
BY MESS R S  TAYLOR, 
DEVEAU AND BLODGETTIN THE HOUSE

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION N O.53

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SECOND LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION

R e la t in g  t o  B u reau  o f  I n d ia n  

A f f a i r s  s ta te m e n ts  c o n c e rn in g  

th e  V o c a t io n a l  E d u c a tio n  S ch o o l

a t  Nome

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA IN  

SECOND LEGISLATURE, SECOND SESSION ASSEMBLED:

WHEREAS, i t  h a s  come t o  the  a t t e n t io n  o f  th e  L e g is la t u r e  th a t  

the B u re au  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s ,  Departm ent o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  has  

in form ed  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  th a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  the  

c o n s t r u c t io n  o r  o p e r a t io n  o f  the p rop osed  s t a t e  v o c a t io n a l  edu­

c a t io n  s c h o o l a t  Nome; and

WHEREAS, an o f f i c i a l  o f  the B u reau  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  i s

quoted as la b e l in g  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  s c h o o l as a mere p o l l  

t i c a l  move by t h e  s ta te  w h ich  does n o t m e r it  B IA  p a r t i c ip a t io n ;

WHEREAS, t h i s  i s  a g r a t u it o u s  in s u l t  t o  th e  p e o p le  o f  A la s k a  

who v o te d  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  b y  referendum  to  bond th e m se lve s  f o r  

$1, 500,000 to  c o n s t r u c t  t h i s  d e s p e ra te ly  needed f a c i l i t y ;  and 

WHEREAS, th e  v o c a t io n a l  s c h o o l a t Nome was programmed and 

o verw h e lm in g ly  v o te d  f o r  a s  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  co n ce rn  o f  th e  peopiW  

o f A la s k a  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t io n a l needs o f  i t s  c i t i z e n r y  in  N orthw est

A la s k a ; and

WHEREAS, t h e  s c h o o l i s  in te n d e d  to  a s s i s t  th e  f e d e r a l  

governm ent, a c t in g  th ro u g h  the  B u re au  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s ,  in  

c a r r y in g  out th e  o b l ig a t io n s  i t  assumed lo n g  ago to  p r o v id e  a
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u s e f u l  e d u c a t io n  to  th e  N a t iv e  c i t i z e n s  o f  A la s k a ;  and

WHEREAS, th e  p e o p le  o f  A la s k a  v o te d  t o  p la c e  th e  burden o f  

th e  c o s t  o f  th e  v o c a t io n a l  s c h o o l a t  Nome on th e m s e lv e s  w ith  t h e  

know ledge t h a t  th e  B u re a u  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  in  A la s k a  had 

ap p ro ved  th e  p r o j e c t  and was w i l l i n g  to  c o o p e ra te  w it h  th e  S t a t e  

In  th e  p r o j e c t ;  and

WHEREAS, i n  a d d it io n  to  la b e l in g  th e  e f f o r t  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  

A la s k a  as a " p o r k  b a r r e l"  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  th e  B IA  o f f i c i a l  i s  a ls o  

q u o ted  as s t a t in g  t h a t  th e  s ta te  p ro g ram  f o r  th e  s c h o o l in t e r f e r e s  

w ith  th e  B u r e a u 's  p r e r o g a t iv e  in  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  th e  N a t iv e  

c i t i z e n r y  o f  th e  a re a ; and

WHEREAS, r a t h e r  th a n  an in t e r f e r e n c e  w ith  a  p r e r o g a t iv e  

w h ic h  th e  B u re a u  has n o t  alw ays u s e d  to  th e  f u l l  e x te n t  o f  i t s  

c a p a b i l i t i e s  and th e  n eed s o f  th e  p e o p le  c o n c e rn e d , th e  a c t io n  by  

th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  S ta te  was in te n d e d  r a t h e r  to  a s s i s t  th e  B u re a u  

in  c a r r y in g  o u t  i t s  a ss ig n m en t;

BE I T  RESOLVED by th e  L e g is la t u r e  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  i n  

Second L e g is l a t u r e ,  Second S e s s io n  a ssem b le d , t h a t  th e  L e g is la t u r e  

e x p re s s e s  h e re b y  to  th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and th e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  i t s  amazement and c h a g r in  t h a t  su ch  d i s ­

h o n e s t ,  u n w a rra n te d  and im p o l i t i c  a c c u s a t io n s  and i n s u l t s  s h o u ld  

be d ir e c t e d  t o  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  in  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  

t o  r e a l i z e  a  dream o f  lo n g  s ta n d in g  to  b r in g  a p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t io n

t o  th e  y o u th  o f  N o rth w e ste rn  A la s k a  in  c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  th e  ag en cy

o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  ch a rg e d  w ith  t h a t  p r im a ry  re s p o n  

s i b l l i t y ;  and be i t

FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  the  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  i s

s p e c t f u l l y  re q u e s te d  t o  take  im m ed ia te  and f i r m  a c t io n  t o  d i r e c t

s s u b o rd in a te  in  th e  B u reau  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s  t o  re -e x a m in e  h i s  
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m anners as w e l l  as th e  f a c t s  o f  th e  c a s e ;  and be i t
.

FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  be se n t t< 

th e  H o n o ra b le  John F .  Kennedy, P r e s id e n t  o f  the U h lte d  S ta te s ;  

th e  H o n o ra b le  S te w a rt L .  U d a l l ,  S e c r e ta r y  o f  the  I n t e r i o r ;  th e  

C o m m iss io n e r, B u re au  o f  I n d ia n  A f f a i r s ;  and the members o f  th e  

A la s k a  D e le g a t io n  i n  C o n g re ss .
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