse s  o f  s tu d y  p r e r e q u is it e

5 t h e r e to ;  and such a d d i t io n a l  In fo rm a tio n  as th e  Department o f  Edu-
: M"'

3 c a t io n  may p r e s c r ib e .  An amendment to  th e  n o t ic e  s h a l l  be f i l e d

7 w ith  the Departm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  p r io r  t o  th e  award o f any degree

8 o r  d ip lom a o r  o th e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  t h e r e f o r  n o t  co n ta in e d  in  th e

9 o r i g i n a l  n o t ic e  o r p r i o r  amendment? t h e r e t o .  A degree o r  d ip lom a
I ■>:
10 o r  o th e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  t h e r e f o r  a u th o r iz e d  in  an amendment s h a l l  not

' •’ •jfCrV.'jirX. •; —. »3
11 be awarded u n t i l  one y e a r  a f t e r  the  f i l i n g  o f  th e  amendment w ith  j

12 and the a p p ro v a l o f  th e  Departm ent o f  E d u c a t io n .

13 (b) A degree g r a n t in g  i n s t i t u t io n  s h a l l  keep the n o t ic e
. .
14 w h ich  i t  s h a l l  have f i l e d  w ith  the  Departm ent o f  E d u ca tio n  c u rre n t

15 a t  a l l  t im e s .  F o r  t h i s  p u rp o se , i t  s h a l l  r e p o r t ,  by a p p ro p r ia te

10 amendment o f  th e  n o t ic e ,  any change in  any f a c t  re p o rte d  th e re in

17 w ith in  30 d ays o f i t s  o c c u rre n c e .

18 (c) A l l  degree g r a n t in g  in s t i t u t io n s  in  o p e ra t io n  on the
1Q •
19 e f f e c t iv e  d a te  o f  t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  f i l e  n o t ic e s  as re q u ire d  by t h is

on' ■ ■
20 s e c t io n  w it h in  180 days o f  s a id  date and t h e r e a f t e r  the  p r o v is io n s

21 o f  t h is  s e c t io n  s h a l l  be f u l l y  a p p l ic a b le  t o  them, except th a t  ’ i'
oo ' ■ ’ *■ - W s M
22 th e  one y e a r  w a it in g  p e r io d  p re s c r ib e d  in  p a ra g ra p h  (a) h e re o f

s h a l l  n o t be  re q u ire d  f o r  any type  o f  d egree  b e in g  awarded by s a id  

i n s t i t u t i o n  d u rin g  th e  Academ ic y e a r  1961-1962.

(d) The Departm ent o f  E d u ca tio n  s h a l l  n o t  approve any
Oft

n o t ic e  o r  amendment t h e r e t o  f i l e d  p u rsu a n t t o  t h i s  s e c t io n  u n le ss
vt '

i t  f in d s  th e  f a c t s  s ta te d  t h e r e in  t o  be c o r r e c t  and f u r t h e r  f in d s

28 t h a t  such  f a c t s  c o n s t it u t e  co m plian ce  w ith  th e  req u irem en ts  o f

29
t h i s  A ct f o r  degree g r a n t in g  in s t i t u t io n s .



(e )  By r e g u la t io n  th e  Departm ent o f  E d u c a t io n  s h a l l  p ro v id e  

f o r  r e c o g n it io n  by i t  o f  n a t io n a l  and r e g io n a l  e d u c a t io n a l  

a c c r e d it in g  a g e n c ie s . Any degree g ra n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  a p p l i -  

cant f o r  s t a t u s  as a d eg ree  g ra n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n  w hich o f f e r s  

r e s id e n t  in s t r u c t io n  may o f f e r  a n n u a lly  in  l i e u  o f  any n o t ic e  o r  

amendment t h e r e to  r e q u ir e d  by t h i s  s e c t io n ,  e v id e n c e  th a t  i t  i s  

a c c r e d it e d  g e n e r a lly  o r  i n  re s p e c t  o f  i t s  d eg re e  program s b y  a
: r-.

re c o g n iz e d  e d u c a t io n a l a c c r e d it in g  agency. I f  th e  Departm ent o f
£ . . . v .. ......

