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N  T H E  H O U S E  g y  ^ Q U E S T ^ 3
HOUSE BILL NO. 193 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

'or a n  Act entitled: "An Act relating to damages i n  actions f o r

w r o n g f u l  death; a m e n d i n g  the f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  

of Sec. 61-7-3, A C L A  19^9 as l a s t  a m e n d e d  by] 

Ch. 163, S L A  i960."
3E IT ENACTED 31 THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Section 1. The first paragraph of Sec. 61-7-3, ACLA 19lt-9 as 

amended by Ch. 89, SLA 1949, Ch. 153, S L A  1955, Ch. 6, SLA 1957,

and Ch. 163, SLA i960 is amended to read:
Sec. 6 1 - 7-3. A C T I O N  F O R  W R O N G F U L  DEATH: D I S P O S I T I O N  01 

A M O U N T  R E C O V E R E D .  W h e n  the d e a t h  o f  a p e r s o n  is c a u s e d  b y  

the w r o n g f u l  act o r  o m i s s i o n  of a n o t h e r ,  the p e r s o n a l  r e p r e­

s e n t a t i v e s  of the f o r m e r  m a y  m a i n t a i n  an a c t i o n  t h e r e f o r  

[ T H E R E F O R E ]  a g a i n s t  the latter, if the f o r m e r  m i g h t  h a v e  mainj 

t a i n e d  a n  action, h a d  h e  lived, a g a i n s t  the l a t t e r  f o r  a n  

i n j u r y  d o n e  by  the same a c t  or o m i s s i o n .  S u c h  a c t i o n  s h a l l

be c o m m e n c e d  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  .after the dea t h ,  a n d  the

d a m a g e s  t h e r e i n  s hall [,] be s u c h  d a m a g e s  as t h e  c o u r t  o r  

ju r y m a y  d e e m  f a i r  a n d  ju s t  and t h e  amount r e c o v e r e d ,  if any, 

s h all be e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  the b e n e f i t  of the d e c e d e n t ' s  

h u s b a n d  o r  w i f e  and c h i l d r e n  w h e n  h e  or she l e a v e s  a h u s b a n d ,  

w i f e  o r  child r e n ,  h i m  o r  h e r  s u r v i v i n g  or o t h e r  d e p e n d e n t s ;  

a n d  w h e n  h e  o r  she l e a v e s  no h u s b a n d ,  wife o r  c h i l d r e n ,  or 

o t h e r  d e p e n d e n t s ,  h i m  o r  h e r  s u r v i v i n g ,  [OR O T H E R  D E P E N D E N T S ,  

the a m o u n t  r e c o v e r e d  s h a l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  a s  [OTHER] persona]
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property of the deceased person [BUT SHALL BE LIMITED TO 

PECUNIARY LOSS]. W h e n  the Plaintiff prevails, the trial 

court shall determine the allowable costs and expenses of the 

action and may, in its discretion, require notice and hearing 

thereon. The amount recovered shall be distributed only 

after payment of all cost3 and expenses of suit and debts and| 

expenses of administration.
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