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BY RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 28 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA 

FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

T O  THE HONORABLE RICHARD NIXON, PRESIDENT OP THE SENATE) THE 

HONORABLE SAM RAYBURN, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE) THE HONORABLE WILBUR 

D. MILLS, CHAIRMAN, HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS; THE 

HONORABLE E. L. BARTLETT AND THE HONORABLE ERNEST GRUENING, 

SENATORS P R O M  ALASKA) THE HONORABLE RALPH J. RIVERS, REPRESENTA- 

TIVE PROM ALASKA:

Your Memorialist, the Legislature of the State of Alaska, in 

First Legislature, First Session assembled, respectfully submits 

that:

WHEREAS, the federal government levies an excise tax on 

telephone and telegraph services; and

WHEREAS, such tax was levied during World W a r  II as a war 

time emergency tax to help defray war costs and to discourage 

unnecessary use of such services; and,

V/HEREAS, the war time emergency has expired and there is no 

longer a justification for imposing such tax for the purposes for 

which it was initially levied; and

V/HEREAS, the tax on telephone and telegraph bills imposes an 

undue hardship upon millions of individuals and businesses in 

this country, and is discriminatory in that no other public utillt 

services are still so taxed; and

V/HEREAS, telephone and telegraph services are essential to 

the orderly transmission of information required in transaction 

of business and personal affairs and should not be taxed in the 

same manner as luxury items, such as furs, Jewelry and other non- 
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WHEREAS, the maintenance of an adequate communication system

s essential to the economic prosperity and welfare of the people

I f i R s  - -  -
if this oountry;

now. 'T’HTCR'RFORE. Your Memorialist urces that leg isla tion  beNOW, THEREFORE, Your Memorialist urges that legislation be

enacted by the 86th Congress which will result in the repeal of
’

the federal excise tax on telephone and telegraph services.


