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BY RULES COMMITTEE
IN THE HOUSE BY REQUEST

HOUSE BILL NO. 199
IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act to provide for the examining
and licensing of operators of motor vehi—
cles and to prohibit the operation of
motor vehicles by any perron or persons
not so licensed upon the pubic high—
ways of the state; providing for the
revocation and suspension of licenses
under certain circumstances; providing
penalties for violations of the provi—
sions hereof; repealing Sec. 50-3-1, as
amended by Ch. 152, SLA 1955, Sec. 50-3-2,
Sec. 50-3-3, Sec. 50-3-4, Sec. 50-3-5, and
Sec. 50-3-6, ACLA 1949, and Ch. 70, SLA
1953, as amended by Ch. 152, SLA 1957; and
providing for an effective date."

[BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Section 1. DEFINITIONS. The following words and phrases

When used 1in this Act, shall for the purpose of this Act, have

the meaning respectfully ascribed to them in this section except

in those instances where the context clearly indicates a different

neaning:

(D"Vehicle”. Every device in, upon or by which
any person orproperty is or may be transported or drawn upon
a publichighway, excepting devices moved by human power or
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dogs or horses or used exclusively upon stationary rails or
tracks.

(2) "Motor vehicle”. Every vehicle, as herein de—
fined, which is self propelled.

(3) "Farm Tractor™. Every motor vehicle designed
and used primarily as a farm implement for drawing plows,
moving machines and other implements of husbandry.

(4) "Person". Every natural person, firm, co—
partnership, association or corporation.

(5) "Owner"™. A person who holds the legal title
of a vehicle, or In the event a vehicle 1is the subject of an
agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof, with
the right of purchase upon performance of the conditions
stated in the agreement and with an immediate right of
possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee or in
the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession,
then such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be
deemed the owner for the purpose of this Act.

(6) "Operator™. Every person who 1is in actual
physical control of a motor vehicle upon a highway.

(7) "Non-resident™. Every person who 1is not a
resident of this state.

(8) "Highway"™. The entire width between property
lines of every way or place of whatever nature when any part
thereof is open to the public, as a matter of right, for pur—
pose of vehicular traffic .

(9) "Department”. The Department of State Police
acting directly or through its duly authorized officers and

agents.

He # 199 _2-



10
1
12
13
14
16
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27
28

29

(10) "Superintendent-". Tho Superintendent of

State Police, acting directly or through hi3 duly authorized
officers, agents and employees, or any examining officer.

Sec. 2. OPERATORS MUST BE LICENSED. No person, except
those hereinafter expressly exempted, shall drive any motor
vehicle upon a highway in this state unless such person upon
application has been licensed as an operator by the department
under the provisions of this Act.

Sec. 3. WHAT PERSONS ARE EXEMPT FROM LICENS®". The
following persons are exempt from license hereunde?:

(1) Any member of the Armed Forces of che United
States who has a valid operator®3 license issued by any other
state or territory and who maintains his permanent residence
in said state or territory.

(2) A non-resident who is at least 16 years of age
and who has 1in his immediate possession a valid operator®s
license issued to him in his home state or territory is exempt
from being required to secure an operator®s license under the
provisions of this Act for a period of ninety days after entry
into this state. Provided however that any person gainfully
employed in this state, irrespective of the foregoing provi—
sions, must possess State Operator®s License to drive on -the
public highways.

(3) Any person when operating or driving a road
roller, road machinery, or any farm tractor or implement of
husbandry temporarily drawn, moved or propelled on the high—
ways -

Sec. 4. WHAT PERSONS SHALL NOT BE LICENSED. The Depart-

ment shall not issue any license or permit hereunder to any
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person:

(1) Who has not made an application under oath in
his own handwriting on the form provided for that purpose;

(2) Who has not attained the age of 16 years, except
that the department may 1issue a special operator 3 license as
hereinafter provided to any person who is at least i? years
of age;

(3) Whose license has been suspended during the
period of such suspension;

(4) Who is a habitual drunkard, or is an habitual
user of narcotic drugs, or is an habitual user of any other
drug to a degree which renders him incapable of safely opera—
ting a motor vehicle. Two convictions of driving under the
influence of intoxicating liquor under this or any other
Alaska dtatute relating thereto or under the ordinance of
any municipality which is substantially the same as the state
lav: shall be prlma facie evidence that such person is an
habitual drunkard under this Act.

