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B Y  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  
IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  R E Q U E S T  O P  THE G O V E R N O R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 34 

I N  T H E  L E GISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OP A L A S K A  

SECOND LEGI S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S SION 

A B I L L

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to n o t a r i e s  public a n d

repealing prior laws r e l a t i n g  thereto; and 

p r o viding for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  LEGIS L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

S e c t i o n  1. A P P O I N T M E N T  A N D  C O M M I S S I O N  B Y  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  

STATE. T h e  Secretary of State m a y  appoint a n d  c o m m i s s i o n  notariej 

public for the State.

Sec. 2. QUALIFICATIONS. Eve r y  p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  as n o t a r y  

public s h a l l  be, at the time o f  his a p pointment, a c i t i z e n  of the| 

United S t a t e s  and o f  this St a t e  and a r e s i d e n t  a t  least 1 9  years 

of age.

Sec. 3. TERM O F  OFFICE. The t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  of a n o t a r y  

public Is four y e a r s  from a n d  after the date o f  his c o mmission.

Sec. 4. FEES. A fee o f  $20 shall be p a i d  to the S e c r e t a r y  

of State f o r  each com m i s s i o n  I s s u e d  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  a S t a t e  employe) 

N o t hing i n  this Act shall be c o n s t r u e d  as r e q u i r i n g  a p o s t m a s t e r  

to post a b o n d  or b e  issued a commission.

Sec. 5. DUTIES. It is the duty of a n o t a r y  public:

(1) W h e n  requested, to d e m a n d  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  payment 

o f f o r e i g n  and i n l a n d  bills o f  exchange, or p r o m i s s o r y  notes, to 

p rotest t h e m  for n o n a c c e p t a n c e  and nonpayment, and to e x e r c i s e  

such o t h e r  powers a n d  duties as by the l a w  o f  nations a n d  

a c c o r d i n g  to commercial usages, or by the l a w s  of any o t h e r  state| 

government, or country, m a y  be pe r f o r m e d  b y  notaries.
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1 (2) To take the a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  o r  p r o o f  o f  powe r s  o f  

attorney, mortgages, deeds, grants, tra n s f e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  I n s t r u­

men t s  o f  w r i t i n g  e x e c u t e d  b y  a n y  person, a n d  to g i v e  a c e r t i f i c a t  

o f  s u c h  p r o o f  o r  ackno w l e d g m e n t ,  e n d o r s e d  o n  o r  a t t a c h e d  to t h e  

i n s trument. S u c h  c e r t i f i c a t e  shall be s i g n e d  b y  h i m  in h i s  o w n  

h a n d w r i t i n g .

(3) To t a k e  d e p o s i t i o n s  a n d  a f f i d a v i t s ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r  

o a t h s  and aff i r m a t i o n s ,  in a l l  matters i n c i d e n t  to the duties o f  

the office, o r  to be u s e d  b e f o r e  any court, judge, officer, o r  

b o a r d  in t h i s  State. A n y  deposition, a f f i d a v i t ,  oath, or 

a f f i r m a t i o n  shall be s i g n e d  b y  h i m  in his o w n  h a n d w r i t i n g .  He 

s h a l l  e n d o r s e  after h i s  si g n a t u r e  the date o f  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  h i s  

c o mmission.

Sec. 6. P R E S E N C E  R E Q U I R E D ;  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N .  A n o t a r y  p u b l i c  

s h a l l  r e q u i r e  oaths a n d  a f f i r m a t i o n s  to be g i v e n  in his p r e s e n c e  

a n d  r e q u i r e  p e r sons a p p e a r i n g  before h i m  to p r o d u c e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o

Sec. 7. SEAL. A n o t a r y  public s h a l l  p r o v i d e  and k e e p  a n  

o f f i c i a l  seal, u p o n  w h i c h  sh a l l  be e n g r a v e d  t h e  words, "State o f  

A l a s k a "  and "Notary Public, 11 t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  n a m e  of the n o t a r y  

He sh a l l  a u t h e n t i c a t e  w i t h  his official s e a l  a l l  o f f i c i a l  acts.

