
IN THE H O U S E  BY MR. BLODGETT

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4 /

IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA 

SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

R e la t in g  to  th e  m oving o f  th e  

A la s k a  r a i l r o a d  fro m  C e n tra l A la s k a  

to  N orthw est A la s k a .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA IN SECOND 

LEGISLATURE, SECOND SESSION ASSEMBLED:

WHEREAS, th e  Anchorage and F a irb a n k s  a re a s  o f  A la sk a  have  

rapidly developed and are no lo n g e r  i n  need o f  r a i l r o a d  f a c i l i  

to expedite their deve lo pm en t; and

WHEREAS, th e  purpose  o f  th e  A la s k a  r a i l r o a d  i s  to  d e v e lo p  

th e  e n t i r e t y  o f  A la s k a ;  and

WHEREAS, th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  of r a i l r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  a lw ays  

followed b y  th e  a lm o s t  spontaneous developm ent o f  th e  a re a  s e rv e d ,  

as evidenced by th e  ra p id  s e tt le m e n t  and abundant p r o d u c t iv i t y  o f  

th e  great American W est; and

WHEREAS, N o rth w est A la s k a  i s  i n  d e sp e ra te  need f o r  d e v e lo p ­

ment w it h  i t s  p r e s e n t  s ta tu s  p a r a l l e l in g  th e  A m erican  West p r i o r  

th e  com ing o f  t h e . r a i l r o a d ;  and

WHEREAS, th e  N orthw est has v a s t  d e p o s it s  o f  c o a l ,  c o p p e r , and 

o th e r  m in e r a ls ,  and a p e tro le u m  p o t e n t ia l  u n e x c e lle d  by any o t h e r  

area  in  A la s k a  o r ,  p o s s ib ly ,  the  N o rth  Am erican c o n t in e n t ;  and

WHEREAS, a r a i l r o a d  i s  needed t o  b r in g  in  h eavy  m in in g  e q u ip

ment to  e x p lo i t  th e s e  re s o u rc e s  and , i n  tu rn , t o  t r a n s p o r t  

re s o u rc e s  to  th e  w o r ld  m a rk e ts , p a r t i c u l a r l y  m arkets in  th e  P a r  

E a st; and

WHEREAS, t h e r e  i s  c o n s id e ra b le  demand f o r  r e in d e e r  meat
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whi c h  is a specialty of Northwest Alaska Just as cattle were to 

the early American West, but the exportation of thiB meat iB 

impeded by the lack of transportation facilities]

BE IT RESOLVED by the Legislature of the State of Alaska in 

Second Legislature, Second Session assembled, that the U* S. 

Department of the Interior is respectfully urged to move all the 

equipment and tracks of the Alaska Railroad from Central Alaska 

to Northwest Alaska, and that the Alaska Railroad operate in 

Northwest Alaska from Cape L i s b u m e  through the Kobuk River area 

and the Seward Peninsula to Port Clarence at Teller, with a 

main line spur to Nome and Kotzebue; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that after the tracks of the Alaska R a i l­

road in Central Alaska have been removed, the roadbed be used as
it ,, '

a superhighway connecting Anchorage and Fairbanks; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to 

the Honorable Stewart L. Udall, Secretary of the Interior; the 

Honorable Clinton P. Anderson, Chairman, Senate Committee on 

Interior and Insular Affairs; the Honorable Wayne N. Aspinall, 

Chairman, House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs; and 

the members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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