
B Y  MR. BOARDMANIN THE HOUSE

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to the planning and con

s t r u c t  io n  o f  ro a d s  i n  A la s k a , andi

u rg in g  th e  U. S .  Congress t o  a p p r f lH  

Senate J o in t  R e s o lu t io n  No. 137*

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA I N  SECOND 

LEGISLATURE, SECOND SESSION ASSEMBLED:

WHEREAS, th e  adequacy o f  A la s k a 's  m i l i t a r y  d e fen ses w h ich  

guard  th e  n o rth e rn  a p p ro ach es to  th e  n a t io n ,  th e  developm ent o f  

i t s  v a s t  r e s o u rc e s , and i t s  p ro g re ss  a s  a g re a t  s t a t e  a re  c o n t in - f  

gent on th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  ro a d s  and highw ays to  serve  l o c a l

needs, t o  co n n ect th e  d is t a n t  c o rn e rs  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  and t o  in c r e a s 5
.

A la s k a 's  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  to  Canada and th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ;  a n d

WHEREAS, a lth o u g h  A la s k a  has a h ard w o rk in g  c i t i z e n r y  and an 

u n lim it e d  p o t e n t ia l  o f  becom ing one o f  th e  most p r o d u c t iv e  and  

w ealth y  s t a t e s  i n  th e  U n io n , i t  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t ly  endowed w it h  th e
• -'.V

means to  in d e p e n d e n t ly  p la n  and c o n s t r u c t  u r g e n t ly  needed ro ad s  

and h ighw ays; and

WHEREAS, th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent h a s  lo n g  n e g le c te d  A la s k a 's

highw ay needs as e v id e n ce d  by the f a c t  th a t  A la s k a  has b e e n  de-
.

p r iv e d  o f  fe d e r a l  a id  h ighw ay funds d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  40 y e a r s  o f- ... S&S

th e se  fu n d s  —  from  1916 to  1956 —  a lth o u g h  p a y in g  a l l  f e d e r a l

to share the federal high
• • ... 

s t a t e s ,  $575 m i l l i o n

WHEREAS, i f  Alaska had been allowed

way a id  on an e q u a l b a s is  w ith  the o t h e r  

would have been r e c e iv e d  s in c e  1916; and
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WHEREAS, w hen  A l a s k a  b e c a m e  a  s tate o n l y  tv/o o f  I t s  m a j o r  

c i t i e s  w ere co n n e cte d  b y  ro a d s , a s i t u a t io n  u n t h in k a b le  i n  th e  

o t h e r  s t a t e s j  and

WHEREAS, it is believed that this situation p l a c e s  on the 

federal g o v e r n m e n t  a responsi b i l i t y  to assist Alaska t o  achieve | j

t h e  same h i g h  degree of road development that has a l r e a d y  been 

obtained b y  Alaska's siBter states; and I

WHEREAS, A la s k a  i s  i n  th e  u n iq u e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  b e in g  r e q u ir e d  I

t o  c o o r d in a t e  num erous h ighw ay p ro g ram s w ith  th e  C a n a d ia n  g o v e rn ­

m ent; and

WHEREAS, U . S .  S e n a te  J o i n t  R e s o lu t io n  No. 137# w h ic h  w ould  

a m e lio r a t e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  h as  b e e n  e n d o rsed  by  th e  U .  S .  D e p a r t­

ment o f  Commerce and a p p ro ve d  b y  th e  B u reau  o f  th e  B u d g e t;

BE I T  RESOLVED b y  th e  L e g is la t u r e  o f  th e  S ta t e  o f  A la s k a  i n  

econd L e g is l a t u r e ,  Second  S e s s io n  a ssem b le d , th a t  t h e  U. S . Con- 

r e s s  i s  u rg e d  to  a p p ro v e  S e n a te  J o in t  R e s o lu t io n  N o. 137# w h ich  

o u ld  a u t h o r iz e  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Commerce, i n  c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  

he S t a t e  o f  A la s k a ,  to  u n d e rta k e  e n g in e e r in g  B tu d ie s  an d  p la n n in g  

surveys p e r t a in in g  to  h ighw ay c o n s t r u c t io n  i n  A la s k a  a n d  betw een  

Alaska an d  Canada; and  be i t

FURTHER RESOLVED, t h a t  c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  b e  se n t t o  

ihe H o n o ra b le  John F .  Kennedy, P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s ;  th e  

o n o ra b le  L u t h e r  H . Hodges, S e c r e t a r y  o f  Commerce; t h e  H o n o ra b le  

Lyndon B .  Jo h n so n , V ic e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and P r e s l  

f  the  S e n a te ;  th e  H o n o ra b le  J o h n  W. M cCorm ack, S p e a k e r  o f  th e  

ouse o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s ;  th e  H o n o ra b le  D e n n is  C h a v e z , C h airm an, 

enate P u b l i c  Works Com m ittee; t h e  H o n o ra b le  H a rry  F .  B y rd , Chairm an  

enate F in a n c e  Com m ittee; th e  H o n o ra b le  W arren G. M agnuson, C h a ir -  

an, S e n a te  I n t e r s t a t e  and F o r e ig n  Commerce Com m ittee; th e  H o n o ra b le  
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C h a r le s  A .  B u c k le y , Chairm an, House P u b lic  Works Com m ittee; 

H o n o ra b le  W ilb u r  D . M i l l s ,  Chairm an, House Ways and Means 

m itte e ;  th e  H o n o ra b le  Oren H a r r i s ,  Chairm an, I n t e r s t a t e  and  

F o re ig n  Commerce Com m ittee; and the  members o f  th e  A la sk a  

t io n  i n  C o n g re ss .


