
.BY SENATORS PERATROVICH, 
ELLIS, BELTZ, McNEES,

X IN THE SENATE fl OWEN, AND COOPER

0 SENATE MEMORIAL NO. 3

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA
tfr TWENTY-THIRD SESSION
5 TO THE HONORABLE FRED A. SEATON, SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR}
6 HONORABLE HENRY M, JACKSON, UNITED STATES SECTOR} HONORABLEA
7 WARREN G. MA6NUS0N, UNITED STATES SENATOR; HONORABLE WAYNE MORSE,

8 UNITED STATES SENATOR; HONORABLE RICHARD NEUBERGER, UNITED STATES

9 SENATOR;: HONORABLE JOHN U  MCCLELLAN, CHAIRMAN, SENATE COMMITTEE 

X® ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS; HONORABLE JAMES E, MURRAY, CHAIRMAN, * .

11 SENATE COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS; HONORABLE CLARE

12 S* HOFFMAN, CHAIRMAN, HOUSE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS;

13 HONORABLE CLAIR ENGLE, CHAIRMAN, HOUSE COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND 

Ik  INSULAR AFFAIRS; HONOR/.BLE E. L» BARTLETT,.DELEGATE TO CONGRESS; 

1? HONORABLE GLENN L. EMMONS, COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS; HON-

16 GRABLE WILLIAM OLSON, DIRECTOR, ALASKA NATIVE SERVICE.
* .

if Your Memorialist, the Senate of the Territory of Alaska,

18 in Twenty-Third Session assembled, respectfully represents*

19 WHEREAS, the Congress enacted the Wheeler-Howaxd Act (25*

20 U.S.O, H68 et seq.) with the purpose manifested therein "of

21 promoting the economic development" of American Indians; and

22 WHEREAS, the Congress recognized the desirability of speci-

23 fically applying the Wheeler-Howard Act to Alaska (25 U.S.C, *t73a)S3 ' - *
to encourage the Indians and Eskimos to engage in business enter­

prises, thus allowing them the opportunity of becoming self- 

26 sufficient and improving thoir standard of living; and 

2? J WHEREAS, numerous small business operations have been com- 

28 ir.enced and are presently operated by Indians and Eskimos through- 

2f out Alaska Who have negotiated business leans under- this. Act in 

SM #3 -1“ *
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1  »ti A t t e m p t  t o  neoure f a i r  and. p r o p e r  r e t u r n s  f o r  t h e i r  labors; a n d

2  M fEESU S*  c e r t a i n  Q u e s t i o n a b l e  p u r c h a s in g  p r a c t i c e s  h a v e  b e e n  •

21 t a r c e d  an d  in o s a c d  o n  t h o  v a r io u s  I n d ia n  s m a l l . b u s in e s s m e n  b y  t h e  •- 

4  & lcsG ka  N a t i v e  S e r v i c e ,  a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a g e n c y ,  a s  a  ’

6- c o n d i t i o n  t ©  t h e i r  r e c e i v i n g  any. l o a n s - ^ i t h  t-hich to make neccs—

> ’ : .
3 e r w  merchandise purchases; and 1

7  T'"i3r£AS, t h e  v a r i o u s  I n d i a n  small b u s i n e s s m e n  h a v e  b e e n

P  cconasiafiJly praoecd* l i m i t e d  e nd r o o u i r r d  to lanko ell s u c h’- 

§ Cor c h C - M i s e  P u r c h a s e s  t h r o u g h  t h o  A ir ska-Native Industries C o o p o r a -
i f ■ '

1 0  t l V Q i  ’ihicfe Qrgrnice.tion imposes a  1 0 s? "service charge" o v o r  

-11 r e t a i l  and f r e i g h t  costs; and. '

1 2  t S S F E A S ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  *»bovc, c e r t a i n  monies h a v e  a lso

I S  tic;it b o r r o w e d  b y  t h e  I n d i a n s  u n d o r  t h o  W h e o l a r - P o w a r d  -Act,, p artl-