Sec. 8. N O T I C E  O F  B I L L  OR N O T E  F O R  N O N A C C E P T A N C E  OR 

N O N - P A Y M E N T .  The p r o t e s t  o f  a n o t a r y  public, u n d e r  h i s  h a n d  a n d  

o f f i c i a l  seal, of a b i l l  o f  exchange or p r o m i s s o r y  note for 

n o n - a c c e p t a n c e  o r  n o n p a y m e n t ,  specifying:

(a) The t i m e  a n d  place o f  p r e s e n t m e n t ;

(b) The fact that p r e s e n t m e n t  w a s  m a d e  a n d  the m a n n e r

thereof;

(c) T h e  cau s e  o r  r e a s o n  f o r  p r o t e s t i n g  the bill;

(d) The d e m a n d  m a d e  a n d  t h e  a n s w e r  given, if any, o r
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t h e  fact that the drawee or a c c e p t o r  could not be found; is p r i m a

f a c i e  evidence of the facts r e c i t e d  therein.

Sec. 9. DEATH, RESIGNATION, DI S Q U A L I F I C A T I O N ,  OR REMOVAL OF 

A NOTARY. If a n y  n o t a r y  public dies, resigns, is disqualified, 

r e m o v e d  from office, or remo v e s  f r o m  the State, all h i s  public 

p a p e r s  shall be de l i v e r e d  to the S e c r e t a r y  of State. The p r o­

c e d u r e s  found in the Administrative P r o c e d u r e  Act shall be followed 

i n the revocation of the c o m m i s s i o n  of a n o t a r y  public.

Sec. 10. F I L I N G  OATH OF OFFICE. The pers o n  to be appointed 

a  n o t a r y  public shall forward to the S e c r e t a r y  of State his

n o t a r i z e d  oath of office, signed by the p e r s o n  to be appointed with

h i s  o w n  proper signature.

Sec. 11. M I S C O N D U C T  O R  NEGLECT. For the misc o n d u c t  or 

n e g l e c t  of a n o t a r y  public, he and the s u r e t i e s  on h i s  official 

b o n d  are liable to the p e r s o n s  injured t h e r e b y  for the damages 

sustained.

Sec. 12. S T A T E  EM P L O Y E E S  AS NOTARIES.

(1) The Secretary of State m a y  appoint a n d  commission 

s t a t e  employees as n o t aries public of the State to act for and in 

b e h a l f  of a d e p a r t m e n t  of the State g o v e r n m e n t  as h e  considers 

p r o p e r .  Whenever such a n o t a r y  is a p p o i n t e d  and commissioned, 

the h e a d  of the d e p a r t m e n t  shall execute a c e r t i f i c a t e  that the 

a p p o i n t m e n t  is made for the p u r p o s e s  of the department, and 

’wh e n e v e r  such a c e rtificate is filed with the S e c r e t a r y  of State, 

no fees m a y  be charged for the filing or issuance of any document 

in c o n n e c t i o n  with such appointment.

(2) Any d e p a r t m e n t  for w h i c h  a n o t a r y  public is 

a p p o i n t e d  and commis s i o n e d  pursuant to this section m a y  p a y  from 

a n y  funds available for its support the p r e m i u m s  on a n y  bond and 
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1 th e  c o s t  o f  any s ta m p s, s e a l s ,  o r  o t h e r  s u p p lie s  r e q u ir e d  i n  c o n ­

2 n e c t io n  w ith  th e  a p p o in tm e n t, co m m iss io n , o r  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  th e

3 d u t ie s  o f  su ch  n o t a r y  p u b l i c .

4 (3 )  Any f e e s  c o l le c t e d  o r  o b ta in e d  b y  any n o t a r y  p u b ­

5 l i c  whose docum ents h ave  been f i l e d  w ith o u t  ch a rg e  and f o r  whom

6 bond prem ium s have been  p a id  by a S t a t e  agency s h a l l  be r e m it t e d

7 b y  h im  t o  th e  S ta t e  d e p a rtm e n t by w h ic h  he i s  em ployed and p a id

8 in t o  th e  G e n e ra l Fund o f  th e  S t a t e .  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  S e c . 3 o f  t h in

9 A c t ,  th e  t e r m in a t io n  o f  employm ent s h a l l  re v o k e  th e  co m m iss io n  o f

10 any n o t a r y  whose docum ents h ave  been f i l e d  w ith o u t  ch a rg e  and f o r

11 whom bond prem ium s h ave  been p a id  b y  a  S ta te  a g e n c y .

