
HOUSE BILL NO. 145 

IK THE LEGISLATURE OP THE TERRITORX OF ALASKA ■ /

TWENTY-THIRD SESSION 

A BILL

Far an Aot entitled: "An Act relating to the'incorporation end .

diosolution of cities, public utility 

districts, school districts end indepen­

dent school districts of the Territory 

of Aleska; repepling Sections 16-1-1

through 16-1-8; 37-3-11; 37-3-13 through
* * '

37-3-17; 49-2-1; and 49-8-3 through
i ■ ;

49-2-6, AOLA 1949, es amended; end de-
*

daring anr emergency."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA:
• f  .

Seotlon 1* Authority to Incorporate. Any community meeting 

the requirements for incorporation as hereinafter set forth, may 

Incorporate eo a oity, publio utility distriot, school distriot 

or Independent sohooi district of the Territory of Alaska, as 

defined by law, in the manner hereinafter set forth.

Section 8» Requirements for Incorporation. In order to be 

entitled to incorporate as aforesaid, a community shall meet the - 

following requirements:'

(a) A oity of the first class shall have four hundred or 

core permanent inhabitants* The incorporation petition, as here­

inafter required, shall be signed by at least one hundred resident 

property owners so herein defined*

( W  A oity of the second, class shall have fifty or more :
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*

t 1—  ’

1 permanent inhabitants, The Incorporation petition ehall be 

3 sicned by at least fifteen recident property owners,* .

3 Co) A publlo utility district shall have two hundred or

4 core permanent inhabitants, but shell not embrace more than 

3  sixty-four square miles of territory. The incorporation peti- 

® tion shall he signed by et. least sixty resident property owners,' 

•7 (d) A  school district or independent school district shall 

6 have one hundred or more permanent inhabitants and thirty or more 

9 children between the ages of six spd seventeen yearn#, but shall
4 ' '

not embrace care than one hundred fifty square miles in the case

11 of n school district* or more than two hundred fifty square miles

12 in asse of an independent sohooi district,* The incorporation 

12 shell be signed by at least thirty resident property owners,*

14 Seotlon 3, Initiating Incorporation Proceedings, Incorpora-

15 tlon proceedings shall be commenced by an incorporation petition, 

1® signed by the required number of resident property owners, Suoh 

1# petition shall contain a description, by metes end bounds or

legal subdivisions, os wall as a rasp Or plat showing the proposed 

boundaries; shall otpte the number of permanent inhabitants of
i*

23 the proposed corporation and the name by which it is. to be known,
I

21 Such petition shall be filed with -the U,’ S, Commissioner and Ex-

22 officio Recorder for the recording precinct in which the ooaanun-

23 ity proposed to be incorporated 1b situated. Promptly upon re-
* *

24 eelpt of such petition, the 2, S, Commissioner shell order an
* *

2$ election in the community proposed to.be incorporated, in the 

2® Conner hereinafter provided,

^  Section 4, Order of Election, The order of election of the

28 3« 0, Commissioner shall designate the time and place where and. 

20 when such election shell he held and shall appoints three or more

* —2~* \

K.B, $% ' 14® * "



qualified electors of the oommunlty proposed to he incorporated 

to aot as Judges of said election. Printed or typewritten ooples 

Of cold order and ©f the incorporation petition-ehall he posted 

at three of the nost publlo places within .the proposed boundaries
k

*

of the comrranity proposed to he Incorporated at least thirty days 

prior to the day of the election, and auch posting shall he
* t ■

deemed e sufficient notioe of ouoh election.

Seotlon S. Ballots. Said election shall he hy printed or 

typewritten ballot in the following form:
*

"For Incorporation of the city of - (or •

district)11 or "Against incorporation of the oity of . .

( o r   district)*> or words to that effeot.

Each qualified elector, as hereinafter defined, ehall be 

entitled to oast ohe ballot at such eleotlon,*

Section 6, JudgpRt Cenvnss of Ballots;'dertlfioatlon of 

Eleotlon, The said Judges Of eleotlon shall, before entering upon 

the duties of their offine, tf’:e an oath in writing faithfully and

impartially to discharge the dutiest©f their trust, and they shall
% . ■ 

duly anmmee And compile the v^te erst end issue under their hand a

n certificate shoving the number of votes cost in favor of incor­

poration and the number of votes oast against incorporation# Said 

certificate* together with all the ballots oast and the oaths of -

of eleotlon* ehall immediately be filed with the
*

Qtetee Cooiaiseioner for the recording precinct in whioh 

the aoss'unity proposed to be incorporated is situated,

Section Declaration of Incorporation, If it shall appear 

frc» the said certificate of eleotlon filed with the United States 

ScmmiCsiOner, sc aforecaid, that a majorityof the votes opst at 

said election were in favor of- the incorporation and that the



I  provialone of thin Act were substantially compiled vith, then

5 filed among the lend records of sold reoord Lnct, duly

4 declare that the community in which suoh election use been held

8 la end shall be deemed a corporation of the olass or kind proposed 

§ in sold petition, under the name proposed therein, and the same

<y shall thenceforth be deemed suoh corporation, possessed of the
*

0 power* end privileges prescribed for and which may hereafter be .

