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T H E  H O U S E B Y  MR. N U S U N G I N Y A

H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 3 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E C O N D  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

R e l a t i n g  t o  the use o f  the n a t u r a l  

g a s  supply at B a r r o w  b y  the c i t i z e n s  

o f  that community.

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A  I N  S E C O N D  

L E G I S L A T U R E ,  F I R S T  S E S S I O N  A S S E M B L E D :

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Barrow, A3a ska, are i n  d e s p e r a t e  

n e e d  o f  fu e l  w i t h  w h i c h  to h e a t  their h o m e s  during the h a r s h  Arctic 

w i n t e r ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  t h i s  despe r a t e  n e e d  is a chronic, a n n u a l  o c c u r r e n c e  

c a u s e d  by  B a r r o w ' s  e x t reme i s o l a t i o n  f r o m  its a r t i f i c i a l l y  

d e t e r m i n e d  s o u r c e s  of fuel s u p p l y ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  a r e a d y  source o f  natural gas for fu e l  is n o w  b e i n g  

u s e d  at  Barrow, b u t  e x c l u s i v e l y  by the federal g o v e r n m e n t  as a 

p r i v a t e  m o n o p o l y  f o r  the s e v e r a l  f e d eral agencies l o c a t e d  at 

B a r r o w ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  th i s  source of fuel, a l t h o u g h  held as a p r i v a t e  

m o n o p o l y  by t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  is rightly the p r o p e r t y  of all 

the p e o p l e  - its discovery, e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  transmission, a n d  e v e n  

its v e r y  m o n o p o l y  use being p a i d  for f r o m  the tax m o n e y s  o f  the 

people, i n c l u d i n g  the c i t i z e n s  of Barrow; and

W H E R E A S ,  the on l y  a r g u m e n t  adv a n c e d  against the use o f  the 

n a t u r a l  g a s  b y  the citizens o f  Barrow is that su c h  use -will r e s u l t  

in a m o r e  r a p i d  d i m i n u t i o n  o f  the source than w i l l  the pri v a t e ,  

r e s t r i c t e d  u s e  of the s e v eral f e d e r a l  agencies; and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e s e  federal a g e n c i e s  w o u l d  n ever w a n t  f o r  f u e l
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1 e v e n  i f  t h e  g a s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  e x p e n d e d  and t h e  o n ly  s u f f e r i n g  

t h e y  w o u ld  e x p e r i e n c e  w o u ld  b e  I n c o n v e n i e n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o l d  

su c h  a s  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  B arrow  m ust s u f f e r ;  a n d

WHEREAS, the w e l f a r e  of our c i t i z e n s  is i m m e a s u r a b l y  more  

i m p o r t a n t  than is the conve n i e n c e  of any or a l l  the f e d e r a l  

agencies, and the c o n v e n i e n c e  of a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  should n e v e r  be 

pl a c e d  before the w e l f a r e  o f  the p e o p l e  f r o m  w h ich a l l  l e g i t i m a t e  

g o v e r n m e n t  springs and in w h i c h  all l e g i t i m a t e  powers o f  g o v e r n­

ment rest; and

WHEREAS, f o r m e r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  S e a to n  p r o m i s e d  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  B arrow  t h a t  he w o u ld  do a l l  p o s s i b l e  to  s u p p l y  them w i t h  

n a t u r a l  g a s ;  t h a t  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  w as n o t  o p p o s e d  to  s u c h  a m ove ;  

t h a t  o n l y  t e c h n i c a l ,  l e g a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  s t o o d  i n  th e  w ay  o f  s u c h  

a m ove; and t h a t  i f  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  c o u l d  n o t  be s o l v e d  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  h e  w o u ld  " i n i t i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  m aking t h e  g a s  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  B a rro w  E sk im o s" ;

BE IT  RESOLVED by t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  i n  

S e c o n d  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  a s s e m b l e d ,  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a r e  

r e s p e c t f u l l y  u r g e d  t o  t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  

p o s s i b l e  d a t e  t o  make t h e  n a t u r a l  g a s  s u p p l y  a t  B arrow  a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h a t  com m unity; a n d  b e  i t

FURTHER RESOLVED, t h a t  c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  b e  f o r w a r d e d  

t o  t h e  H o n o r a b le  John F. K ennedy, P r e s i d e n t  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  

t h e  H o n o r a b le  S t e w a r t  U a a l l ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ;  t h e  

H o n o r a b le  R o b e r t  MacHamara, S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e ;  t h e  H o n o r a b le  

Sam R ayburn , S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  t h e  H o n o ra b le  

Lyndon J o h n so n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  S e n a t e ;  t h e  H o n o r a b le  E. L. 

B a r t l e t t  and t h e  H o n o r a b le  E r n e s t  G r u e n in g ,  S e n a t o r s  f r o m  A la s k a ;  
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a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  R a l p h  J. Rivers, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  Alaska.
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