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1 I N  T H E  SENATE BY COMMITTEE O N  LOCAL GOVERNMENT

2 SENATE B I L L  NO. 90

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIRST LEGISLATURE - F I R S T  SESSION

6 A BILL

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act to provide for reservation of the

7 p o w e r s  of the i n i t i a t i v e  and referendum to

8 the people of e v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  subdivision of

8 the State with r e f e r e n c e  to all legislative

1° au t h o r i t y  and a m e n d m e n t s  to charters for its

11 own government; and e s t a b l i s h i n g  procedures

for e x e r c i s i n g  said powers."

B E  IT ENACTED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

Section 1. RESERVATION OF POWERS. The powers of the initia­

tive and referendum r e s e r v e d  by the C o n s t i t u t i o n  to the people of

the State, are h e r e b y  r e s e r v e d  to t h e  people o f  every political 

subdivision n o w  e x i s t i n g  o r  which  s h a l l  h e r e a f t e r  be created 

w i t h i n  this State, with r e f e r e n c e  t o  all legislative authority 

w h i c h  it may exercise, and amendments to c h a r t e r s  for its own 

g o v e r n m e n t .

Sec. 2. PETITION-SIGNATURES-FILING. Ev e r y  petition for 

eit h e r  the initiative or referendum in the government of a

political subdivision shall be signed by a number of qualified

electors residing within the territorial limits of such political 

subdivision equal to twenty-five p e r  centum of the total number of 

votes cast at the next preceding election, and every such petition 

shall be filed with the chief executive officer of such political 

subdivision.

Sec. 3. PRESENTATION OF PETITION TO LEGISLATIVE B0DY- 
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1 S U B M I S S I O N  T O  V O T E R S .  W h e n  s u c h  p e t i t i o n  d e m a n d s  t h e  e n a c t m e n t

2 o f  a n  o r d i n a n c e  o r  o t h e r  l e g a l  a c t  o t h e r  t h a n  ( a )  t h e  g r a n t ,

3 e x t e n s i o n  o r  r e n e w a l  o f  a  f r a n c h i s e  o r  ( b )  t h e  h i r i n g ,  r e t e n t i o n

4 o r  f i r i n g  o f  a n  e m p l o y e e ,  o r  ( c )  a  s u b j e c t  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  S e c t i o n

5 7 o f  A r t i c l e  X I  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e

6 o f f i c e r  s h a l l  p r e s e n t  t h e  s a m e  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  o f  s u c h

7 p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  a t  i t s  n e x t  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  u n l e s s  t h e  s a i d

8 p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  b e  g r a n t e d  m o r e  t h a n  t h i r t y  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t

9 e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  t o  b e

10 e l e c t e d ,  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  s h a l l  s u b m i t  t h e  s a i d  o r d i n a n c e  o r

11 J a c t  so p e t i t i o n e d  f o r ,  t o  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  a t  s a i d  e l e c t i o n ;

12 a n d  if a m a j o r i t y  o f  s a i d  e l e c t o r s  v o t i n g  t h e r e o n  s h a l l  v o t e  f o r

13 t h e  same, it s h a l l  t h e r e u p o n  b e c o m e  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t ,

14 Se c .  4 .  S U B M I S S I O N  TO R E F E R E N D U M  V O T E .  W h e n  s u c h  p e t i t i o n

16 d e m a n d s  a r e f e r e n d u m  v o t e  u p o n  a n y  o r d i n a n c e  o r  a n y  o t h e r  l e g a l

3 a c t  o t h e r  t h a n  ( a )  t h e  g r ant, e x t e n s i o n  o r  r e n e w a l  o f  a  f r a n c h i s e

o r  ( b )  t h e  h i r i n g ,  r e t e n t i o n  o r  f i r i n g  o f  a n  e m p l o y e e ,  t h e  c h i e f  

e x e c u t i v e :  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  s a i d  o r d i n a n c e  o r  a c t  t o  t h e  

q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  o f  s a i d  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  a t  t h e  n e x t

23 j s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  t h e r e i n ,  a n d  i f ,  a t  s a i d  e l e c t i o n ,

21 a  m a j o r i t y  o f  the e l e c t o r s  v o t i n g  t h e r e o n  s h a l l  v o t e  f o r  t h e

22 same, it s h a l l  t h e r e a f t e r  r e m a i n  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t ;  i f  a
90

m a j o r i t y  s h a l l  r e j e c t  t h e  sam e ,  i t  s h a l l  t h e r e u p o n  s t a n d  r e p e a l e d

24 j S e c .  5 .  S U B M I S S I O N  O F  A M E N D M E N T  T O  C H A R T E R .  W h e n  s u c h

p e t i t i o n  d e m a n d s  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  a c h a r t e r ,  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  

o f f i c e r ;  s h a l l  s u b m i t  s u c h  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  e l e c t o r s  

o f  s a i d  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  a t  t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n  o f  a n y  o f f i c e r ^  

t h e r e i n ;  a n d  If, a t  s a i d  e l e c t i o n ,  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  s a i d  e l e c t o r s  

v o t i n g  t h e r e o n  s h a l l  v o t e  f o r  s u c h  a m e n d m e n t ,  t h e  s a m e  s h a l l  

S B  # 9 0  E n g r o s s e d  a s  a m e n d e d  - 2 -
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t h e r e u p o n  b e c o m e  a n  a m e n d m e n t t o  a n d  a  p a r t  o f  s a i d  c h a r t e r ,  w h e n  

a p p r o v e d  a n d  f i l e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a n d  f o r m  a s  a n  o r i g i n a l  

c h a r t e r  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  a p p r o v e d  a n d  f i l e d .

S e c .  6 .  IN IT IA T IV E  AND REFERENDUM I N  HOME RULE CHARTER C IT IE S  

AND BOROUGHS. T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  t o  Home 

R u l e  C h a r t e r  C i t i e s  a n d  B o r o u g h s  e x c e p t  a s  h e r e a f t e r  p r o v i d e d :

( a )  T h e  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  r e f e r e n d u m  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  

i n  t h e  C h a r t e r  o f  Home R u l e  C h a r t e r  C i t i e s  a n d  B o r o u g h s  s u b j e c t  

t o  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  S e c t i o n  7# A r t i c l e  X I  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

C o n s t i t u t i o n .

( b )  T h e  C h a r t e r  p r o v i s i o n s  s h a l l  n o t  r e q u i r e  a  n u m b e r  

o f  s i g n a t u r e s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v o t e s  c a s t  a t  t h e  

i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  o r  b o r o u g h  c o n c e r n e d ,  

o n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o r  r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n .

SB #90 Engrossed as amended -3-


