
I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  S E N A T O R  P O L L O C K

SE N A T E  B I L L  NO. 166

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E C O N D  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  entit l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to state p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in

the f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m  for m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  

f o r  the a g e d  u n d e r  Title V I ,  Public L a w  86- 

778; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

S e c t i o n  1. T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  a fund i n  t h e  state t r e a s u r y  

f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of m a t c h i n g  f u n d s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  federal g o v e r n­

me n t  f o r  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  a g e d  u n d e r  P u b l i c  L a w  86-778.

Sec. 2. The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  and W e l f a r e ,  d i v i s i o n  of 

w e l f a r e ,  s h a l l  be t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  a g e n c y  in t h i s  plan, and shall 

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  an a p p l i c a n t .

Sec. 3* M e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  s hall b e  g r a n t e d  to an A l a s k a  

r e s i d e n t  w h o  m e e t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  conditions:

(1) He h a s  made a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  w e l­

fare.

(2) He i s  r e c e i v i n g  o l d  a g e  a s s i s t a n c e  or if n o t  

r e c e i v i n g  o l d  age a s s i s t a n c e  h e  is 65 years o f  a g e  or o l d e r  and 

m e e t s  all t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  P a r a g r a p h s  (3 ), (^), (5)> and (6) 

o f  t h i s  se c t i o n .  A s  r e q u i r e d  b y  f e d e r a l  lav;, a l l  p e r sons must 

m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of P a r a g r a p h s  (7) and (8) o f  this section.

(3) H i s  n e e d  f o r  m e d i c a l  care has b e e n  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  of his choice. No p a y ment 

is a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  the l e g a l  o b l i g a t i o n  of a public o r  private 

c o n t r a c t o r  to p a y  o r  p r o v i d e  for s u c h  care. N o  payment 
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shall be made under this Act for any hospital service to which 

the patient is entitled under Workmen's Compensation. Where 

application for Workmen's Compensation benefits has been made, 

and entitlement has not been finally determined, payment may be 

made under this Act.

(4) He, if unmarried or not living with spouse, has 

an annual income from all sources of not more than $2 ,500.00, o r  

if married and living with spouse, an annual income of not more 

than $3,000.00. Contributions made by a son, daughter, or 

estranged spouse to the applicant shall be included in income.

(5) He, i f  u n m arried, h a s  l i q u i d  or  m a r k e t a b l e  a s s e t s  

of n o t  more t h a n  $2 ,500.00 in va l u e ,  o r  if  married, h e  and 

s p o u s e  have l i q u i d  o r  m a r k e t a b l e  a s s e t s  o f  not m o r e  t h a n  

$3*000.00. E x c l u d e d  in d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v alue o f  li q u i d  o r  

m a r k e t a b l e  a s s e t s  a r e  the v a l u e s  of: (a) cl o t h i n g  a n d  h o u s e­

hol d  effects; (b) t h e  fair m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  t a n g i b l e  per s o n a l  

p r o p e r t y  u s e d  in e a r n i n g  inc o m e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  $2,000.00.

(6) He h a s  made no a s s i g n m e n t  o r  t r a n s f e r  of any real 

o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  o r  Income w i t h i n  f i v e  years immediately p r e ­

cedi n g  the d a t e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  this Act for 

the p u r p o s e  of q u a l i f y i n g  for m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  the aged or 

f o r  a n y  f o r m  of a s s i s t a n c e  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  t h e  social w e l f a r e  act, 

o r  f o r  the p u r p o s e  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  of m e d i c a l  assistance 

to t h e  aged o r  a n y  f o r m  of a s s i s t a n c e  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  the social 

w e l f a r e  act o r  f o r  the purp o s e  o f  p r e c l u d i n g  recovery.

(7) He is not a p a t i e n t  i n  a n y  i n s t i t u t i o n  as a r e s u l t  

of a  d i a g n o s i s  o f  t u b e r c u l o s i s  o r  m e n t a l  disease.

(8) H e  i s  not an I n m a t e  o f  a pu b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  e x c e p t  

a3 a patient in a m e d i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .
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Sec. 4. Authority to promulgate necessary rules and regula­

tions for administration of this Act is granted to the division 

of welfare.

Sec. 5. S e r v i c e s  shall b e  r e n d e r e d  u p o n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  b y  

t h e  a t t e n d i n g  l i c e n s e d  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  that a s e r v i c e  is r e q u i r e d  

f o r  the m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  of a n  i n d i v i d u a l .  S e r v i c e s  i n  a m e d i­

c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  r e n d e r e d  o n l y  a f t e r  r e f e r r a l  b y  a 

l i c e n s e d  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  b y  h i m  that s u c h  s e r­

v i c e s  are r e q u i r e d ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  r e f e r r a l  s h a l l  not b e  r e q u i r e d  

i n  e m e r g e n c y  c a s e s .  P e r i o d i c  r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  f o r  

t r e a t m e n t  e x t e n d i n g  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  time. H o s p i t a l  a n d  m e d i c a l  

d o c t o r  s e r v i c e  to w h i c h  e l i g i b l e  p e r s o n s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  s h a l l  b e  

p a i d  in f u l l .

Sec. 6. B e n e f i t s  i n clude: 1 2 0  da y s  o f  care f o r  e a c h  c o n­

t i n u o u s  p e r i o d  o f  h o s p i t a l  c o n f i n e m e n t  in s e m i - p r i v a t e  (two b e d s )  

o r  w a r d  (t h r e e  o r  m o r e  b e d s )  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  o r  for s u c c e s s i v e  

p e r i o d s  o f  h o s p i t a l  c o n f i n e m e n t  s e p a r a t e d  b y  less t h a n  t h r e e  

m o n t h s .  A b e n e f i c i a r y  w i l l  a g a i n  b e  e n t i t l e d  to a m a x i m u m  b e n e­

f i t  p e r i o d  o f  1 2 0  d a y s  w h e n  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a lapse of at l e a s t  

t h r e e  m o n t h s  b e t w e e n  the d a t e  of l a s t  d i s c h a r g e  f r o m  a h o s p i t a l  

a n d  the d a t e  o f  n e x t  a d m i s s i o n .  C o v e r s  m e a l s  and s p e c i a l  diets; 

g e n e r a l  n u r s i n g  service; u s e  of o p e r a t i n g  a n d  o t h e r  s u r g i c a l  

t r e a t m e n t  rooms; a n e s t h e s i a  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a medi c a l  d o c t o r  

a n e s t h e s i o l o g i s t  o r  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  a n e s t h e t i s t ;  all a n a t o m i c  

a n d  c l i n i c a l  p a t h o l o g y ,  i n c l u d i n g  all l a b o r a t o r y  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  

t y p i n g  o f  b l o o d  donors, b l o o d ,  p l a s m a ;  all r a d i o l o g y  i n c l u d i n g  

d i a g n o s t i c  X - r a y  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  rad i a t i o n ;  p h y s i c a l  

t h e r a p y  t r e a t m e n t s ;  o x y g e n  a n d  o t h e r  gas t h erapy; dru g s ,  

b i o l o g i c a l s ,  a n d  s o l u t i o n s  l i s t e d  in the U. S. P h a r m a c o p e i a  (XV), 
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the National Formulary (10th ed.) and New and Nonofficial Drugs 

(1958), o r  included in supplemental listings of the Plan; 

fabrics, solutions, plaster and ot h e r  materials 

and casts; use o f  radium.

Sec. 7. This Act takes effect on the d a y  after its 

and approval or o n  the day it becomes law w i t h o u t  such approval
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