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1 IN TltS HOUSE • BE HE. MCNA3B

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 218 • .

$ IN THE LEGISLAT URE OP THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA • ‘

<t THEKTY-THIRD SESSION

8 A  BILL ‘ ‘
i

8 Pal* m  Aot entitled* *An Act relating to impeachment of defen-

7 _ dante In criminal oases; amending Seotion

8  66-13-53 AOLA 1949*JI

0  BE If SNAGTSB BP THE LEGISLATURE OF THE- TERRITORY Op ALASKA?

Seotion 1# Sec* 66-13-53 ACLA 1949 is hereby amended to 

reed as follows*

Seo. 66-13-53. BEFENDANT AS UITHESS? PRESUMPTION /
1 *

. IROH PAIVER OP RIGHT: CROSS-EXALIIFATION^ JT,_7 P1PEA0H- 

MENT. . •

(l) That in the trial of or examination upon

16 all indictmentc,complaint a, information# and other pro­

ceedings before any court# magistrate, Jury# -or other

tribunal# against persons noouaed or ohargoa with the ,
«  *

commission of crimes or offenses, the person so charged 

or accused shall, at his own request, but not otherwise,

01 bo deemed a competent witness, the oredit to be given to

00 his testimony being loft solely to the jury# under the

03 instructions of tho oourt, or to the discrimination of

04 • the magistrate, or other tribunal before which suoh,

8 testimony may be given? Provided# Shat his waiver of

S3 such right shall not create any presumption Against-him?

£? that euoh defendant or accused, when offering his te.sti-

2® many as a witness in his own behalf, Shall be deemed to .

08 have given to the prosecution a right to cross-examination..
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A  defendant In c orlnlnr.l matter may be

impeached. by contradictory evidence nnd, subject to the 

proviolonc of Seo» 58-£-62, APIA 1949, by evidence that 

he hna nnfto at other times statements inconsistent with 

his prsaont testimony, In the event the reputation for 

truth or nor**,! character of ft defendant is placed in 

tooue by rellnnoe thereon no n defense , the witness may 

be itapenohed by evidence thrt his general reputation 

for truth ie bad, or tint his nor^l character is such

*o to render him umajrthy of belief*, but not by evi-
«,!■■ P . — ■«,■ ■■.■^I W  H ,.!... —  —  ■ M l . - .  ., I .IPIF  . . . »  i , . - r  ■  ■ .1 . . - P . , - . . . . —  '

donee of particular wrongful acts? provldec1, however, that 

In euoh event the fact that the defendant baa been 

previously convicted of a felony, but not the nature 

or circuastancea thereof, may be shown by examination 

of the witness, and In the event of the denial by the 

witness of euah conviotion, a certified cony of the
    Ml *»■'■■«11 »mww»"'W! '■«■«■   nix , ip w» n  I I..IIIIII —    I II p ■■ —  —... -  — . m

record of Judgment of conviction nay be introduced.
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