
IN THE HOUSE BY MR. BLODGETT

HOUSE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. #

IN T H E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SECO N D  LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Re l ating to extending the cro 

runway at the Unal a k l e e t  

Aviation Agency air field.

B E  IT RESOLVED B Y  THE L E GISLATURE OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA IN 

LEGISLATURE, S E C O N D  SESSION ASSEMBLED:

WHEREAS, the United States Air Force uses the FAA air

at Unalakleet for logistics support for its Unalakleet Air Force
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station, and t h e  federally-owned "White Alice" communications 

installation at North River n e a r  Unalakleet receives its air 

support through the Unalakleet air field; and

WHEREAS, the FAA air field at Unalakleet i3 on the m a i n  line 

air route of A l a s k a  Airlines, Inc., a federally subsidized con 

mail carrier; a n d

WHEREAS, Unalakleet is a distribution center for bush a i r­

craft operations serving the communities of Shaktoolik, Ungalik, 

Koyuk, Kaltag, St. Michael, Stebbins, Hamilton and other lower 

Y u k o n  and N o r t o n  Sound points; and

WHEREAS, Unalakleet has a public health service center, a 

Bureau of I n d i a n  Affairs grade school and high school, a Covenant 

Church high school, two stores - the Alaska Native Cooperative 

Store and the Unalakleet T r a d i n g  Company - and the Unalakleet 

Roadhouse, all supplied through the air field; and

WHEREAS, frequent, strong cross-winds on the main runway at 

the Unalakleet FAA air field make it impossible for large 

DC-6-C class to land on it, and the cross-runway is
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s h o rt  f o r  m u lt i- e n g in e  a i r c r a f t  to  la n d  on i t  as  an a l t e r n a t iv e ;  

and

WHEREAS, th e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  la n d in g  la r g e  a i r c r a f t  a t  

U n a la k le e t  when s t r o n g  c ro s s -w in d s  a re  b lo w in g  s e r io u s ly  hampers 

th e  o r d e r ly ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  s a f e ,  e co n o m ica l co n d u ct o f  f l i g h t  t r a f f i c  

on the a i r  f i e l d ,  d is r u p t in g  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f f e r e d  by th e  f e d e r a l  

and p r iv a t e  s c h o o ls  and b u s in e s s e s ,  d is r u p t in g  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  

defen se  and co m m u n icatio n s i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  and d is r u p t in g  an  

im p o rta n t source  o f  s u p p ly  o f  the many p eo p le  s e rv e d  b y  th e  

U n a la k le e t  a i r  f i e l d ,  to  th e  severe  d e tr im e n t o f  a l l  the  p e o p le  

in  th a t  a re a  o f  th e  s t a t e ;

BE I T  RESOLVED by th e  L e g is la t u r e  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  in  

Second L e g is la t u r e ,  Second S e s s io n  assem b led , t h a t  th e  A d m ln is -  

t r a t o r  o f  the F e d e r a l  A v ia t io n  Agency be r e s p e c t f u l l y  re q u e s te d  

to  d i r e c t  the e x te n s io n  o f  th e  c ro ss-ru n w a y  on th e  U n a la k le e t  

F e d e ra l A v ia t io n  A gency a i r  f i e l d  so th a t  i t  can  h a n d le  norm al 

t r a f f i c  u s u a l ly  h a n d le d  by  th e  main runway when th e  m ain runway 

cannot be used  b e c a u se  o f  s t r o n g  c ro s s -w in d s ;  and be i t

FURTHER RESOLVED, t h a t  th e  H o n o rab le  W il l ia m  A . E g an , G overn or  

o f  A la s k a ,  i f  he f in d s  t h a t  th e  F e d e ra l A v ia t io n  Agency ca n n o t  

extend  th e  c ro s s -ru n w a y , be r e s p e c t f u l l y  re q u e s te d  to  d i r e c t  the  

D iv is io n  o f  A v ia t io n ,  D epartm ent o f  P u b lic  W orks, to  do s o ; and 

be i t

FURTHER RESOLVED, t h a t  c o p ie s  o f  t h is  r e s o lu t io n  be m a ile d  

th e  A la s k a  d e le g a t io n  to  C o n g re ss ; th e  H o n o ra b le  N . E .  H a la b y ,  

A d m in is t r a t o r  o f  th e  F e d e r a l A v ia t io n  Agency, th e  H o n o ra b le  

W ill ia m  A . Egan, G o v e rn o r o f  A la s k a ; th e  H o n o ra b le  R ic h a r d  A . 

Downing, C o m m iss io n er o f  P u b l ic  W orks; the H o n o ra b le  A . H . Rom lck, 

C om m issioner o f  Commerce; th e  H o n o rab le  Eugene G . R o guszka ,
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D ir e c t o r ,  D iv is io n  o f  A v ia t io n ;  and the  H onorab le  M ilt o n  L  

A v ia t io n  A d m in is t r a t o r .
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