(5) Who has previously been adjudged 1insance, or
m idiot, 1imbecile, epileptic or feeble-minded, and who has
not at the time of application fox* license been restored to
competency by judicial decree, or released from a hospital
for the insane or feeble-minded upon a certificate from
the superintendent of such hospital that such person 1o
competent, nor unless the department is satisfied of such
person® competency to operate a motor vehicle with safety
:0 persons and property.

(6) Who is subject to heart attacks, fainting or
iizzy spells, epileptic seizures or who does not have the
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normal use of both hands and feet; provided that In the latter
Instance a license or permit may be Issued to such a person

If he has no other disqualifications and demonstrates to the
Issuing officer that despite his Infirmity he Is able to
operate a motor vehicle with safety.

@) When It appears by examination or otherwise
that such person is unable to exercise reasonable and ordinary
control of a motor vehicle beoause of physical or mental dis—
ability.

() Who Is unable to understand traffic signs or
signals In the English language or who does not have a fair
knowledge of traffic laws and regulations.

(9) Who has knowingly made a false statement 1in his
application for license or has committed any fraud in connection
with his application for or In procuring or attempting to
procure a license;

(10) Who has not passed the examination administered
by the Department.

(11) Against whom there is an unsatisfied Judgment
for damages awarded in any action in which the operation of
any motor vehicle was involved.

3EC. 5. PROBATE COURT: REPORTS TO DEPARTMENT: FORMS.
It shall be the duty of the probate courts of this state to
report to the department all changes of name authorized by
such courts, and the name, address, age, description, and
operator®s license number when available, of every person
adjudged to be insane, feeble-minded, epileptic, or as a
liquor or drug addict. The department shall prescribe and
furnish the forms for making such reports.
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Sec. 6. INSTRUCTION PERMITS AND TEMPORARY LICENSES. (D i
person who is at least 14 years of age may apply to the depart—
ment for an instruction permit. The department shall, after
the applicant haB successfully completed all parts of the
examination other than the driving test, 1issue to the applicant
an instruction permit which shall entitle the applicant
while having such permit in his immediate possession to drive
a motor vehicle upon the public highways for a period of SO
days when accompanied by an adult licensed operator who has
had at least 1 year of driving experience and who is occupying
0 seat beside the driver, except in the event the permittee
is operating a motorcycle. Any such instruction permit may
be renewed or a newr permit 1issued for one additional period
of 90 days. The fee for such instruction permit shall be $1.00.
There shall be no fee for the renewal.

(T) The department upon receiving proper application
shall issue a restricted instruction permit effective for a
school year or more restricted period to an applicant who is
enrolled in a high school or college driver education program
which includes practice driving and which 1is approved by the
department even though the applicant has not reached the legal
age to be eligible for an operator®s license. Such Instruction
permit shall entitle tho permittee when he has ouch a permit
In hie immediate possession to operate upon a designated high—
way or within a designated area, but only when an approved
instructor 1is occupying a seat beside the permittee. There shall
be no fee for this permit.

3) The department may issue a temporary driver 3

permit to an applicant for an operator®s license permitting
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him to operate a motor venlcle while the department le completing
the processing of his application or its investigation and
determination of all facts relative to such applicant™® right
to receive an operator®s license. Such permit must be
in his immediate possession while operating a motor vehicle,
and it shall be Invalid when the applicant®s license has been
issued or for good cause has been denied,
(4) The department shall issue a Special Operator®s
Permit to any person who 1is at least 1S years of e for the
purpose of operating a motor scooter or motor bioyo.i.e upon
the highways. This permit shall be issued upon receiving
proper application and payment of the fee of $1.00, and will
be valid for a similar period of time as an operator"s license.
(5) The department may, upon the recommendation of
the Department of Education, 1issue a temporary driver®s permit
to any person v/ho is at least 14 years of age for the purpose
of attending school. Such permit shall carry the restriction
that is shall only be valid when the permittee is operating a
motor vehicle 1in going to, or coming from, classroom instruction.
The fee for such permit shall be $1.00, and shall be valid for
not more than one year from the date of issuance or more restric—
ted period.
Sec. 7.. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE OR INSTRUCTION PERMIT: FEE:
DISPOSITION OF PROCEEDS. (1) Every application for an instruc—
tion permit or for an operator®s license shall be made upon a
form furnished by the department, shall be verified by the
applicant before a person authorized to administer oaths, and
shall be accompanied by the fee therefor, which fee for an

