
o

■

2

8

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

18

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

1
}r£r.-} wy.

BY MR. CASHEL AND
MR. DEVEAU

IN THE LEGISLATU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIRST LEG ISLA TU RE -  F IR S T  SESSIO N  

TO THE HONORABLE DWIGHT D . . EISENHOWER, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES; THE HONORABLE RICHARD M. NIXON, PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE;

THE HONORABLE SAM RAYBURN, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA­

TIVES; THE HONORABLE E. L .  BARTLETT AND THE HONORABLE ERNEST 

GRUENING, SENATORS FROM ALASKA; AND THE HONORABLE RALPH J .  R IV E R S,j 

REPRESENTATIVE FROM ALASKA:

Y o u r  M e m o r i a l i s t ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,

F i r s t  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  First S e s s i o n  a s s e m b l e d ,  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e p r e ­

sents :

W H E R E A S ,  t h e r e  is n o w  r a g i n g  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  o v e r  

t h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  a n y  n a t i o n  m ay  c l a i m  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  i t s  

sut’r o u n d i n g  w a t e r s ;  a n d

V/HEREAS, t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t a k e n  t h e  v ie w  

t h a t  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t s  o f  a n y  n a t i o n  e x t e n d  o n l y  t h r e e  m i l e s  

f r o m  i t s  shor e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a c t i n g  b y  a n d  t h r o u g h  i t s  D e p a r t - |  

merit o f  S t a t e ,  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  t h a t  the t r a d i t i o n a l  t h r e e  m i l e  l i m i t  i s  t h e  p r o p e r  l i m i t  

f o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  u n i v e r s a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d ;  

a n d

WHEREAS, in so p r e s e n t i n g  i t s  s t a n d ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  

I g n o r i n g  the Interests o f  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  u n i o n  w h o s e  e c o n o m y  

is l a r g e l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  

surrounding t e r r i t o r i a l  w a t e r s ,  a n d  w h o s e  l i v e l i h o o d  h a s  b e e n  

t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e  i n r o a d s  o f  f o r e i g n  v e s s e l s  f i s h i n g  w i t h  impunity| 
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1 outside the traditional three mile limit who in so doing destroy 

the fishing economy of the nearby state; and

WHEREAS, this problem is particularly critical in Alaska 

where by virtue of the Increased and aggressive depredations of 

the Japanese fishing vessels many fisheries in the state waters, 

particularly those of Bristol Bay, have been virtually destroyed 

by such activity barely without the three m i l e  limit and which 

activity promises to increase considerably; and

WHEREAS, Japanese fishing interests have already indicated 

their intention to establish a fleet of fishing vessels in 

neighboring British Columbia, the purpose of which is to utilize 

fishing grounds adjacent to our West Coast; and

WHEREAS, this whole issue is one of extreme emotional concern) 

to those nations which rely on fishing, as is evidenced by the 

conflict in the waters off Iceland in which the British insisted 

on their rights to fish up to three miles o f f  Iceland, and as 

evidenced by other incidents arising off So u t h  America in which 

South American nations have attempted to extend their territorial 

paters; and

WHEREAS, the United States in insisting on the three mile 

limit is threatening the fishing resources not only of other 

nations but also of some of its own states, including Alaska;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Memorialist, the Legislature of the State| 

of Alaska, respectfully urges that the territorial waters of the 

United States be extended from the present three mile limit to 

twelve miles, in line with that desired b y  other nations of the 

world with fish resources, or in the alternative, that the three 

mile limit be maintained but that a nine m i l e  restricted fishing 

zone be established.
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