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B Y  SENATORS OWEN, LOGAN, SMITH 
I N  T H E  SENATE A N D  PERATROVICH

S E N A T E  MEMORIAL NO. 9 

IN T H E  LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA 

FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

T O  T H E  HONORABLE SAM RAYBURN, SPEAKER OF THE H O U S E  OP REPRESENTA­

TIVES; THE HONORABLE R I C H A R D  NIXON, PRESIDENT O P  THE SENATE; T H E  

H O N O R A B L E  E. L. BARTLETT A N D  THE HONORABLE ERNEST GRUENING, SEN­

ATO R S  PROM ALASKA; A N D  T H E  HONORABLE RALPH J. RIVERS, REPRESENTA­

T I V E  PROM ALASKA:

Your Memorialist, the Senate of the State of Alaska in First 

Legislature, Second S e s sion assembled respectfully submits that: 

WHEREAS, four conventions and a protocol were formulated 

at the United Nations Conference on Law of the Sea; h e l d  at 

Geneva, February 24 to April 27* 1958* as follows:

(1) Convention on the Territorial S e a  and the Contiguoui

Zone;

(2) Convention on the High Seas;

(3) Convention on Pishing and Conservation of the

Living Resources of the High Seas;

(4) Convention on the Continental Shelf; and

(5) Optional Protocol of Signature Concerning the

Compulsory Settlement of Disputes; and

WHEREAS, the said conventions and protocol were signed on

behalf of the United States of America on September 15, 1958, a n d  

h a v e  been referred to the Senate of the United States where t h e y  

are now pending the advice and consent of that body to ratifica­

tion by the United States; and

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska considers that the said conven­

tions and protocol represent a significant step forward in the
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1 codification of rules of international law in time of peace and 

thus p r o m o t e  the interests of the international community; and 

WHEREAS, it is no t e d  that the Convention on P i s h i n g  and 

Conservation of the Living Resources of the High S e a s  is the 

first international legislation d e a l i n g  comprehensively with 

conservation problems and, as such, provides a s o u n d  basis for 

international cooperation in determining the need f o r  and in the 

adoption of such conservation m e a s u r e s  as are n e c e s s a r y  to make 

(possible the maximum sustainable p r o d u c t i v i t y  of h i g h  seas 

(fishery resources; and

WHEREAS, it is n o t e d  that the said Convention o n  Pishing and 

I Conservation of the Living Resources of the High S e a s  was referred 

to the S e n a t e  of the Uni t e d  States w i t h  a recommendation that the 

Senate a d v i s e  and consent to its r a t ification subject to an under­

standing as regards the conservation procedure k n o w n  as "absten­

tion";

N O W  THEREFORE, Y o u r  M e m orialist urges that t h e  Senate o f  the 

(United Stat e s  advise and consent to ratification o f  the aforesaid 

conventions and protocol b y  the U n i t e d  States, subject, in the 

case of the Convention on Pishing a n d  Conservation of the Living 

[Resources of the High Seas, to the p r o p o s e d  understanding as 

[regards the conservation procedure kn o w n  as "abst e n t i o n”.
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