
IH THE HOUSE BX MR, BUCKALEW

HOUSE BILL NO, 138 

IN IKE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD SESSION :

A BILL ,

Fox* an Aot entitled? HAn Aot to emend Seotions 16-1-111 and

16-1-112, AOLA 1949, relating to taxation
\ *

by first oleb o  oities and creating new 

provisions*"

HE II ENACTED BY IKE LEGISLATURE OF-THE 'TERRITORY QF ALASKA: 

Beotian 1* That Beotian 16-1-111 be amended to read as 

follow*; '•
(i * . >

Section 16-1-111, Ordinance or resolution aa method of
♦

' exeroiiing taxing power? Separate levies; Aggregate 

amount of levy* The power granted to the council to ae-
t T

lies*, levy end eolleot a general tax for eohool and muni- 

oipsl purposes a* herein provided shell be exercised by 

meant of general ordinances duly passed by /THE7  suoh 

eounoil* SUCH CORPORATIONS/; provided, that the rate 

of levy and the date of equalization, ^MID DATE WHEN 

TAXES SHALL BECOME DELINQUENT, MAY7 shall be fixed by 

resolution, end the levy for sohooi and municipal purpose? 

/#AY7 shell he separately made, and fixed, but the aggre­

gate thereof shall not exoeed three per oent of

the aeeeeeed value of the property eseesBed.

Seotlon 2* Section 16-1-112 is- hereby amended to read 

e* follows?
9

Section 16-1-112. Taxing,powers exercisable by general 

ordinsnoe? Uniformity of assessments? Classification



o f  property. The oounoll la empowered by general ordl- ■ 

nance to provide for the annual aaaeienent and levy o f  

such boxen upon a l l  rea l and personal property within 

the lim its  o f  the corporation. /5 Nd BY SUCH ORDINANCE .
TO FIX DATES WHEN SUCH ASSESSMENT SHALL BE ANNUALLY ■ ... 
MADS; THE MODE AND MANNER OF ASSESSMENT; WHEN TAXES MAY 

BECOME DUE; TO REQUIRED THE LISTING- OF PROPERTY SUBJECT .

TO TAXATION BY THE OWNER OR AGENT THEREOF? TO IMPOSE,

FIX AND PROVIDE FOR THE COLLECTION OF PENALTIES FOR , 
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES WHEN DUE, NOT TO EXCEED FIFTEEN,

PER CENTUM OF SUCH TAX, AND TO FIX THE: RATE OF INTEREST'
*  '

ON DELINQUENT TAXES AND-PENALTIES, NOT TO EXCEED TWELVE 

PER CENTUM PER ANNUM, AND PROVIDE FOR THE COLLECTION ,

OP SUCH INTEREST AND PENALTIES, AND TO PROVIDE GENERALLY

SUCH OTHER MATTERS AND THINGS RELATIVE TO IKE ASSESSMENT
*

AMD LEVY OF SUCH TAXES AS MAY BE PROPER/? provided, 

hawpver, n i l  esBPflsmPnta ehall be equal and uniform end . 
based upon the actual value o f the property assessed,

ahd prior to  fix in g  the ratee o f  levy said oounoll ehall
* *  + '

B it and /JUBLICALLY7 publicly  equalize the valuation - .
Of the property ooeeeeed no hereinafter preeoribed.

Provided further that the council by ita  general ordi­
nance Bfanlt o la sa ify  the d ifferen t kinds of property '

for  tax purpoces and m«y grant exemptions therefrom

as provided by Chapter gg. SLA 1953.

Section S« That a new Section be added to Seotlon 16-1-112 

read ae fo llo w *  I

The Assessor sh a ll complete the l is t in g  o f V l l  rea l and 

personal property within the lim its  of the corporation



I 'bofor© July lot of eaoh year# The listing of all taxable

e property nay be made upon permanent separate-ledger cards

3 vhioh will be the combined assessment roll and tax ledger-.

4 Real property shall be assessed to the owner of reoord

5 as shown in tha records of the U. s. Commissioner and

C ex-Offloio Recorder of the Precinct, provided, however,

•7 that any other person having an interest in the property

8 nay ba listed on the assessment records with the owner,

B She parson in whoso name any property is listed as owner

thereof shall bo conclusively presumed to bo the legal 

owner of reoord. If tho owner of land is unknown suoh 

land nay Us assessed to ̂ Unknown Owner" or " Unknown 

13 Owners** No assessment shall bo invalidated by a mis-

%4t take*. onlBQlon or orror in the nano of the owner of

the real proparty aooooood, if the property is oorrectiy
i .

described, >- - 

Tho Aeoacsor nay H a t  real property located in any

subdivision by lot and block or tract description, and

un-suMividad property according to the land office soo-,

tion and township survey descriptions, or by giving the

boundaries thereof, or by reference to the book and page

OS of tho rcsordo of tho U.» S„ Gommissionor whore the do-

C3 asription cay bo found, or by designation of tax lot
* . - ■ '

C4 numbar rofarring to a public reoord kept by the assessor

05 of descriptions Of real property, or in such other manner

05 as to cacao the description to be oapable of being- made

0*7 certain,. Initial letters, abbreviations, fractions

OS and exponants-to deoignoto the township, range, section

or port of oootion, or the number of any lot or block

-3-



or part thereof, or spy distance, oourae, hearing or v 

direction, asy he employed in any suoh description of ; 

real property.

