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IN THE SENATE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE ,

SENATE JO I N T  MEMORIAL N O . 5 
IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE S T A T E  OP ALASKA 

FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

TO THE HONORABLE FRED A. SEATON, SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR; THE 

HONORABLE E. L. BARTLETT A N D  THE HONORABLE ERNEST GRUENING,

SENATORS FROM ALASKA, THE HONORABLE RALPH J. RIVERS, REPRESENTATIVJ! 

FROM ALASKA; AND T H E  HONORABLE WILLIAM A. EGAN, GOVERNOR OF ALASKA: 

Y o u r  Memorialist, the Legislature of the State of Alaska in 

First Session assembled, respectfully submits that:

WHEREAS, an area of 2,924 square miles in two separate 

parcels at the mouth of the Koskokwlm River in the State of Alaskaj 

has been requested for withdrawal as a wildlife refuge by the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service; and

WHEREAS, of this proposed withdrawal area of one million, 

eight hundred thousand acres, approximately twenty percent thereof 

consists of navigable waters of the State; and

WHEREAS, the mouth of the Koskokwiin River has been histori­

cally and 13 presently an area wherein many of the natives of that 

part of Alaska find their sustenance and make their living, thus 

making the possibility of the Federal withdrawal a source of great 

alarm to the inhabitants o f  the area; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Alaska has had no 

opportunity to study the proposed withdrawal, and therefore, can­

not ascertain its likely effects upon the economy and ecology of 

the State; and

WHEREAS, such a withdrawal, affecting such a large area, Is 

certain to have an Impact upon the new State of Alaska, the rami­

fications of which impact needs must be studied in detail by the
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e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  the p e o p l e  o f  Alaska so that a n  i n t e l l l

gent r e p o r t  t h e r e o n  c a n  be  g i v e n  and so t h a t  p r o t e s t  o r  a p p r o v a l
■
t h e r e o f  c a n  be effected;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E ,  Y o u r  Mem o r i a l i s t ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  the State 

of A l a s k a  i n  First S e s s i o n  a s s e m b l e d  r e s p e c t f u l l y  urges, o n  be- 

h a l f  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  of  Alaska, that a n y  f i n a l  a c t i o n  o n  the p r o­

p o s e d  K u s k o k w i m  w i t h d r a w a l  be d e l a y e d  u n t i l  the Alaska L e g i s l a­

t u r e  h a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to s tudy the p r o p o s a l  in d e t a i l  a n d  e x ­

p r e s s  i t s  v i e w s  thereon; and that the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  the Interior, 

i n  d r a w i n g  any w i t h d r a w a l  order, d e f i n e  and d e l i m i t  the n a v i g a b l e  

w a t e r s  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  wi t h i n  s u c h  area so that such w a t e r s

m a y  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  3 u c h  p r o j e c t ,  s u c h  w a t e r s  b e i n g ,  i n  t h e

o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  n o t  p r o p e r l y

s u b j e c t  t o  s u c h  a  F e d e r a l  w i t h d r a w a l


