
1 IN THE SENATE BY SENATORS BRONSON AND HOPSON

2 SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 7

8 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

6 TO T H E  HONORABLE FRED A. SEATON, SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

6 THE INTERIOR; THE HONORABLE E. L. BARTLETT AND THE HONORABLE ERNESjP

7 GRUENING, UNITED STATES SENATORS FROM THE STATE OF ALASKA; AND THE 

HONORABLE RALPH J. RIVERS, UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE 

ST A T E  OF ALASKA:

Your Memorialist, the Legislature of. the State of Alaska in 

First Session assembled, respectfully submit that:

WHEREAS, the people of Barrow have been promised by the 

Federal government and more particularly by representatives of the 

Department of the Interior that all possible steps would be taken 

to make natural gas for heating available to the people of Barrow; 

and

WHEREAS, at present all available natural gas in the area is 

controlled by the Federal government; and

WHEREAS, the old Naval petroleum e;:ploration camp three miles

from the village has U3ed natural gas for heating for over a

decade and other Federal agencies in the area have pooled their 

resources to tap the Naval line for their own purposes; and

WHEREAS, the pipeline servicing the Naval camp in that area

carries sufficient natural ga3 for the use of the villagers; and

WHEREAS, the Federal representatives of the Department of the 

Interior have also stated that they would attempt to procure 

certain surplus Naval equipment and supplies now in Barrow for use 

in tapping the pipeline for village use; and

WHEREAS, present fuel costs to the villagers of Barrow are
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• prohibitive, with coal going as high as forty-two dollars a ton 

resulting in the inadequate heating of many homes in the face of 

a plentiful, nearby and unused natural gas supply; and

WHEREAS, to this date no known action on this matter has

been taken either by the Department of the Interior or by an

through the Bureau of Indian Affairs or any other Federal agency;
*

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memorialist does respectfully record its 

desire that needed expedient action be taken by the Department of 

the Interior, either through the initiation of legislation or by 

other means, to make possible, through private or public efforts, 

the distribution of the abundant and available arctic natural gas

to the people of Barrow
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