On or before the 15th day of- Maroh in eaoh year
t

every pereon shall aubmit in duplioate to the assessor 

« return of hie property, and of the property held or 

controlled by him in a representative onpeolty, in the 

Kenner preeoribed in this Aot, vhioh return shall be 

based On values existing as. of January 1 in the same

yeer#

The person making the return in every oaae shall 

state sn address to vhioh all notices required to be 

given to hi* under thia Aot may be nailed or delivered*

The return ehall ahov the nature, quantity, amount
*

and value of the property, the piece where the property

is situated, end said return shall be in suoh 'for* as* T

the council may prescribe, and shall be signed and veri­

fied by the person liable or hie or its authorized agent
* ' - .

or representative.

The assessor may, by notioe in writing to any person 

by whom a return has been made, require fro* him e fur­

ther return containing additional details and more ex­

plicit particulars, and upon receipt of the notioe, that 

person shall comply fully with its requirements within 

thirty dsys.

The assessor shall not be bound to pcoept aa oor-
♦

rpot the return cade hy any person, but if he thinks it 

neoessary or expedient, or if he suspects that ar-person 

who has not made a return is liable to assessment, he
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ohall moke an independent Investigation ae to*, tbe-prop-* 

Of ty of that person, and may make M e  own valuation and 

acoeocaont of the taxable amount thereof, which will be

prica facie good and sufficient for all legal purposes,,
*

For the purpose of suoh examination, the assessor, 

personally or by any deputy designated by him, may,entor 

Upon any premises and examine any property therdon, 

and shall have access to and may examino all property 

recorda involved, and any person shall, upon request, 

furnish to the assessor or deputy every facility and 

assistance for the purposes of such examination*

An assessor may. in any ease examine a person, on 

oath or otherwise, and upon request of the assessor,

the person shall attend, and submit Mmself to examination
» ^

by the assessor* ‘ - •

Property shall bq assessed at ita full and-true .

value in money,, as of January 1 of the assessment yfear*
*

In determining the full and true value of property in 

money, the person making tho return, or the assessor, 

aa the case cay be, shall not adopt a lower or different 

standard of value,because the seme is to serve as a 

basis of taxation, nor shall he adopt as a criterion 

cf value the prioe for whioh the property would sell 

at auction, or at a forced sale, either separately or ' 

in the aggregate with all of the property in the taxing 

distriot, but he shall value the property at suoh sum

as he believes the same to be fairly worth in money at
*

the time of assessment* The true value of the property 

shall bo that value at which.,the property would generally



\

/  -

X “be taken in payment of a Juet debt. from a solvent debtor.
*  * S '  .

p Z The assessor ohall prepare an annual assessment

3 roll In duplioate, after consideration of all returns

ft* made to him pursuant to thia Aot, and after oareful in-

5 quiry from such Sources aa he may deem reliable, On

6 the roll he shall enter the following particulars:

7 (l) The names and last known addresses of
V

9 all persons with property liable to assessment and tax-

■ f  ntlon; . . ‘ '

10 (2) A  description of all taxable property;

11 (3) The appraised value! Quantity, or amount

12 of said property; and •

13 (ftj The arrears Of taxes owing b y  any persons*

Xft The assessor! before completion of the,assessment

15 roll, ohall give to every person named thereon a. notioe

X& of assessment* showing the appraised value! assessment

If of his property and the mount of taxes thereon. At

IS least 3Q days must be allowed from the date of suoh. ...

Bailing within whioh to appeal to the Board of Equali­

sation against the assessment. Cn the .back of eaoh

21 assessment notioe ehall ba printed a brief summary for

22 the information of the taxpayer, of the dates when the;

23 taxes are payable! delinquent, and subject to interest,

§£I dates when the Boafd will sit for equalization purposes!