1 4  etslnrly i n 'S o u t h e a s t e r n  Alaska, to p u r c h a s e  f i s h i n g  b o a t s  a nd to

1 5  c p s r e t e  G cn n crlaa ; *na '

1 3  TEIETEa S* t h i s  i n d u s t r y  employs rll tho adult p e c u l a t i o n  of-
*

I f  G CTn y  S e m m u n i t i a s  thrc**phr>ut S o u t h e a s t e r n  Alaska, and t h o u s a n d s  of

1 9  fn & ien o  e r rn  t h o i r  l i v e l i h o o d  in  t h i s  u n d er ta k in g  and dep en d  

1 3  e n t i r e l y  a n - f in k in g ;  ^nd /

2 3  ’E;S?JSa S, t h e  f i s h e r m e n  and, c a n n e r y  o perators h a v e  b e e n  ■

21 r » s ^ a e t  te t r e m e n d o u s  " n d  d e v a s t a t i n g - d e c l i n e s  i n  t h e  salmon r u n s

2 2  i n  JO.-’Ph**, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  c o n s e r v a t i o n  m e a s u r e s  i m p o s e d  b y  the ,

2 8  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F i s h  a nd w i l d l i f e  Service, p. U n i t e d  States D e p a r t —

2 4  p a n t  ef* t h ©  I n t e r i o r  agency,' l i m i t i n g  tho p e r m i s s i b l e  catch,

2 5  w h i c h  ceciotsrco h - v c  c a u s e d  the l i h o l  of m a n y  f i s h i n g  b oats a n d
♦

2 0  t h ©  f ailure o f  n u m c r c u o  canneries o p e r a t e d  b y  u e r s o n s  other, t h a n  

2 f  ?ndi"sc; e n d  " ' • :' :

2 0  t h e  c r im e n  r u n s  a*ups*»r t^ b o  i n c r e a s i n g  a n d - s u b -

2 3  o t o r t i ^ l l y  improving, e n d  t he p e r m i s s i b l e  c a t c h  w o u l d  appear to

t
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* % * ‘ ’ * <.

1 to subject to increase thug easing the existing financial crisis, .

2 ant landing strong encouragement to the economy in the 'immediate

5 futura: end ’♦ *.

4 WBEBEAS* the Alaska Native Servioe, although aware of.the

8 above praopaots and off the known hardships suffered by the In­

s' diana horotoforo bcceuso. of reasons beyond thoir control, now are 

f in tha proaaca of (1) ropossocaing numerous fishing boats, (2)

8 modifying* limiting end restricting leases of canneries to
\ ■

3 Indicno end* (3) ere indicating e. disposition to negotiate the 

1§ lOKOins & £ ohch canneries, without bid or competition* to persons 

li athan then Indiana; and

NNBRBASj ouoh fishing boats will bo sold at public aalo at 

IS r> fraction of thoir vsluo booauso of tho groat number of boats

14 oubjast to legal action and the cannorios aro subject to being 

18 nagdtiatad undor private sale, all of which will cause ruinous 

1® conQGquansQC to many Indian Communities and greatly endanger and

impair tha public intorost* •

15 KOtf S8SREF08E, it la rospeotfully roquostod that a Congres—

13 oione.1 investigation be medo immediately into tho Alaska Native 

C3 Satvica1 a handling end administration of tho 5/hooler-Hownrd Aot 

01 pragrava in Ale oka end that nooeesrry stops bo trkon .to- C l )  correct 

CO tho mandr tory purchasing praotloos which have attached to the

05 borrowing of monoy by Indians engaged in smell business, and 

04 CG) prevent th© present wholosalo foreclosure of fishing boats 

£8 end ropacaoacing or leasing of cannorios so that thiB very bone-'

08 fioicl program, may bo allowed to continue and achieve its primary
t

purpoao of e.oslating tho Indians and Eskimos to attain ooonomio 

GO Indopandonoo and improved living .conditions*

G3 Ait& SOUR I-SEHORXAfcISS WILL EVER PRAY. .*
I  0 1 1  # 3  - 3 -  -


