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BY SENATOR MCNEALY 
IN THE SENATE BY REQUEST

SENATE BILL NO. 165

IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA 

SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act to provide for the humane slaughter

o f  l i v e s t o c k . "

BE IT ENACTED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA:

S e c t i o n  1. The l e g i s l a t u r e  of t h i s  state f i n d s  t h a t  the 

use of h u m a n e  meth o d s  in  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  of l i v e s t o c k  p r e v e n t s  

nee d l e s s  suffering; r e s u l t s  in s a f e r  a n d  b e t t e r  w o r k i n g  c o n d i­

tions f o r  p e r s o n s  e n g aged in the s l a u g h t e r i n g  i n d u s t r y ;  br i n g s  

about i m p r o v e m e n t  of p r o d u c t s  and e c o n o m y  In s l a u g h t e r i n g  o p e r a­

tion; and p r o d u c e s  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s  f o r  producers, p r o c e s s o r s  a n d  

consumers w h i c h  tend to e x p e d i t e  t h o  o r d e r l y  f l o w  of  l i v e s t o c k  

and t h e i r  produ c t s .

Sec. 2. As used in th i s  Act:

(1) "Director" m e a n s  the director, d i v i s i o n  of a g r i­

culture, D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .

(2) "Person" m e a n s  any i n d i v i d u a l ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  c o r­

poration, o r  a s s o c i a t i o n  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  In t h i s  state, in w h o l e  . 

or in part.

(3) "Slaug h t e r e r "  means a n y  p e r s o n  r e g u l a r l y  e n g a g e d  

in the c o m m e r c i a l  s l a u g h t e r i n g  of liv e s t o c k .

(4) "Livestock" means cattle, calves, sheep, swine, 

horses, mules, goats a n d  a n y  o t h e r  a n i m a l  w h i c h  can o r  m a y  be 

u s e d  ln and f o r  the p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  m e a t  or m e a t  p r o d u c t s .

(5) "Packer" m e a n s  any p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in t h e  b u s i n e s s  

of s l a u g h t e r i n g ,  or of m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o r  p r e p a r i n g  m e a t  o r  meat
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h a n d l i n g ,  k e e p i n g  a n d  h o l d i n g  of  l i v e s t o c k  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

sa l e  o r  s h i p m e n t .

(7) " H u m a n e  m e t h o d "  m e a n s  either: (a) a m e t h o d

p r o d u c t s  f o r  s a l e ,  e i t h e r  b y  s u c h  p e r s o n  o r  o t h e r s ;  o r  o f  m a n u­

f a c t u r i n g  o r  p r e p a r i n g  l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t s  f o r  s a l e  b y  s u c h  

p e r s o n  o r  o t h e r s .

(6) " S t o c k y a r d "  m e a n s  a n y  p l a c e ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o r  

f a c i l i t y  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  a s  a  s t o c k y a r d ,  c o n d u c t e d  o r  o p e r a t e d  

f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o r  p r o f i t  a s  a p u b l i c  m a r k e t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  

pens, o r  o t h e r  e n c l o s u r e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  a p p u r t e n a n c e s ,  f o r  t h e

w h e r e b y  the a n i m a l  is r e n d e r e d  i n s e n s i b l e  to p a i n  b y  m e c h a n i c a l ,  

elect r i c a l ,  c h e m i c a l  o r  o t h e r  m e a n s  t h a t  is r a p i d  a n d  e f f e c t i v e ,  

b e f o r e  b e i n g  s h a c k l e d ,  h o i s t e d ,  t h r o w n ,  cast o r  cut; o r  (b) a 

m e t h o d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r i t u a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  J e w i s h  f a i t h  

or a n y  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  w h e r e b y  the a n i m a l  s u f f e r s  lo s s  o f  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  b y  a n e m i a  o f  t h e  b r a i n  c a u s e d  b y  the s i m u l t a n e o u s  

a n d  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  s e v e r a n c e  o f  t h e  c a r o t i d  a r t e r i e s  w i t h  a s h a r p  

i n s t r u m e n t .

Sec. 3 . M o  s l a u g h t e r e r ,  p a c k e r  o r  s t o c k y a r d  o p e r a t o r  m a y  

shackle, h o i s t ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  b r i n g  l i v e s t o c k  into p o s i t i o n  f o r  

sla u g h t e r ,  b y  a n y  m e t h o d  w h i c h  s h a l l  cause i n j u r y  o r  p a i n .

Sec. 4. N o  s l a u g h t e r e r ,  p a c k e r  o r  stoclcyard o p e r a t o r  m a y  

I b l e e d  o r  s l a u g h t e r  a n y  l i v e s t o c k  e x c e p t  b y  a  h u m a n e  m e t h o d .  T h e  

: d i r e c t o r  m a y ,  b y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r d e r ,  e x e m p t  f r o m  c o m p l i a n c e  

j w i t h  this A c t ,  f o r  a r e a s o n a b l e  p e r i o d ,  a n y  s l a u g h t e r e r ,  p a c k e r '  

o r  s t o c k y a r d  o p e r a t o r  i f  h e  f i n d s  t h a t  i m m e d i a t e  c o m p l i a n c e  

w o u l d  c a u s e  s u c h  p e r s o n  a n  u n d u e  h a r d s h i p .

Sec. 3. T h e  d i r e c t o r  shall a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

t h i s  Act. H e  shall p r o m u l g a t e  a n d  m a y  f r o m  ti m e  to  t i m e  r e v i s e  
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r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  s h a l l  c o n f o r m  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  to t h e  

r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  H u m a n e  S l a u g h t e r  

Act o f  1 9 5 8 ,  P u b l i c  L a w  8 5 -765 , 7 2  Stat. 8 6 2  ( a n d  a n y  a m e n d m e n t s  

t h e r e t o ) .  T h e  u s e  o f  a m a n u a l l y  o p e r a t e d  h a m m e r ,  s l e d g e  o r  

p o l e a x  is d e c l a r e d  to b e  an i n h u m a n e  m e t h o d  o f  s l a u g h t e r  w i t h i n

the m e a n i n g  o f  t h i s  Act.

S e c .  6. A n y  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  a n y  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  Act 

shall, u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  thereof, b e  p u n i s h e d  b y  a  f i n e  o f  n o t  

m o r e  t h a n  $5 0 0 .00, o r  b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  not m o r e  t h a n  90 d a y s  
o r  b o t h .


