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IN THE HOUSE
B Y  MR. B L O D G E T T

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 16 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

TO THE HONORABLE DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES; THE HONORABLE FEED A. SEATON, SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR;

THE HONORABLE GLENN L. EMMONS, COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS;

THE FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY; THE HONORABLE E. L. BARTLETT AND THE 

HONORABLE ERNEST GRUENING, SENATORS FROM ALASKA; THE HONORABLE 

RA L P H  J. RIVERS, REPRESENTATIVE FROM A L A S K A :

Y o u r  Memorialist, the Legislature of the State o f  A l a s k a  i n  

F i r s t  Legislature, First Session assembled, respectfully s u b m i t s  

t h a t :

WHEREAS, the v i l l a g e  of S a v o o n g a  on  S t .  Lawrence Island is a

f e d e r a l  n a t i v e  reserve w i t h  a population of over 300 p e r s o n s ;  and

WHEREAS, said v i l l a g e  also Includes a Bureau of I n d i a n  Affair

s c h o o l  and a mission church, and

WHEREAS, Savoonga Is almost totally Isolated, b e i n g  f i f t y

mi l e s  from the nearest airstrip at the village of Gambell; and

V/HEREAS, transportation to Gambell Is limited t o  s k i n b o a t s

a n d  dogteams, causing great hardship to the residents o f  S a v o o n g a

a s  p o o r  w e a t h e r  c a n  and does make it impossible to b r i n g  i n  f o o d

a n d  o t h e r  supplies for extended periods of time; and

WHEREAS, the existence of Savoonga as a federal reserve area

w o u l d  s e e m  t o  p o i n t  up t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n­

m e n t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  b e t t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ;

NOW THEREFORE, Y o u r  Memorialist urges that the responsible 

federal agencies take all expedient action leading to the construe 

tion of a multi-engined landing facility at the village of Savoonga
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