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IN THE HOUSE BY MR. GIERSDORF 

HOUSE B I L L  NO. 49 

IN THE LEGISLATURE O F  THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA 

FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A B I L L

F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act requiring a n u c lear lie ye or

permit; p r o viding for certain studies; 

creating an Atomic Energy Adviser;. Board; 

authorizing the appointment of a Coordinator 

of Atomic Development Activities; and 

encouraging cooperation with the Federal 

g o v e r n m e n t ."

B E  IT ENACTED B Y  T H E  LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

Section 1. DECLARATION OF I N T E N T .

(1) The State of Alaska endorses the action of the Congress 

of the United States in enacting the Atomic Energy Act of 195^ to 

institute a p r o g r a m  to encourage the widespread participation in 

the development and utilization of atomic energy for peaceful 

purposes to the maximum extent consistent w i t h  the common defense 

and security and with the hea l t h  and 3afety of the public; and 

therefor declares the policy of the State to be:

(a) To cooperate actively in the program thus i n s t i­

tuted; and

To the extent that the regulation of special 

nuclear, by-product, and radioactive materials, of production 

facilities and utilization facilities and f other forms of radla 

tlon, and of persons operating such facilities may be within the 

jurisdiction of the State, to provide for the exercise of the 

State's reg u l a t o r y  authority so as to conform, as nearly os may be 
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to the Atomic Energy A c t  o f  Ill'll a n d  regulations i s s u e d  t n . . v -  

under, to the end t h a t  there may, l n  .'ffoct, be a s i n g l e  h a r ­

monious system of regulation within the State.

(2) The State of Alaska recognizes that the production or 

utilization of atomic energy and other forms of radiation may 

result in new conditions calling for changes in the lav/s of the 

State and in regulations issued thereunder with respect to health 

and safety; working conditions; workmen's compensation; trans­

portation; public utilities; life, health, accident, fire, and 

casualty insurance; the conservation of natural resources, in­

cluding wildlife, and the protection of streams, river3, and 

airspace from pollution; and therefore declares the policy of the 

State to be:

(a) To adapt its laws and regulations to meet the new 

conditions In -ways that will encourage the healthy development 

of industries producing or utilizing atomic energy while at the 

same time protecting the public Interest; and

(b) To initiate continuing studies of the need for 

changes in the relevant laws an regulations of the State by the 

respective departments and agencies of the State which are res­

ponsible for their administration; and

(c) To assure the coordination of the studies thus 

undertaken, particularly with other atomic Industrial development 

activities of the State and with the development and regulatory 

activities of other states and of the government of the United 

S t a t e s .

Sec. 2. DEFINITIONS. As used in this Act:

(l) "Atomic energy" means all forms of energy released in

the course of nuclear fission or nuclear transformation.
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(2) "By-product material" means any radioactive material 

(except special nuclear material) yielded In or made radioactive 

by exposure to the radiation incident to the process of produc­

ing or utilizing special nuclear material.

(3) "Production facility" means any equipment or device 

capable of the production of special nuclear material In such 

quantity as to be of significance to the common defen.n.- and 

security., or ln such manner a3 to affect the health ant safety of 

the public; or any important component part especially designed 

for such equipment or device.

(4) "Special nuclear material" means plutonium, uranium 

233, and uranium enriched in the Isotope 233 or in the isotope 

23!3j and any other material which the governor declares by order 

to be special nuclear material after the United States Atomic 

Energy Commission has determined the material to be such; or any 

material artificially enriched by any of the foregoing.

(5) "Utilization facility" means any equipment or device, 

except an atomic weapon, c a p able of making use of special nuclear 

material in such quantity as to be of significance to the common 

defense and security, or in such manner as to affect the health 

and safety of the public, or peculiarly adapted for making use of 

atomic energy ln such quantity as to be of significance to the 

common defense and security, or in such manner as to affect the 

health and safety of the public; or any important component part 

especially designed for such equipment or device.

(6) "Radiation" means gamma rays and X-rays, alpha and beta 

particles, high-speed electrons, neutrons, protons, and other 

nuclear particles; but not sound or radio waves, or visible, 

infrared, or ultra-violet light.

-3-
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.j c . 3 • UNITED LICEhoEo 0.. i <.,. .! ) o R ii W J- ill D .

parboil shall manufacture, construct, produce, transfer, acpu'-r:. 

or p o s s e 33 any special nuclear material, by-product material, 

production facility, or utilization facility, or act as an op e r a­

tor o r  a production or utilization facility wholly within this 

State unless he shall have first obtained a license or permit for 

the activity in which he proposes to engage from the United States 

Atomic Energy Commission if the Commission requires a license or 

permit to be obtained by persons proposing to engage in such 

a c t i v i t i e s .

Sec. 4 CONDUCT OF STUDIES CONCERNING CHANGES IN LAWS AND 

REGULATIONS WITH A VIEW TO ATOMIC INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT. Each 

of the following departments and agencies of the State is directed 

to initiate and to pursue continuing studies as to the need for 

changes in the laws and regulations administered by it that would 

arise from the presence within the State of special nuclear, by­

product, and radioactive materials, f r o m  the operation herein 

of production or utilization facilities, and from the generation 

of radiation, and, on the basis of such studies, to make such 

recommendations for the enactment of lav/s or amendments to law 

administered by it, and such proposals for amendments to the 

regulations issued by it, as may appear necessary and appropriate

(1) The Department of Health, o r  its successor, p a r t i c u­

larly as to hazards to the public h e a l t h  and safety.

