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BY RULES COMMITTEE 
:N T H E  HOUSE B Y  REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 34

IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA

S E C O N D  LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

?or an Act entitled: "An Act relating to notaries public; and

providing an effective d a t e ."

3E IT ENACTED B Y  T H E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Section 1. APPOINTMENT AND COMMISSION B Y  SECRETARY OF 

3TATE. The Secretary of State may appoint and commission notaries 

public for the State.

Sec. 2. QUALIFICATIONS. Every person appointed as notary 

public shall be, at the time of his appointment, a citizen of the 

United States and of this State and at least 19 years of age.

Sec. 3* TERM OF OFFICE. The term of office of a notary 

public is four years from and after the date of his commission.

Sec. 4. FEES. A fee of $10 shall be paid to the Secretary 

of State for each commission issued other t h a n  to a State employee 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed as requiring a postmaster 

to post a bond or be Issued a commission.

Sec. 5. DUTIES. It is the duty of a notary public:

(1) W h e n  requested, to demand acceptance and payment 

of foreign and inland bills of exchange, or promissory notes, to 

protest them for nonacceptance and nonpayment, and to exercise 

such other powers and duties as by the law of nations and acc o r d­

ing to commercial usages, or by the laws of any other state, g o v­

ernment, or country, may be performed by notaries.

(2) To take the acknowledgment or proof of powers of 

attorney, mortgages, deeds, grants, transfers, and other inst r u­
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ments o f  w r it in g  executed  b y  any p e rso n , and to  g iv e  a c e r t i f i c a t e  

o f  such  p ro o f  o r  aclm ow ledgm ent, endorsed on o r  a tta ch e d  to  th e  

in s t ru m e n t . Such c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  be s ig n e d  by him in  h is  own 

h a n d w r it in g .

(3) To ta k e  d e p o s it io n s  and a f f i d a v i t s ,  and a d m in is te r  

o a th s  and a f f ir m a t io n s ,  i n  a l l  m atters  in c id e n t  to  the  d u t ie s  o f  

th e  o f f i c e ,  o r  to  be used b e fo re  any c o u r t ,  ju d g e , o f f i c e r ,  o r  

b o ard  i n  t h is  S t a t e .  Any d e p o s it io n ,  a f f i d a v i t ,  o a th , o r  a f f ir m a ­

t io n  s h a l l  be s ig n e d  by him  i n  h is  own h a n d w rit in g . He s h a l l  

en d orse  a f t e r  h is  s ig n a tu re  th e  date  o f  e x p ir a t io n  o f  h is  com­

m is s io n .

S e c . 6 . RECORDS; CERTIFIED COPIES. A n o ta ry  p u b l ic  s h a l l  

keep a re c o rd  o f  a l l  o f f i c i a l  a c ts  done b y  him  and a re c o rd  o f  the 

p a r t ie s  t o ,  d a te , and c h a r a c te r  o f  e very  in s tru m e n t acknow ledged  

o r  p roved  b e fo re  h im . When re q u e s te d , and upon payment o f  th e  fee  

t h e r e f o r ,  a n o ta ry  p u b l ic  s h a l l  make and g iv e  a c e r t i f i e d  co p y  o f 

any re c o rd  in  h is  o f f i c e .

S e c . 7* S E A L . A n o ta ry  p u b l ic  s h a l l  p ro v id e  and keep an  

o f f i c i a l  s e a l ,  upon w hich s h a l l  be engraved th e  w ords, " S ta te  o f  

A la s k a "  and "N o ta ry  P u b l i c , " to g e th e r  w ith  th e  name o f  th e  n o ta ry .  

He s h a l l  a u th e n t ic a te  w ith  h is  o f f i c i a l  s e a l  a l l  o f f i c i a l  a c t s .

S e c . 8 . NOTICE OF B IL L  OR NOTE FOR NONACCEPTANCE OR NON­

PAYMENT. The p r o t e s t  o f  a n o ta ry  p u b l ic ,  under h is  hand and 

o f f i c i a l  s e a l ,  o f  a b i l l  o f  exchange o r  p ro m is s o ry  n o te  f o r  non- 

a cce p ta n ce  o r nonpaym ent, s p e c if y in g :

(a) The tim e and p la c e  o f  p rese n tm e n t.