12 S e c . 1 3 . POSTMASTERS AS NOTARIES.

13 ( l )  Each  p o s tm a s te r  w it h in  th e  S ta te  i s  a u t h o r iz e d  to

14 p e rfo rm  a l l  th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  a n o t a r y  p u b l ic  w it h in  th e  S t a t e .

15 (2 )  Each o f f i c i a l  a c t  o f  a  p o s tm a s te r  a s  n o t a r y  p u b l i c

16 s h a l l  be s ig n e d  by th e  p o s tm a s te r , w it h  a d e s ig n a t io n  o f  h i s

17 t i t l e  a s  p o s tm a s te r ,  s h a l l  h ave  a f f ix e d  the  c a n c e l la t io n  stam p

18 o f  th e  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  and s h a l l  s t a t e  th e  name o f  th e  p o s t  o f f i c e .

19 and th e  d a te  on w h ich  such a c t  was d o n e .

20 (3 )  The p o s tm a s te r  i s  a u th o r iz e d  to  ch a rg e  and r e c e iv e

21 th e  f e e s  a n o t a r y  w ou ld  r e c e iv e  f o r  s im i l a r  s e r v ic e s .

22 S e c . 1 4 . SAVINGS CLAUSE. T h is  A ct s h a l l  n o t be c o n s t r u e d

23
j

as  to  e f f e c t  th e  r e le a s e  o r  e x t in g u is h m e n t o f  any l i a b i l i t y  o r

24 f o r f e i t u r e  in c u r r e d  o r  r i g h t  a c c r u in g  under an y  p r e v io u s  la w
'

25 r e g u la t in g  n o t a r ie s .  A l l  co m m iss io n s  p r e s e n t ly  in  e f f e c t  c o n t in u e

26 u n t i l  th e y  e x p ir e  o r  a re  te rm in a te d  b y  d e a th , d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,

27 r e s ig n a t io n ,  re m o va l from  th e  S t a t e ,  o r  u n t i l  th e  n o t a r y  i s

28 removed fro m  o f f i c e  b y  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta te  p u rs u a n t  to  th e

29 A d m in is t r a t iv e  P ro c e d u re  A c t .

HB #34 as amended b y  - 4 -  
th e  S enate

Q O
L



n

S e c . 1 5 . REPEALER. The f o l lo w in g  la w s  and p a r t s  o f  la w s

a re  r e p e a le d :  S e c s . 1 7 -1 -1 *  ACLA  19 4 9 , a s  amended b y  S e c . 1 ,

Ch. 3* SLA 1 9 5 9 ; 1 7 -1 -2 , ACLA 19^ 9, a s  amended b y  S e c .  2 , C h . 3 ,

SLA 1959; 1 7 - 1 - 3 ,  ACLA 19 4 9 , a s  amended b y  S e c . 3 , C h . 3 , SLA

1959; 1 7 -1 -4 , ACLA 1949, a s  amended b y  S e c . 4 ,  C h . 3 ,  SLA  1 9 5 9 ; 

1 7 -1 -5 , 1 7 - 1 - 6 ,  1 7 -1 -7 , 1 7 - 1 - 8 ,  1 7 - 1 - 9 ,  1 7 -1 -1 0 , 1 7 - 1 - 1 1 , 1 7 - 1 - 1 2 ,  

2 3 -1 -1 , 2 3 - 1 - 2 ,  2 3 -1 -3 , ACLA 1 9 4 9 ; th e  A c t  r e p e a l in g  C h . 1 ,  SLA  

19 59.

S e c . 1 6 . EFFE C TIV E  D ATE. The e f f e c t i v e  d a te  o f  t h i s  A c t  

i s  J U ly  1 ,  1961 .
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