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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 11 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA 

SECOND LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION

R e l a t i n g  t o  extension of t h e  

A la s k a  R a i l r o a d .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA IN SECOND] 

LEGISLATUREj FIRST SESSION ASSEMBLED:

T h e r e  I s  a n  I m m e d ia t e  n e e d  f o r  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of b r a n c h  

and f e e d e r  l i n e s  o f  t h e  A la s k a  R a i l r o a d  o v e r  a g e n e r a l  u s e  c a u s e ­

way a c r o s s  T u r n a g a i n  A m  t o  t h e  r i c h  K ena i  o i l  f i e l d  a n d  i t s  s u r ­

r o u n d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d ;  and o v e r  t h e  Knik Arm t o  t h e  l u s h  

S u s l t n a  V a l l e y ,  and  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  th e  r i c h  r i v e r  b a r r i e r s  of t h e  

Kuskokwim and t h e  Yukon and t h r o u g h  t h e  Tanana V a l l e y  t o  th e  s i t e  

o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  Rampart Dam.

E conom ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A l a s k a  and t h e  u n l o c k i n g  of i t s  

enorm ous  r e s o u r c e s  i s  a p r e s s i n g  n a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m .  R a i l r o a d s ,  f o r  

e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t  and m i l i t a r y  p u r p o s e s ,  a r e  m ^ e n t l y  n e e d e d  i n  

th e  p i o n e e r  s t a t e .  C o n g r e s s ,  o v e r  47 y e a r s  a g o ,  p a s s e d  t h e  A l a s k a  

R a i l r o a d  A c t  and t h e r e b y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  f e d e r a l  d e v e l o p ­

ment o f  A l a s k a .  The A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  A c t  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a  g o v e r n ­

m ent-ow ned  r a i l r o a d  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o g e t h e r  " w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

b r a n c h  l i n e s ,  f e e d e r s , " i n  o r d e r  t o

" . . . a i d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and  

m i n e r a l  o r  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  o f  A l a s k a , . . . "

" . . . a i d  i n  . . .  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  t h e r e ­

i n  . . .  a s  t o  p r o v i d e  . . .  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  t r o o p s ,  a r m s ,  

m u n i t i o n s  o f  w a r . . . . "

No new r a i l r o a d  b r a n c h e s  o r  s p u r s  o f  any c o n s e q u e n c e  have
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oeen b u i l t  in 47 y e a r s  a n d  t h u s  t h e  intent o f  C o n g r e s s  h a s  been 

thwarted. A l a s k a  is l a r g e l y  d e p r i v e d  of h i g h w a y  aid a n d  should 

not be m a d e  to s u f f e r  f u r t h e r  b y  t o t a l  c e s s a t i o n  of r a i l r o a d  c o n­

struction.
r

H o m e s t e a d e r s  w i t h o u t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to ma'rkets a l r e a d y  await 

a r a i l  carrier. They, i n s t e a d  o f  the g o v e r n m e n t  railroad, have 

p i o n e e r e d  the Kenai, Susitna, a n d  T a n a n a  areas, a head of bridges, 

rails, a n d  h i g h w a y s  o v e r  f r o z e n  rivers. D e p r e s s e d  a r eas of 

Alaska, p r e s e n t l y  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  areas w h e r e  rail t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

is n e c e s s a r y ,  w i l l  b e n e f i t  if the p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  railroad, as 

d i r e c t e d  b y  Congress, is r e a c t i v a t e d  w i t h  v i g o r .  R e a c t i v a t i o n  of 

the r a i l r o a d  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b r i n g  a  re t u r n  to n o r m a l  e m p l o y m e n t  

levels, i n d u s t r y  w i l l  b e n e f i t  a n d  develop, a n d  the m i l i t a r y  

s t r e n g t h  in o u r  n o r t h e r n  b a s t i o n  w i l l  be e n h a n c e d .  A l l  a s p ects of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  u n d e r  I n t e r s t a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n t r o l  mu s t  

be e n c o u r a g e d  in A l a s k a .

BE I T  RESOLVED b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  i n  

S e c o n d  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  a s s e m b l e d  t h a t  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  

J o hn  F. K ennedy ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  

S t e w a r t  L. U d a l l ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ;  a n d  t h e  mem bers  o f  

t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s  a r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  u r g e d  t o  g i v e  

t h e i r  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  r e a c t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  

p r o g r a m .
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