
BY MESSRS. BLODQETT, NUSl 
DEVEAU, JOHNSON AND RADE!

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 23 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF TtfE STATE OF ALASKA 

• FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

TO THE HONORABLE FRED A. SEATON, SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR; THE 

HONORABLE ARNIE J. SUOMELA, COMMISSIONER OF F I S H  AND WILDLIFE;

THE HONORABLE EDWARD WOOZLEY, DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT; 

THE HONORABLE E. L. BARTLETT AND THE HONORABLE ERNEST GRlfENING, 

SENATORS F R O M  ALASKA; THE HONORABLE RALPH J. RIVERS, REPRESENTATIVE 

FROM ALASKA:

Your Memorialist, the Legislature of the State of Alaska in 

First Legislature, First Session assembled, respectfully submits 

that:

WHEREAS, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service has made 

application through the Bureau of Land Management for the with­

drawal of certain lands in Alaska for the creation of an arctic 

wildlife range; and

WHEREAS, the land involved in the proposed withdrawal makes 

up almost the entire northeast corner of Alaska and consists of 

approximately 9,000,000 acres; and

WHEREAS, such a withdrawal would increase to 17*QQ0,poo acres 

the amount of Alaskan lands devoted to game refpges; ancl

WHEREAS, this gigantic withdrawal from the public? Rojnain 

would discourage industrial and mineral development of tftp area; 

and

WHEFpsAS, the maintenance of a pristine, untouched apptic 

area woujd actually attract few residents and tourists, dug’ to 

inaccessibility, making the recreational possibilities of such a 

withdrawal doubtful; and
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e v e n t u a l  I n d u s t r i a l  and m i n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

i n  the p u b l i c  d o m a i n ,  could i n  the f u t u r e  m a k e  

a n d  valuable;

'NOV/ THEREFORE, Y o u r  M e m o r i a l i s t  u r g e s  that a l l  p o s s i b l e  

be t a k e n  to d i s c o u r a g e  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  this a r c t i c  w i l d l i f e  

refuge i n  n o r t h e a s t  A l a ska.
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