operator®s license shall be $ e The fee shall be refunded
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to the applicant whenever tho lieanno applied for In denied,
but in no cam., a.a'bl such fee bo refunded to an applicant

who fails to complete all examination requirements of the
department within ninety days from date of application for a
license. Every said application shall state the full name,
date of birth, sex, race and residence address of the appli—
cant, and briefly describe the applicant and shall state whether
the applicant has theretofore been licensed as an operator,
and, if so, when and by what Territory, State or Country, and
whether any such license has ever been suspended or revoked,
or whether an application has ever been refused, and if so,
the date of and reason for such suspension, revocation or
refusal.

(2) Whenever application is received from a person
previously licensed in another jurisdiction, the department may
request a copy of his operator™s record from such other jurisdictic
,/hen received, the operator®s record shall become a part of the
operator®s record in this state with the same force and effect
as though entered on the operator®s record in this state In
the original Instance.

(3) All sums of money received and collected under
the provisions of this Act shall be deposited by the department
in the State Treasury to the credit of the General Fund.

Sec. 8. APPLICATIONS OF MINORS. The application of any
person under the age of 18 years for an instruction permit or
operator®s license shall be signed and verified before a
person authorized to administer oaths, or In the presence
of the Superintendent or his authorized agents, by the father,
mother or guardian.
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Sec. 9. EXAMINATION OF APPLICANTS. (I) The department
may examine every applicant for an operator®s license, except
as otherwise provided in this section. Such examination may
include a test of the applicant ™ eyesight, his ability to
read and understand highway signs regulating, warning and
directing traffic, his knowledge of the traffic laws of the
state, and may include an actual demonstration of ability to
exercise ordinary and reasonable control in the operation of
a motor vehicle. The department may make provider for giving
an examination either in the community wherein the applicant
resides or at a place convenient to the applicant.

(2) Where necessary, the department may authorize
a municipal police officer, or the chief peace officer of any
judicial district, to conduct the examination of the
applicant.

Sec. 10. LICENSES ISSUED TO OPERATORS. () The depart—
ment shall, upon payment of the required fee, 1issue to every
applicant qualifying therefor an operator®s license, which
license shall bear thereon a distinguishing number assigned
to the licensee, the full name, date of birth, address, and
a brief description of the licensee, and either a facsimile of
the signature of the licensee or a space upon which the
licensee shall write his usual signature with pen and ink
immediately upon receipt of the license. No license shall
be valid until it has been so signed by the licensee.

(2) Upon renewal as applicable to operators”
licenses the department may for reasonable cause as shown
by its records designate ohe-renewal of the license as
provisional, otherwise a license in usual form shall be 1issued
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rrabject to other provisions of this Act.

Sec.
Every licensee shall

at all times when operating a motor vehicle and shall

have his operator”s

11. LICENSE TO BE CARRIED AND EXHIBITED ON DEMAND.

license on his person

display

the same upon the demand of any uniformed peace officer or

duly authorized representative of the department who

identifies

himself as such, and in case of accident to any occupant of

any vehicle involved.

Sec.

Issuing

good cause appears to

12. RESTRICTED LICENSES. (I) The department upon

an operator®s license

shall have authority whenever

Impose restrictions suitable to the

licensee®s driving ability with respect to the type of, or

special equipment control
which the

applicable to the

devices required on a motor vbhicle
licensee may operate or such other restrictions

licensee as the department may determine

to be appropriate to assure the safe operation of a motor

vehicle by the licensee,

restricted

(2) The department may either

the usual license form.

of such

issue a special

license or may set forth such restrictions upon

(3) Evidence of any violation of the restrictions

license shall result in the suspension by the department o

same for a period of not to exceed one year.