(b) The f a c t  t h a t  presentm ent was made and th e  manner

t h e r e o f .

(c )  The cause o r  re a so n  f o r  p r o t e s t in g  th e  b i l l .
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(d) The demand made and the answer given, lf any, or 

the fact that the drawee or acceptor could not be found, Is prima 

fade evidence of the facts recited therein.

Sec. 9. DEATH, RESIGNATION, DISQUALIFICATION, O R  R E M OVAL OF 

A NOTARY. If any notary public dies, resigns, is disqualified, 

removed from office, or removes from the State, his records and 

all his public papers shall be delivered to the Se c r e t a r y  of State 

The procedures found in the Administrative Procedure Act shall be 

followed in the revocation of the commission of a n o t a r y  public.

Sec. 10. BOND, AMOUNT, APPROVAL. Every person appointed a 

notary public after the effective date of this Act shall execute 

an official bond in the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5*000), 

executed by an admitted surety insurer. The person to be appointed 

a notary public shall forward with his official bond to the 

Secretary of State his notarized oath of office, signed by the 

person to be appointed with his own proper signature. Upon 

receipt of the bond, the Secretary of State shall k e e p  the bond 

for one year following the expiration of the term of the c o m m i s­

sion for which the bond is issued after which said b o n d  m a y  be

disposed of. Such disposition does not affect the time for

commencement of actions on the bond. A certified c o p y  of the 

record of the official bond with all affidavits, acknowledgments, 

endorsements, and attachments, may be read in evidence w i t h  like 

effect as the original thereof, without further proof.

Sec. 11. MISCONDUCT OR NEGLECT. For the misconduct or 

neglect of a notary public, he and the sureties on his official

bond are liable to the persons injured thereby for all the

damages sustained.

Sec. 12. STATE EMPLOYEES AS NOTARIES.
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1 (1) The S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  may a p p o in t  and co m m ission  

s t a t e  em ployees as n o t a r ie s  p u b l ic  o f  th e  S t a t e  to  a c t  f o r  and in  

b e h a l f  o f  a departm ent o f  th e  S t a t e  governm ent as he c o n s id e r s  

p r o p e r .  Whenever su ch  a n o t a r y  i s  a p p o in te d  and co m m iss io n ed , th e  

head o f  th e  departm ent s h a l l  e x e c u te  a c e r t i f i c a t e  t h a t  th e  appoint] 

ment i s  made f o r  th e  p u rp o se s  o f  th e  d e p a rtm e n t, and w henever 

su ch  a c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  f i l e d  w ith  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  no fe e s  

may be  charged f o r  th e  f i l i n g  o r  is s u a n c e  o f  a n y  docum ent i n  co n ­

n e c t io n  w ith  such  a p p o in tm e n t .

(2) Any d ep artm en t f o r  w h ich  a n o t a r y  p u b l ic  i s  

a p p o in te d  and co m m ission ed  p u rs u a n t t o  t h i s  s e c t io n  may p ay  from  

any fu n d s  a v a i la b le  f o r  i t s  s u p p o rt  th e  prem ium s on an y  bond and  

th e  c o s t  o f  any stam ps, s e a ls ,  o r  o t h e r  s u p p l ie s  r e q u ir e d  i n  co n ­

n e c t io n  w ith  th e  a p p o in tm e n t, co m m iss io n , o r  p e rfo rm a n ce  o f  th e  

d u t ie s  o f  such n o t a r y  p u b l i c .

(3) Any fe e s  c o l le c t e d  o r  o b ta in e d  by  any n o t a r y  p u b l ic  

whose docum ents have been f i l e d  w ith o u t  ch a rg e  and f o r  whom bond 

prem ium s have been  p a id  b y  a S t a t e  a g en cy  s h a l l  be r e m it t e d  b y  

him  t o  th e  S ta te  d ep artm en t b y  w h ich  he i s  em ployed and p a id  in t o  

th e  G e n e ra l Fund o f  th e  S t a t e .  N o tw ith s ta n d in g  S e c . 3 o f  t h i s  

A c t ,  th e  t e r m in a t io n  o f  em ploym ent s h a l l  re v o k e  th e  co m m iss io n  

o f  a n y  n o ta ry  whose docum ents have been f i l e d  w ith o u t  ch a rg e  and 

f o r  whom bond prem ium s have been  p a id  by a S t a t e  a g e n c y .

