
IN THE SENATE BY SENATORS BRONSON AND HOPSON

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3 

IN THE LEGISLATURE O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to allowing the village 

of Barrow access to natural gas 

for heating.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

IN FIRST SESSION ASSEMBLED:

WHEREAS, the people of Barrow have been promised by the 

Federal government and more particularly by representatives of 

the Department of the Interior that all possible steps would be 

taken to make natural gas for heating available to the Eskimo 

people of Barrow; and

V/HEREAS, at present all available natural gas in the area 

is controlled by the Federal government; and

V/HEREAS, the old Naval petroleum exploration camp three 

miles from the village has used natural gas for heating for 

over a decade and other Federal agencies in the area have pooled 

their resources to tap the Naval line for their own purposes; 

and

V/HEREAS, the pipeline servicing the Naval camp in that 

area carries sufficient natural gas for the use of the villagers; 

and

V/HEREAS, the Federal representatives of the Department of 

the Interior have also stated that they would attempt to procure 

certain surplus Naval equipment and supplies now in Barrow for 

use in tapping the pipeline for village use; and

V/HEREAS, present fuel costs to the villagers of Barrow are
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..mu tmfrt* ,

p r o h i b i t i v e ,  w i t h  c o a l  g o i n g  a s  h i g h  a s  f o r t y - t w o  d o l l a r s  a ton 

t i n g  i n  t h e  i n a d e q u a t e  h e a t i n g  o f  m a n y  h o m e s  i n  t h e  

o f  a  p l e n t i f u l ,  n e a r b y  a n d  u n u s e d  n a t u r a l  g a s  s u p p l y ;  a n d  

V / H E R E A S ,  t o  t h i s  d a t e  n o  k n o w n  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r  h a s  

e e n  t a k e n  e i t h e r  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  o r  b y  a n d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  F e d e r a l  a g e n c y ;

NOV/ T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  F i r s t  L e g i s l a t u r e  of 

t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  i n  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  a s s e m b l e d ,  d o e s  r e s p e c t ­

f u l l y  r e c o r d  i t s  d e s i r e  th a t  n e e d e d  e x p e d i e n t  a c t i o n  b e  t a k e n  b y  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of 

l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  b y  o t h e r  m e a n s ,  t o  m a k e  p o s s i b l e ,  t h r o u g h  p r i v a t e  

o r  p u b l i c  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  a b u n d a n t  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  

a r c t i c  n a t u r a l  g a s  t o  t h e  E s k i m o s  o f  B a r r o w ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  a c o p y  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  b e  t r a n s ­

m i t t e d  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  Fred A .  S e a t o n ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ;  t o  the H o n o r a b l e  E. L. B a r t l e t t  a n d  the 

H o n o r a b l e  E r n e s t  G r u e n i n g ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r s  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  

o f  A l a s k a ;  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  R a l p h  J. R i v e r s ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  

A. E g a n ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d  to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a m e s  H a w k i n s ,  

t h e  A l a s k a  A r e a  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s .