E d u c a t io n  f in d s  th a t  th e  i n s t i t u t io n  i s  so a c c r e d it e d ,  i t  s h a l l  

not r e q u ir e  th e  f i l i n g  o f  any n o t ic e  o r  amendment th e re to  by  

such I n s t i t u t io n  p u rsu a n t to  t h is  s e c t io n ,  n o r  s h a l l  S ec . 6 o f  

t h i s  A c t  a p p ly  to  any su ch  in s t i t u t io n .

S e c . 5 . DEGREES BY OTHER THAN RESIDENCE INSTITUTIONS. (a) 

Any e d u c a t io n a l o r g a n iz a t io n  o r e n t i t y  w h ich  c o u ld  n ot q u a l i f y  as 

a d e g re e  g ra n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n  s o le ly  because  i t  does n o t co n d u ct  

in s t r u c t io n  in  re s id e n c e  may q u a l i f y  as su ch  an i n s t i t u t i o n  upon 

a p p ro v a l by th e  Departm ent o f  E d u c a t io n . Such a p p ro v a l s h a l l  be 

g iv e n  o n ly  i f  the  departm ent f in d s  th a t  th e  a p p l ic a n t ,  o r g a n iz a ­

t io n  o r  e n t i t y :

(1) m a in ta in s  p h y s ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s  s u it a b le  and s u f f i ­

c ie n t  to  th e  g iv in g  o f  a  program o r  program s o f  I n s t r u c t io n  o f  

d egree  c a l ib e r  in  the  f i e l d  o r f i e l d s  w h ere in  i t  p ro p o se s  t o  g ran t  

d e g re e s ;

(2) m a in ta in s  a s u it a b le  and s u f f i c i e n t  f a c u l t y  f o r  

in s t r u c t io n  in  i t s  d eg ree  g ra n t in g  program  o r  program s;

(3) m a in ta in s  i t s  s tu d e n t re c o rd s  in  a  sa fe  and s u i t ­

a b le  p la c e  so  th a t  th e r e  i s  re a so n a b le  a ssu ra n c e  th a t  th e y  are  

and w i l l  rem ain  a v a i la b le  f o r  a l l  norm al p u rp o se s  f o r  a  re a so n a b le

p e r io d  o f  tim e



(4) c o m p lie s  w ith  a l l  p r o v is io n s  o f  t h i s  A c t  o t h e r  

th e  re q u ire m e n t f o r  in s t r u c t io n  in  r e s id e n c e .

(b ) In  m aking  any f i n d in g  p u rsu a n t t o  t h i s  s e c t io n ,  th e  

D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n  may c o n s id e r  a s  e v id e n c e  th e  a c t io n  

any re c o g n iz e d  a c c r e d it in g  a g en cy  w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  app  

o r g a n iz a t io n  o r  e n t i t y ,  but s h a l l  n o t be bound t h e r e b y .

( c )  N o th in g  i n  t h is  A c t  s h a l l  be c o n s t r u e d  to  be a  

t i v e  f i n d in g  w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  s u i t a b i l i t y  a s  a  p r e p a r a t io n  

th e  g r a n t in g  o f  d e g re e s  o f  in s t r u c t io n  g iv e n  e n t i r e l y  o u t  o f  

r e s id e n c e .