S e c .  13 . POASTMASTERS AS NOTARIES.

(1) E a ch  p o s tm a s te r  w it h in  th e  S t a t e  i s  a u t h o r iz e d  to  

p e r fo rm  a l l  th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  a n o t a r y  p u b l ic  w it h in  th e  S t a t e .

(2) E ach  o f f i c i a l  a c t  o f  a p o s tm a s te r  as n o t a r y  p u b l ic  

s h a l l  be s ig n e d  b y  th e  p o s tm a s te r , w ith  a d e s ig n a t io n  o f  h i s  t i t l e  

as p o s tm a s te r , s h a l l  have a f f ix e d  th e  c a n c e l la t io n  stam p o f  th e  
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p o s t  o f f i c e ,  and s h a l l  s t a t e  the  name o f  th e  p o s t  o f f i c e  and th e  

d a te  on w h ich  su ch  a c t  was done.

(3) P o stm a ste rs  s h a l l  k ee p  the  same re c o rd s  p u rsu a n t  

to  S e c . 6 o f  t h i s  A c t  t h a t  a n o ta ry  would k e e p . These  r e c o r d s  

a re  s u b je c t  t o  p u b l ic  in s p e c t io n  and s h a l l  be t ra n s m it te d  to  the  

p o s tm a s te r 's  s u c c e s s o r  in  o f f i c e .

(4 ) The p o s tm a s te r  i s  a u th o r iz e d  t o  charge  and r e c e iv e  

th e  fe e s  a  n o t a r y  w ould r e c e iv e  f o r  s im i la r  s e r v i c e s .

S e c .  14 . SAVINGS CLAUSE. T h is  A ct s h a l l  n o t be c o n s tru e d  

as to  e f f e c t  th e  r e le a s e  o r  e x tin g u ish m e n t o f  any l i a b i l i t y  o r  

f o r f e i t u r e  in c u r r e d  o r  r i g h t  a c c r u in g  under any p re v io u s  law  

r e g u la t in g  n o t a r ie s .  A l l  co m m iss io n s p r e s e n t ly  i n  e f f e c t  c o n tin u e  

u n t i l  th e y  e x p ir e  o r  a re  te rm in a te d  b y  d e a th , d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  

r e s ig n a t io n ,  rem o va l from  th e  S t a t e ,  o r  u n t i l  th e  n o ta ry  i s  

rem oved fro m  o f f i c e  by th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta te  p u rsu a n t t o  th e  

A d m in is t r a t iv e  P ro ce d u re  A c t .

S e c . 13- REPEALER. The f o l lo w in g  laws and p a r t s  o f  law s  

a re  r e p e a le d :  S e c s .  1 7 -1 -1 , ACLA 1949* as amended by S e c . 1 , Ch.

3 , SLA 1959; 1 7 -1 -2 , ACLA 1949, as amended b y  S e c . 2 , Ch. 3 ,

SLA 1959; 17-1 3 , ACLA 1949, as amended b y  S e c .  3 , Ch. 3 , SLA  

1959; 1 7 -1 -4 , ACLA 1949, a s  amended b y  S e c . 4 ,  Ch. 3 , SLA 1959; 

1 7 -1 -5 , 1 7 -1 -6 , 1 7 -1 -7 , 1 7 -1 -8 , 1 7 -1 -9 , 1 7 -1 -1 0 , 1 7 -1 -1 1 , 1 7 -1 -1 2 , 

2 3 -1 -1 , 2 3 -1 -2 , 2 3 -1 -3 , ACLA 1949.

S e c . 1 6 . EFFECTIVE D ATE. The e f f e c t iv e  d a te  o f  t h i s  A c t  

i s  J u ly  1 , 1961.
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