(2) The D-partment of Labor, or its successor, particularly 

as to hazardous working conditions.

(3) The Department of Labor, or its successor, particularly 

as to the time and character of proof of claims of injuries and 

the extent of the compensation allowable therefor.
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(4) The Department of Highways and Public VJorks, or Its 

lucceosor, particularly as to the transportation of special 

lUCloar, by-productj and radioactive materials on highways of the

itate.

(5) The Aviation Department, or its successor, particularly 

c to the transportation of special nuclear, b y - p r o d u <  . and 

•adioactlve materials by common carriers n o t  in interst. commer 

nd as to the•participation by p u b l i c  ufcilites subject tc its 

uriediction in projects looking to the development of production 

-r utilization facilities for industrial o r  commercial use.

(6) The Department of Insurance, or its successor, partieu- 

.urly as to the insurance of p e r s o n s  and property from hazards to 

.ife and p r o perty resulting from atomic development.

( 7) The Department of Fish and Game, or Its successor, p a r­

ticularly as to the hazards to the natural resources of the State, 

.neluding wildlife, and as to the pro t e c t i o n  of rivers, streams, 

m d  airspace f r o m  pollution.

(3) The Department of Mines, or its successor, p a rticularly 

;s to the h a z a r d s  Involved In the mining o f  radioactive minerals.

(9) S u c h  other departments and a g e ncies as the governor m a y  

liroct and for the purposes specified by him, and such other 

1apartments and agencies as may be provided by law.

Sec. 5. COORDINATION OF STUDIES AND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES.

(l) The governor shall appoint a p e r s o n  to serve as adviser 

00 the governor with respect to atomic industrial development 

/ithin the State; as coordinator of the d e v  lopment and regulatory 

activities of the State relating to atomic iergy and other forms 

af radiation, Including cooperation with oth. ' states and with 

the government of the United States. The pers u so appointed
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shall have the title oi’ Coordinator of Atoi.ilc Development Ac

(2) The Coordinator of Atomic Development Activities shall 

have the duty of coordinating the studies, recommendations, and 

proposals of the several departments and agencies of the State 

and its political subdivisions required by Section 4 of this Act 

with each other, do far as may be practicable, he shall coordin­

ate the studies conducted, and the recommendations and proposals 

made, ln this State with like activities ln other states and with 

the policies and regulations of the United States Atomic Energy 

Commission.

(3) The several departments and agencies of the State and 

its political subdivisions which are directed by Section 4 of this 

act to initiate and pursue continuing studies are further directed 

to keep the Coordinator of Atomic Development Activities fully 

and currently informed as to their activities relating to atomic 

energy and other forms of radiation.

(4) The Coordinator of Atomic Development Activities shall 

keep the governor and the several Interested departments and 

agencies informed as to private and public activities affecting 

atomic Industrial development and shall enlist their cooperation 

in taking action to further such development as is consistent 

with the health, safety and general welfare of this State.

(5) The Coordinator of Atomic Development Activities shall 

be paid a salary as may be determined by the governor.

Sec. 6. ATOMIC ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD.

(l) The governor is authorized and empowered to appoint 

from among the residents of this State a board of not to exceed 

five members, to be known as the Atomic Energy Advisory Board.

HB 7?49 — 6-
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ie members shall serve at the discretion of the governor. Among 

ae members there shall be one member of the State Senate and one 

rom tine State House of Representatives, and those who represent 

ho various activities affected by atomic energy and other forms 

f radiation. The coordinator of Atomic Development Activities 

hall be a member and shall be ex officio the secret; of the 

o a r d .

(2). The board shall advise the governor and the rdinator 

f Atomic Development Activities concerning the development, 

tilisat'lon and regulation of atomic energy and other forms of 

adiution. It shall review and evaluate the studies, policies 

nd recommendations developed pursuant to this Act, make recommen- 

atlons to the governor and the Coordinator, and furnish such 

echnical advice as may be required on matters relating to atomic 

nergy and the protection and v/elfare of persons from radiation 

lazards.

(3) The members of the board shall receive no salary for 

isrvices performed on such board but may be reimbursed for neces- 

lary and actual expenses Incurred in connection with attendance 

it meetings of the board or for authorized business of the board.

Sec. 7. INJUNCTION PROCEEDINGS. Whenever, in the opinion of 

;he governor, any person is violating or is about to violate 

Section 3 of this Act, he may direct the attorney general to apply 

;o the appropriate court for an order enjoining the person from 

m g a g i n g  or continuing to engage in the act ivity violative of this 

!\ct and upon a showing that such person ha engaged, or is about 

bo engage in any such activity, a permanent or temporary injunction 

restraining order, or other order may be gr<. ;cd.

Sec. 8. COOPERATION. The heads of the oproprlate agencies
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may cooperate with the Federal goverrunent in tho ad.alnisi.rj- 

of this Act or any m a t t e r  pertaining thereto.

H B  #49
-8-

O { j