2J| ' end any other partioulnr specified by the council*
<? -

2$ * The assessment notioe shall< he directed to the »

2f porson to whom it is to be given, and shall he suffic­

iently given if it is mailed by first .class mail addressed 

to, op is delivered a„t, hia address as last known to the

r ~  - 5 -  •
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Aeoeoaorj’* er* if tha address is not known to the assessor.)
*  ' -r

tlie notloe nay he moiled addressed' to the person' at the

^ooteffioe nacreat to the place where- the property la '
,  .

situated* The date on which the notloe is so-mailed orJLs

5 co delivered for all -purposes of this Act shall he deemed

6 .to ho the date cn whioh the notloe is given*.

f She asoossor shall complete the annual assessment

8 roll on or boforo the 1st day of July* whioh shall be

9 based on values of January 1st immediately preoeding,

1© and shall certify the some* Suoh supplementary assessment

11 rolls shall he prepared and certified as may be deemed

12 necessary or expedient*
*

All taxes to be levied or collected shall, except 

as othorwiso provided, be oaloulated, levied and oolleoted 

15 upon the appraisements entered in the assessment roll and

•16 certified by tho accessor as correct, subject to the tax _

If payors* rights of appeal and to-the corrections and amend-

senta made in the rolls pursuant to this Apt*

19 * All the duties Imposed upon the assessor with respeot

2© ; to the annual assessment roll and all the provisions of this.

Aot relating to assessment rolls shall, so, far as applicable,
t

^apply to supplementary assessment rolls*

The assessor may correct any error, omission or •
*

invalidity made or arising in the preparation of .the

25 assessment roll at any tine before the sitting of the

26 Board of Squalization* It shall be the duty of every .

2f person receiving a notioe of assessment to advise the

assessor of any error, emission or invalidity he may have

observed in the assessment..of his property, in order that
- 1
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X .tho assessor nay correct the same*

2 Whan ell valuation notices have been nailed, the

3 Assessor shall publish in a newspaper of general oirou-

k- lation published in the oity at least once each week

5 fen tttl successive weeks a notioe that the assessment

6 rolls have been completed. Such notioe shall state when

7  and where the equalization hearings will be held by .

& tho oounoll, sitting as a Board of Equalization*

9  - All objections by the taxpayer to the value placed
*  _

upon his property by the Assessor must be presented by 

tho taxpayer to tho Board of Equalization in -the manner 

12 hereinafter provided*

for the purpose of scrutinizing the assesecent 

roll and Its supplements, and taking corrective aotion 

thereon, or for hearing appeals in regafd to any assess* 

16 nent rolli or l'ron any assoasnent made under this Aot,

the Board Shall ait and adjourn from time to time as its 

business nay require, and shall reoord its proceedings 

end decisions* During all periods when the Board ig not 

in scifion, its reoords apd decisions, shall.be kept by* »

21 t|ut assessor* , • * : * *.?.* •

22 * • Where the name of any perepn Xf Ordered by the Board 

tp be entered on the assessment roll, by way* of addition 

or substitution, for the purpose of .assessment,, the ?pard 

•hall cause notioe thereof to.be mailed by*.the* assessor to 

that person or hie agent in like manner as provided in 

section 15, giving, him at least. 30' daya froej th?* date of 

•Uob mailing within, whio^-tp appeal to 

the amassment*

*

m m Q r n m ,  „ . «  *
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1 Whenever it appears to the Board that there ore

2 svorohflrgee or errora or invalidities in the assessnont
t 4

3 roll, 'or in any of tho proceedings leading up to or

k subsequent to tho oonplotion of the roll, and there i a

$  no appoal boforo tho Board in 'which the snne- nay be

5 dealt with, the Board nay notify parties affooted with

t  tho view of hearing then*

8 Any pereon whoao none appears on the assessment roll

9 nay appeal to the Board with, respeot to any alleged error

Id in the appraisal, cvorohargo, error, onnission or negleot

11 of the assessor#

12 Notloe of, appeal, in writing, speoifylng the grounds

13 for the appeal, shall be filed with the Board within 30

ik  days after the date on which the assessor is notice of

15 assessnsnt was given to the person oppealing. Buoh notioe

15 nuat contain a certification that a true oopy thereof was

I f  nailed or delivered to the assessor. If notioe of appeal

15 la not given within that period, right of appeal shall

1$ ocase, unless It is Shown to the satisfaction cf the Board

2d that tho taxpayer was unable to appeal within the tine so

21 United* 1 .

22 A oopy of tho notioe of appeal must bo sent to the

23 assessor as above indicated. _

2ft- Upon receipt of the notice of appeal, the assessor

25 shall n?ho a reoord of tho some in suoh form as the

25 oounoll hay direct, whioh reoord shall contain all the

2? inforoation shown on the assessnent roll in respeot of

2$ thS subject natter of the appeal, and the assessor

29 place the sane before the Board fron tine to tine as nay

It«B*^13& wjw <



The Board ohall oauso a notloe of the sittIng at
i

vhioh tho appeal io to bo hoard to bo nailed by the 

assessor to tho par con by whon the notloe of appeal 

was given) and to ovory other person in respeot of whon 

the appoal ie taken* to their respective addresses as 

last known to the assessor* •

At the tine appointed for the hearing of the appeal
% p

or as soon thereafter as the appeal nay be heard, the

Board shall hear the appellant* the assessor,•other

parties to the appeal and their witnesses* and oonslder

the toetinony and evidenoe adduced) and'shall determine 1
•*

tho matters in question on the nerits and render its 

decision accordingly*

If any party to whon notioe was nailed as above 

aot forth falls to appear,, the Board nay proceed with 

the hearing in hio absence* . ’

