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IN THE HOUSE BY MR. KENDALL

HOUSE BILL NO. 179 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act calling and making provision for a

constitutional convention."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Section 1. A state constitutional convention w i t h  plenary 

powers shall assemble at the capital in 1962 in accordance with 
the schedule set forth in this Act. The convention shall 

assemble and complete its business within 30 days. W i t h i n  40 

days from the date certification of the election of all delegates 

is made, the delegates shall meet at the convention site on the 

call of the governor for no more than five days to organize for 

business and make other necessary arrangements. The convention 

shall then recess for 30 days and reassemble and deliberate for 

the balance of its authorized time.

Sec. 2. A delegate to the convention shall be at least 30 

years of age at the time of filing for election as delegate, a 

continuous resident of Alaska for at least five years, and not be 

an incumbent in or a candidate for any other elective state, 

municipal or school district office.

Sec. 3. The convention shall consist of 62 delegates, 60 of 

whom shall be elected f r o m  the same districts and on the same 

basis as the 60 members of the state legislature according to the 

reapportionment plan adopted in 1961. Two delegates shall be 

elected at-large. The total number of delegates reflects the 

total number of elective positions in the state p;overnment.
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1 Sec. 4. C andidates f o r  election as de legates shall file

2 fr om  t h e i r  r espective d i s t r i c t s  at the s a m e  time candidates f o r

3 the l e g i s l a t u r e  f i l e  and i n  accordance w i t h  the provisions of t h e

4 Alaska E l e c t i o n  Co de  as m o d i f i e d  by th is  Ac t or implemented b y

5 the s e c r e t a r y  of state f o r  this special purpose. The election o f

6 d e l e g a t e s  to the c o n v e n t i o n  shall be m a d e  at a special e lection

7 held c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  primary n o m i n a t i o n s  held in August o f

8 1962 u n d e r  the A l a s k a  E d u c a t i o n  Code. C an di da t es  for delegate

9 p o s i t i o n s  shall b e  listed w i t h o u t  p a r t y  d e s i g n a t i o n  o n  a physi-

10 cally s e p a r a t e  ballot. I n  the event a d e l e g a t e  resigns, dies, o r

11 b e c o m e s  p h y s i c a l l y  or m e n t a l l y  incapa ci ta te d , the l a t t e r  u p o n

12 c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of h i s  c o n d i t i o n  by the s t a t e  Board of Medical

13 E x am in er s,  or removes h i m s e l f  f r o m  the state, the re maining

14 d e l e g a t e s  from h i s  di st r i c t  shall select a replacement. If t h e

15 v a c a n c y  occurs i n  a s i n g l e - m e m b e r  di st r ic t,  the d el eg at i on  f r o m

16 the e n c o m p a s s i n g  senate e le ct i o n  d i s t r i c t  shall fill the v acancy.

17 S e c .  5* D e l e g a t e s  to the c o n v e n t i o n  a r e  entitled to r e c e i v e

18 the s a m e  travel a l l o w a n c e  and per d i e m  p r o v i d e d  for membe rs  o f  -

19 the l e g i s l a t u r e .

20 S e c .  6 . T h e  g o v e r n o r  shall make all n ec es s ar y p r e p a r a t i o n s

21 for t h e  convening of the conve nt io n  a n d  shall preside until

22 t e m p o r a r y  of fi ce rs  are elected. The p r e s i d e n t  and vi ce  p r e s i d e n t

23 of t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  shall be delegates to t he convention. The c o n -

24 v e n t i o n  shall e l e c t  a c o n v e n t i o n  s e c r e t a r y  and a chief clerk f r o m

25 b e yo nd  its membership. T h e  secretary sh a ll  be respo ns ib le  f o r

26 the g e n e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  services r e q ui re d b y

27 the conv e nt io n.  The c hi ef  clerk serves as recording s e c r et a ry

28 and is r e s p o n s i b l e  for clerical services. All executive and

29 l e g i s l a t i v e  a g en c i e s  of t he state g o v e r n m e n t  shall c oo perate w i t h
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o ff ic e r s  and delegates o f  the convention in the ac co m pl is hm en t of 

its work.

Sec. 7. The c o n v e n t i o n  shall certify the c o m p l e t i o n  of its 

w o r k  to the secretary o f  state. The secretary of state shall 

h av e the proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n  and summary t h e r e o f  p r i n t e d  and 

d i s t r i b u t e d  throughout t h e  state. He shall place t h e  proposition 

of r at if y i n g  or r e j e c t i n g  the proposed constitution o n  a separate 

ballot f o r  a decision b y  the voters of the state ln t he first 

statewide election h e l d  more than 120 days a f t e r  t he adjournment 
of the convention. A m a j o r i t y  vote of those votin g is required 

fo r ratification.

Sec. 8 . A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  necessary to the c a ll i ng  a n d  holding 

of the convention p r o v i d e d  for in this Act a n d  the e x t r a  expenses 

incidental to the a t t e n d a n t  elections and p r i n t i n g  o f  the p r o­

posed constitution shall be set f o r t h  as a lin e i t e m  i n  the 

a p p r o pr i at io n made to t h e  Office of the Go vernor in t h e  general 

a p p r op ri a ti on  bill a p p r o v e d  by the legislature at its regul ar  

session in 1962. The a p p r o p r i a t i o n  shall be m a d e  on the basis of 

an e stimate of costs su b mi tt ed  by the governor. F u n d s  allotted 

to the convention shall b e  disbursed and certified b y  t h e  p r e s i­

dent of the convention f o r  such supplies, personnel and  c o n tr ac­

tual services as the c on ve nt io n m a y  deem n e c e ss a ry  w i t h i n  the 

limits of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  made f or that purpose.

Sec. 9* The e f f e c t i v e  date of the p roposed constitution, if 

r a t if ie d  by the people, shall be set forth in the constitution.
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