S e c .  6 . RIGHT OF INSPECTION: PENALTY FOR REFUSAL OR 

TION. Any d u ly  a u th o r iz e d  o f f i c e r ,  em ployee o r  o th e r  

t i v e  o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n  may e n t e r  upon th e  p re m is e s  

o f  and in s p e c t  o r  o th e rw ise  exam ine th e  same and any b o o k s , 

o r o t h e r  r e c o r d s  p e r t a in in g  t o  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  any 

d e g re e  g r a n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n .  F o r  f a i l u r e  t o  p e rm it  su ch  e n t r y ,  

I n s p e c t io n  o r  e x a m in a tio n  o r  f o r  o b s t r u c t io n  t h e r e o f ,  th e  D e p a rt­

ment o f  E d u c a t io n  may in v a l id a t e  any n o t ic e  f i l e d  w ith  i t  by  th e  

d e g re e  g r a n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n  p u rsu a n t t o  S e c . 4 o f  t h i s  A c t  and 

may r e f u s e  t o  a c c e p t  a n o th e r  n o t ic e  fro m  o r  on b e h a lf  o f  s a id  

i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  a n y  person  co n n e cte d  w ith  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  t h e r e ­

o f  u n t i l  such  r e f u s a l  o r  o b s t r u c t io n  has b een  w ith d ra w n . Any 

a c t io n  taken  p u rs u a n t  to  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  be  in  a d d i t io n  to  any

o t h e r  p e n a lt y  w h ic h  may be im posed f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t .
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S e c . 7 .  UNLAWFUL REPRESENTATIONS. N e it h e r  th e  f a c t  o f  f l l -
■v* X> 'jX'r

in g  n o r  th e  p e rm is s io n  to  g ra n t  any degree  o r  d e g re e s  s h a l l  be 

h e ld  t o  mean t h a t  th e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n  has p a sse d  upon the

m e r it s  o f ,  o r  g iv e n  a p p ro v a l t o ,  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o u rs e  o f  in s t r u c ­

t i o n  o r  degree  g r a n t in g  I n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  s h a l l  be u n la t f fu l  to



make, o r  ca u se  t o  b e  made, t o  any p e rs o n  any r e p r e s e n t a t io n  c o n -  

t r a r y  t o  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n .

S e c .  8 . PEN A LTIES . Any p e rs o n , f i r m ,  c o r p o r a t io n ,  p a r t n e r ­

s h ip ,  a s s o c ia t io n ,  d e g re e  g r a n t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  o th e r  e n t i t y  

m aking a n y  f a l s e  s ta te m e n t  i n  any n o t ic e  o r  amendment t h e r e t o
.. V\-: . * T<V. •• .> • -

f i l e d  p u rs u a n t  t o  S e c .  4 o f  t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  be g u i l t y  o f  p e r j u r y .

Any o t h e r  v i o la t io n  o f  t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  be  s u b je c t  to  a  f i n e  o f  n o t  

l e s s  th a n  $1,000 n o r  more th a n  $10,000  o r  t o  a  term  o f  ira p r is o n -  

ment n o t  t o  exceed 10 y e a r s ,  o r  b o th . Each  v i o l a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  

a  s e p a r a t e  o f fe n s e .

S e c .  9 . INJUNCTIONS. The Departm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  a c t in g  

th ro u g h  th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ,  may p ro c e e d  by in j u n c t io n  a g a in s t  

any v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  b u t no su ch  p ro c e e d in g  and no o rd e r  

is s u e d  t h e r e in  o r  a s  a  r e s u l t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  b a r  th e  im p o s it io n  o f  

any o t h e r  p e n a lty  w h ic h  may be Imposed f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t .

S e c .  10. EXEMPTIONS. T h is  A c t  s h a l l  n o t  a p p ly  to  any d e g re e ,  

d ip lo m a  o r  o th e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  w hich i s  o f  use  p r im a r i l y  i n  c o n n e c -  

t io n  w it h  a  r e l i g i o u s  c a l l i n g  o r  to  any d egree  g ra n t in g  i n s t i t u ­

t io n  engaged o n ly  i n  e d u c a t io n a l program s ln  th e  f i e l d  o f  r e l i g i o n .

S e c .  11. E FFE C T IV E  DATE. T h is  A c t  ta k e s  e f f e c t  on th e  day  

a f t e r  i t s  passage and a p p ro v a l o r  on th e  day i t  becomes law  w it h ­

ou t s u c h  a p p ro v a l.
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