The burden, of proof in all oases shall be upon the 

party appealing*

The Board shall front tine to tine enter ip the -appeal
«

record its decision upon appeals brought , before it* and 

shall certify to the pane*

An? person feeling aggrieved by any order of the 

Board shall have the right of appeal on a de nova basis 

to the Distriot Court for the Territory of Alaska in the 

division in whioh the said individual(s property is 

located* Suoh appeal shall be pursued as nearly as nay 

be in,accordance with tho ptooeduro preeoribed in 

Sections 6Q~9rA to (58-5-1^ lnoluslve, Alaska Compiled

t>o required by the Board.
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Lavs Annotated 1949, governing appeals from a J u stice 's
>

Oourt In o lv l l  oases and the oounoll sh a ll promulgate 

uniform regulations adapting the shove referenced pro- „

oedure fop perfecting such appeals*
The olerk Of the oounoll sh a ll he Ex-Offioio Olerk 

o f  the Board o f  Equalization and sh a ll reoord in  the 

minutes o f the meeting a l l  proceedings before the Board, 
the nernes o f o i l  persona protesting assessments,, a l l  
changes, rev ision s, corrections, and orders re la tin g  to 
claims or adjustments. Within, three days follow ing the 

f in a l hearings o f the Board the olerk sh a ll transmit 

to the Assessor e l l  corrections, rev ision s, or ohanges 
authorized and approved hy the Board and shall cer tify

K- f &
that the ohangee ao reported are ae approved hy the 

Board o f  Equalization*
■#

The Assessor shall enter the ohanges, so* certified, 

upon hie records, and no assessed valuations Bhall there­

after he changed. The final records of assessment shall
p ' t

he oompleted hy the Assessor on or before the 15thAday '

o f August o f  eaoh year.

Every assessment r o l l  as completed and cer tif ied
% » -

hy the assessor, and as corrected and abended by him
from time to time in conformity with this Act and the

decisions o f the Board sh a ll, except insofar as the same
may he further amended ae a resu lt o f  an appeal to the
court, aa provided hy th is  Act, be v a lid  and binding

on a l l  parsons, notwithstanding any defect, error, omls- -

•ion  or in v a lid ity  ex istin g  in  the assessment r o l l  or
any part thereof, and not withstanding any proceedings

- 1 1 -

H.B* Ho. 138' ■



When tho final oeaosotaont records have been completed
-a" ' . ‘

by the Aeeeecor no herein provided,, the Assessor ehall 

deliver to the Ooundil a statement of the total assessed 

valuation of all reel and personal property within the pity, 

She Counoil ehall thereupon fix the rate of tax levy 

and designate thd number of mills upon eaoh dollar of galue 

of assessed taxable real and personal property that shall 

ba levied, and ehall levy said tax in accordance therewith, 

fhe Aceeaeor shall then prepare and mail.on or before 

September 5th of eaoh year tax statements to the person or 

persons listed as the owner oh the tax rolls.
* 4

All taxes so levied shell be due and payable on or |

before October 1, of each year, and shall become delinquent

after 6*00 P*K. on said date, provided, hovever, that the 
» . . .  

taxpaper shall have the right to pay such taxes in two

installments. If the first half is not. paid by October 1,

the entire tax becomes delinouent and penalty and interest

accrue aa hereinafter provided. If the first.half be.paid

by October 1, the Seoond half of suoh taxes Shell be payable

on.or before Maroh 1 of eaoh following 'year pnd if not paid

then shall be delinquent after 6:00 P.M. on said date. A

penalty of five percent (5^J shpll. be added to all taxes
t ■*

'delinquent until March 1 and interest at the rate, of eight 

percent ( 8 $ ) per annum shall be oharged on the whole of the 

unpaid tuxes (not inoluding penalty) from due date until 

paid in full* After 6;0Q P.M. Maroh 1,? a tots! penalty 

of ten percent (lOjC) shall be added to all delinquent taxes 

and interest pt the rpte of eight peroent (8$) shall poorue,

pertaining thereto*
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a s herein provided, upon ell unpaid taxes (not including 

penalty) from due date until paid in full.
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