9 Rlvtn to such oorperotlon, by law. Such order shall describe by 

Tja mete* and bounds or legal subdivisions the boundaries and give the 

jl name of auch corporation, and one certified oopy of such order

1£ shall be filed in the office of the Territorial Director of Fin- 

1? ar.ce, and another in the office of the Olerk of the District Court

14 for the judicial division in which such corporation is aitusted.

15 flection 8r« Dlesolutlon ProopedlngB. (a) Whenever the pop-

18 ulation Of any city» nubile utility distriot, school distriot or.

19 independent school district shell fall below the minimum required 

1® for incorporation, so hereintotore required, the governing body 

18 of suoh city or distriot, or If such governing body shall have
*

C3 censed to function, twenty-five resident property owners thereof,
X • F

n! may file with the United States Commissioner and ex-offlolo Record­

er er for the precinot in whioh euoh city or.district is situated,, a 

03 petition preying for an order to dissolve and vacate the lnoor- 

C4 pmwtion of euoh city or district, and setting forthjin such 

05 petition any good and substantial reason why suoh corporation 

08 Should be dieaolved and vacated* . , -

S9 Cb) Upon the filing of auch petition, the United ‘States

C8 florrsiesioner ehall order an election upon the question as to 

08 Whether or not the corporation should be ‘so dissolved* The. order

2 the United States. Commissioner shall, by an o writing

4
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1 ©f election shall designate the tine end plroe when, and where such 

S' election shell be her d, preeexd.be the notioe to be given and the 

5 fore ©f ballot to be ueed* and ohnll appoint three or more, quail-

4 ‘fled elector* of the corporation proposed to be dissolved to act

5 ss Judges'of said eleotlon# Notioe of such election shall be
*

6 given ltt the ease Bonner ae that required for incorporation.
^  * * ** *

* Co# She said judges shall take an oath, and ehall owivaee, .

8 compile end certify the vote oast at said election in the sane

® Banner as provided in the cnee of incorporation elections# If

'X@ it shall appear frod the certificate of election filed with the

^  United States COKniaaloner that a majority of the votes oast at

1G said eleotlon la in fevor of the dissolution and vacation of said

13 corporation, the United States Commissioner shall, by an order in

14 writing filed among the land records of said recording precinct,

13 duly declare such corporation to be dissolved and vacated; provid-

16 ei, that no suoh city or distriot shell be entitled to diaincorr
• *

* I* porcste until «11 the indebtedness owing by said city or/diatriot 

116 shell have been fully paid and suoh fact must be fully proved to

• 18 the satisfaction of the United States Commissioner before entry of 

8$ the order declaring the dissolution and vaostion of suoh oorpora-

». 08 # Cd) Any money belonging or owing to such corporation so

03 dissolved and any and all property owned by suoh corporation shall 

24 become the property of the Territory of Alaska. All suoh moneys

03 shall be peid to the Treasurer of the Territory and the Governor
*

26 of the Territory shell have authority to dispose of ell property, 

both real and personal, in any manner he deems proper, and transmit 

28 any coney# received therefor to the Treasurer of the Territory,
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1 (e) Certified copies of the order dissolving end Veoating

3 the corporation shell he filed* one vith. the office of the Terri-

5 tarlftl Director of Finanoe, end one in the of floe of the Cleric of

4 the District Court for the jjudibial division in vhioh the diesciv­

il ed. corporation 1# eituated, et the expense of the petitioner* ?

6 Section 9* Whenever it is used in this Aot* the term!
* ■ ' i . ■ .

7  "resident property owner" shall mean any natural person* of the
w- £

© ege of 21 years or over* who has resided anywhere within - the 

$ boundaries of the corporation proposed to “be formed or dissolved
■ «  ~  p  *■ v

10 for et least 30 days prior to the eleotlon* and is a property

11 owner anywhere within suoh corporation? "property owner" shall •

15 mean ant one of the followings ithe fee owner of reoord, or the

13 contract purohaser of reoord* or any person with a possessory

14 interest in tldelands, or any person poosessing a recorded l e a s e -
y  -  "

16 hold interest for a term of five years or more; "qualified elector" 

1© shall mean any natural rerson of the age of 21 or over, who is a.

1? -.citizen of the Dnited States and who has resided continuously one

15 year next preceding the election in the Territory of Alaska, and 

19 for 30 days next preceding, the election in the recording preoinot

80 in which he or she votes*

81 Section 10* Ranealer* Sections 16=»i-l through 16-1-8?

82 37-3-11, 37-3-13 through 37-3-17J 49-2-1 and 49-2-3 through

83 49-2-6, AOLA 1949, as amended are hereby repealed,

84 Section 11* An emergency is hereby- declared to exist and
/

-86 this Act shall take effeot immediately upon its passage and

85 approval, or upon its becoming law without such approval*

27
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