Sec.

Instruction permit or operator®3 license

provisions of this Act Is lost or destroyed,

whom the

of $1.00,

13. DUPLICATE LICENSE.

same was Issued shall

obtain a duplicate,

In the event that an
issued under the

the person to

upon the payment of a fee

or substitute thereof,

upon

furnishing proof satisfactory to the department that such
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permit or license has been lost or destroyed.

Sec. 14. EXPIRATION OF LICENSE, (I) Every operator”s
license shall expire on the licensee®"s date of birth, two
years from the blrthdate preceding application. Every such
license shall be renewable on, or before, its expiration upon
application and payment of the fee of $2.00. The department
may require an examination of the applicant as upon an
original application.

Sec. 15. SCHOOL BUS DRIVER®S PERMIT. The department
shall issue a School Bub Driver®s Permit upon submission of
the required application and completion of driving, written
and physical examinations. Such permit shall expire on
September 1 of the year following issuance and may be renewed
by submission to the department of a current physical exam—
ination. There shall be a fee of $2.00 for the administra—
tion of the examinations. There shall be no fee for renewal.
No person may operate a school bus carrying children who 1is
not in possession of a valid School Bus Driver®s Permit.

Sec. 16. NOTICE OF CHANGE OF NAME. Any licensee who shall
by marriage or otherwise change their name shall within 10 days
thereafter notify the department in writing of such former
and new names and of the number of any license then held by
them.

Sec. 17. RECORDS TO BE KEPT BY THE DEPARTMENT. () The
department shall file every application for a license received
by it and shall maintain suitable indexes containing, in

alphabetical order:

(a) All applications denied and on each thereof
note the reasons for denial;
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(b) ALl applications granted; and

(c) The name of every licensee whose license has

been suspended by the department and after each such

name note the reasons for such action.

(2) The department shall also file accident reports

and citations and records of conviction received by it under
the laws of this state and in connection therewith maintain
convenient records or make suitable notations in order tr.at
an Individual record of such licensee showing the convictions
of such licensee and the traffic accidents in which he has
been involved shall be readily ascertainable and available
for the consideration of the department upon any application
for renewal of license and at other suitable times.

Sec. 16. AUTHORITY OP DEPARTMENT TO CANCEL LICENSE.

(1) The department is hereby authorized to cancel any
operator®s license upon determining that the licensee was
not entitled to the issuance thereof hereunder or that said
licensee failed to give the required or correct information
In his application or committed any fraud in making such
application.

(2) Upon such cancellation, the licensee must
surrender the license so cancelled to the department.

Sec. 19. SUSPENDING PRIVILEGES OP NON-RESIDENTS. The
privilege of driving a motor vehicle on the highways given
to a non-resident hereunder shall be subject to suspension
In like manner and for like cause a3 an Operator®s License
issued hereunder may be suspended.

Sec. 20. COURTS TO REPORT CONVICTIONS. Every court
having jurisdiction over offenses committed under this Act
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or any other Act of this state or under any ordinance corres—
ponding to a state law, regulating the operation of motor
vehicles on the highways, shall forward to the depar%ment
a record of any conviction of any person in said court for
a violation of any aot or ordinance for which the operator 3
license of such person may by law be revoked or suspended.
A forfeiture of bail or collateral deposited to secure a
defendant®s appearance in court, which forfeiture has not
been vacated, shall be equivalent to a conviction

Sec. 21. SUSPENDING LICENSE UPON CONVICTION IN ANOTHER
JURISDICTION. The department 1lb authorized to suspend or
revoke the license of any resident of this state or the privi—
lege of a non-resident to drive a motor vehicle in this state
upon receiving notice of the conviction of such person in
another state or territory of an offense therein v/hich, if
committed In this state, would be grounds for the suspension
or revocation of the license of an operator. The department
is further authorized upon receiving a record of the convic—
tion in this state of a non-resident driver of a motor vehicle
of any offense under the motor vehicle laws of this state, to
forward a certified copy of such record to the motor vehicle
administrator or other appropriate officer in the state when—
ever the person so convicted is a resident.

