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BY M E S D A M E S  FISCHER AND 
IN THE HOUSE MCSMITH A N D  MR. F I S H E R

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. ^7 

IN THE LEGISLATURE O F  THE STATE OF A L A S K A

FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

TO THE HONORABLE DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, PRESIDENT O F  THE UNITED 

STATES; THE HONORABLE FRED SEATON, SECRETARY OF T H E  INTERIOR; THE 

HONORABLE GLENN L. EMMONS, COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS; T H E

HONORABLE JAMES E. HAWKINS, AREA DIRECTOR, BUREAU O F  INDIAN

AFFAIRS; THE HCli OR ABLE E. L. BARTLETT AND THE H O N ORABLE ERN E S T  

GRUENING, SENATORS FROM ALASKA; AND THE HONORABLE R A L P H  J. RIVERS, 

REPRESENTATIVE FROM ALASKA:

Y o u r  M e m o r i a l i s t ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i n  

F i r s t  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  a s s e m b l e d  r e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t s  

t h a t :

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  f o u n d  t h a t  s e p a r a t e  b u t  e q u a l  

e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  t h a t  r a c i a l  i n t e g r a ­

t i o n  i s  t h e  l a w  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  a n d  t h a t  s u c h  i n t e g r a t i o n  s h o u l d  

p r o c e e d  " w i t h  a l l  d e l i b e r a t e  s p e e d " ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  m e d i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  o f  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  i n  f a c t  o f t e n  o p e r a t e d  a s  

s e g r e g a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  c a u s i n g  u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  d u p l i c a ­

t i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s t a f f  a s  w e l l  a s  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  l e g a l  r u l e  

o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a n d  t h e  m o r a l  r u l e  o f  o u r  C h r i s t i a n  s o c i e t y ;  

a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h i s  s e g r e g a t i o n  i s  c a u s e d  b y  l e g a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a ­

t i v e  t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  r a c i a l  b i g o t r y  a n d  t h e  l e g a l  a n d  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  

I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  t o  o v e r c o m e  s o  l o n g  a s  i t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  o p e r a t e  i t s  

s c h o o l s  a n d  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ;  a n d  
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WHEREAS, the state may assume the operation, a l t h o u g h  not the 

ownership and expense, of the facilities of the B u r e a u  of Indian 

Affairs, and m a y  also, being free f r o m  the aforesaid legal and 

administrative technicalities, once it assumes operation, proceed 

"with all deliberate speed" to integrate those facilities;

N O W  THEREFORE, Y o u r  Memorialist requests the B u r e a u  of Indian 

Affairs of the Department of the Interior to turn o v e r  the op e r a­

tion of such of its facilities as it may as rapidly a s  it may so 

that the decision of the Supreme Cou r t  and the will o f  the vast 

m a j o r i t y  of Alaskans m a y  be u n i formly observed throughout Alaska.
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