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1 IN THE H O U S E  BY ALL MEMBERS OP THE HOUSE

H O U S E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 27

I N  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA 

SECOND L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IR ST  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to hearings on lifting 

the ban o n  t he importation of 

R u s s i a n  crabmeat.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE HOUSE IN S E C O N D  LEGI SL AT UR E , F I R S T  SESSION 

ASSEMBLED:

WHEREAS, It has b e e n  r e l i a b l y  r e p o r t e d  that the U n i t e d  

States is considering the l i f t i n g  of the b a n  on the importation 

of crabmeat from the Soviet Union; and

W H E R E A S , Alaska King Crab Is the o u t s t a n d i n g  and o n l y  e x a m pl e j 
of a n e w  development in the A l a s k a  fi sh e r i e s  w hi ch  otherwise h a v e  

been s a d l y  depleted l a rg el y d u e  to federal m ismanagement while 

Alaska w a s  a T er ritory and n o w  r equires g i g a n t i c  and costly 

efforts to rebuild; and

WHEREAS, this fishery d e p l e t i o n  has created a g r a v e  u n e m p l o y­

ment sit uation all a lo ng  A l a s k a ' s  coast w h e r e  the population's 

l iv el ih oo d has been and is w h o l l y  d e p e n d e n t  on the fisheries; and 

WHEREAS, the d e ve lo pm e nt  o f  the K i n g  Crab fishery Is the
%

only h a p p y  exception in this o t h e r wi se  d a r k  picture and  if it is 

now to f a c e  the competition of imported R u s s i a n  crab, produced b y  

cheap if not slave l a b o r ; e f f e c t s  in A l a s k a  will be disaoterous; 

and

WHEREAS, the situation is further ag gr av a te d by the fact that 

the R u s s i a n s  have b e e n  fishi ng  e x t e n s i v e l y  in the B e r i n g  Sea a nd 

have g i v e n  indications of e x t e n d i n g  t h e i r  fishing f u r t h e r  a l o n g  ■ 

the A l a s k a n  coast;
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BE IT R E S OLVED by the House of Representatives in Second 

Legislature, First Session assembled, that any proposal for the 

lifting of the ban on the importation of Russian crabmeat Is 

protested and that It is respectfully requested that the State of 

Alaska be consulted before any action is taken by the United 

States Government; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to 

the Honorable John F. Kennedy, President of the United States; 

the Honorable D e a n  Rusk, Secretary of State; the Honorable C. 

Douglas Dillon, Secretary of the Treasury; the Honorable Luther 

H. Hodges, Secretary of Commerce; and the members of the Alaska 

delegation in Congress.
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