Sec. 22. MANDATORY REVOCATION OF LICENSE BY DEPARTMENT.
The department shall forthwith suspend for a period of not
more than one year after the expiration of the sentence, not

including periods of probation, the license of any person upon

receiving a record of the conviction of such person of any of the

following offenses, whether such conviction be had under state
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law or local ordinance:

(1) Manslaughter or negligent homicide resulting

from the operation of a motor vehicle;

(2) Driving a motor vehicle while under the influence

Sof intoxicating liquor or a narcotic drug, or under the influence

lof any other drug to a degree which renders him
afely driving a motor vehicle;

j @3) Any crime punishable as a felony

incapable of

under the

otor vehicle laws of this state or any other felony 1in the

commission of which a motor vehicle is used;

4 Operating any motor vehicle involved in an

[accident.resulting In the death or injury of another person,

upon a charge of failing to stop and disclose his identity

at the scene of the accident;

I (a) Perjury or the making of a false
statement under oath under any licensing law or
relating to the ownership or operation of motor

(6) Conviction or forfeiture of bail

affidavit or
regulation
vehicles.

not vacated

pon three charges of reckless driving all within the pre-

eding twelve months.

(7) Taking a motor vehicle without the owner®"s consent,

Sec. 23. AUTHORITY OP DEPARTMENT TO SUSPEND LICENSE.

@)) The department Ib hereby authorized to Buspend

he license of any person without preliminary hearing upon a

howing by i1ts records or other sufficient evidence that such

erson:

(a) Has committed any offense for the conviction

of which mandatory revocation of license is required;

(b) Has, by reckless or unlawful

HB / 199 -14-

operation of a



13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

motor vehicle caused or cou.-i .outed to an accident
resulting In death or injury to another or serious
property damage;

(c) Has been convicted with such frequency of
serious offenses against traffic regulations governing
the movement of vehicles as to indicate a disrespect
for traffic laws and a disregard for the safety of other
persons on the highways;

(d) Is an habitually reckless or negligent driver
of a motor vehicle or has committed a serious 1iolation
of the motor vehicle laws of this state;

(e) Is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle;

(f) Has permitted an unlawful or fraudulent use
of such license; or

(g) Has committee an offense In another state which
if committee in this state would be grounds for suspension
or revocation.

(2) Upon suspending the license of any person as
hereinbefore In thi3 section authorized, the department shall
immediately notify the licensee in writing and upon his request
shall afford him an opportunity for a hearing as early as
practical within not to exceed twenty (20) days after receipt
of such request in the district wherein the licensee resides
unless the department and the licensee agree that such hearing
may be held in some other district. Upon such hearing the
Superintendent of the State Police or his duly authorized
deputy may administer oaths and may 1issue subpoenas for the
attendance of witnesses and the production of relevant books
and papers and may require a re-examination of the licensee.
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Upon such hearing the department shall either rescind Its order
of suspension or, good cause appearing therefor, may continue,
modify or extend the suspension of such license or revoke

such license.

Sec. 24. RIGHT TO PILE PETITION WHERE LICENSE DENIED OR
REVOKED. Any person denied a license or whose license has
been suspended by the department, except where such suspension
is mandatory under the provisions of this Act, shall have the
right to file a petition within thirty days for a hearing In
the matter 1in the district court, or its successor, in the
district wherein such person resides, and such court Is
hereby vested with jurisdiction and It shall be its duty to
set the matter for hearing upon ten days®™ written notice to
the department, and thereupon to take testimony and to examine
into the facts of the case, and to determine whether the
petitioner 1is entitled to a license or 1is subject to suspension
of license under the provisions of this Act.

Sec. 25. SUSPENDING THE LICENSES OF JUVENILES. The
privilege given to juveniles to operate a motor vehicle here—
under shall be subject to suspension in like manner and for
like cause as an adult licensed operator.

Sec. 26. DEPARTMENT MAY REQUIRE RE-EXAMINATION. () The

department, having good cause to believe that a licensed

operator 1is incompetent or otherwise not qualified to be licensed,

nay upon written notice of at least 5 days to the licensee
require him to submit to an examination. Upon the conclusion
of such examination the department shall take action as may*
oe appropriate and may suspend or cancel the license of such
jubject or permit him to retain such license, or may issue
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a license subject to restrictions ; permitted under this Act.

Refusal

tion shall

license.

of any

or neglect of the licensee to submit to such examina-—

(2)

be grounds for cancellation or suspension of his

The department shall require the re-examination

licensed operator who is 70 years of age or older. The

licensee may be re-examined on the occasion of his license

renewal

every

two years, or as often as shall be believed

necessary by the department.

shall

Sec.

27. PERIOD OF SUSPENSION. (1) The department

not suspend the operator®s license or privilege to

irive a motor vehicle on the public highways for a period of

nore than one year,

&)

except as otherwise provided by law.

Any person whose license or privilege to drive

a motor vehicle on the public highways has been suspended shall

not be entitled to have such license or privilege renewed

nr restored unless the suspension was for a cause which has

neen removed,

nf suspension,

except that after the expiration of the period

from the date on which the suspended license

vas surrendered to and received by the department such person

mey make application for a new license as provided, but the

lepartment shall

Lt is satisfied after

cnowledge of the traffic

not then issue a new license unless and until

investigation of the character, habits,

laws and driving ability of such

Dersons that it will be safe to grant the privilege of driving a

notor vehicle on the public highways.

nent

;hat

Sec.

28. SURRENDER AND RETURN OF LICENSE. The depart-

upon suspending or cancelling a license shall require

such

199

license shall

be surrendered to and be retained by
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the department.

Sec. 29. NO OPERATION UNDER FOREIGN LICENSE DURING
SUSPENSION IN ALASKA. Any resident or non-resident whose
operator®s license or right or privilege to operate a motor
vehicle in this state has been suspended or cancelled as
provided by law shall not operate a motor vehicle in this
state under a license, permit or registration certificate
issued by any other jurisdiction or otherwise during such
suspension or after such suspension until a new license |Is
obtained when and as permitted under this Act.

Sec. 30. UNLAWFUL USE OF LICENSE. (.1) No person shall
display or cause or permit to be displayed or have in his
possession any cancelled, revoked, suspended, fictitious
or fraudulently altered operator®s license.

(2) No person shall lend his operator®s license
to any other person or knowingly permit the use thereof by
another.

(3) No person shall display or represent as one's
own any operator®s license not Issued to hirn.

(4) No person shall fail or refuse to surrender to
the department upon its lawful demand any operator™s license
v/hich has been suspended or cancelled.

(5) No person shall knowingly use a false or
fictitious name in any application for an operator®s license

oi* to knowingly make a false statement or knowingly conceal a

material fact or otherwise commit a fraud in any such application.

Sec. 31. DRIVING WHILE LICENSE CANCELLED OR SUSPENDED.
(1) Any person who drives a motor vehicle on any public
highway 1in this state at a time when his privilege to do so
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Is cancelled, suspended or revoked shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor.

(2 The department ui,,>n receiving a record
the conviction of any person under this section upon a charge
of driving a vehicle while the license of such person was
suspended shall erte .1 the period f su.:h suspension for an
additional like period of rime.

dec. 32- PERMITTING UNAUTHORIZED MINOR TO DRIVE. No
person shall cause or knowingly permit his child or ward
under the age of 10 years to drive a motor vehicle upon any
highway or street _"s this state when such minor is not authori—
zed by lav/.

Zee. 33- PERMITTING UNAUTHORIZED PERSON TO DRIVE. No
person shall author:,;30 o,- knowingly permit a motor vehicle
owned by him or under his control to be driven upon any high—
way or street In Alaska by any person who is not authorized
hereunder or In violation of the provisions of this Act.

Sec. 34. REPEAL. Sec. 50-3-1, ACLA 19-19, as amended
by Ch. 152, SLA 1955, Secs. 50-3-2, 50-3-3, 50-3-4, 50-3-5,
and 50-3-6, ACLA 19-19, and Ch. 70, SLA 1953, as amended by
Ch. 152, SLA 1957, are hereby repealed.

Sec. 35. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act shall take effect
immediately upon its passage and approval or upon its becoming

lav; without such approval.
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