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i IN TBS SENATE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

BY SENATORS BARNES

SENATE BILL NO. 8 w tn m m

IK TUB LEGISLATURE OP TBS TERRITORY OF ALASKA

t w e n t y-s e c o n d s e s s i o n

A BILL

For an Act entitled: tfAn Act to provide for juvenile detention

homes in certain cities; to establish a
i

board of juvenile institutions, setting.
1

forth its powers and duties and the powers 

of cities and courts in relation thereto; 

making an appropriation; and setting an 

effective date*"

BE IT ENACJT3S BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA:

Section 1* B o a r d : creation: a p p o i n t m e n t : terms. There isJ " T i

hereby created a Board of Juvenile Institutions (hereinafter ft.V. A.lLi 

called the board) to be composed of five membersApppointed by the 

Governor* The term of each member shall be five years. The 

first board ’shall b e  composed as follows: one member appointed ' 

for five years; one member for four years; one member for three 

year#; one member for two years; and one member for a term of 

one year* The term of office of all members shall commence on 

July 1, 1955i and all members appointed thereafter shall serve 

for five years from the July first in the year appointed. Vacan­

cies shall be filled by appointment fpr the unexpired term of • 

the member replaced*

Sec* 2. Confirmation. All appointments shall be subject to 

the approval of the Legislature, if it is in session at the time 

O f  the appointment* If the Legislature is not in session, the 

same* shall be submitted to the next succeeding Legislature for

—1—
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confirmation, and if such appointments are not confirmed the 

Office shall he considered vacant, and a new member appointed to 

fill the vacancy, subject to approval or confirmation as more-*

T

3«c* 3.# Board; meetings? expenses. Members of the board 

shall receive no salary, but shall be entitled to the amount of 

I per diem and expenses authorised by general law* The board shall 

meet at such time* and places as may be necessary to carry out 

the duties imposed by this Act. The board may adopt rules for 

the performance cf its functions, and shall elect a chairman 

and vice-chairman from its membership.

Sec. 4* Board? general powers. The Board of Juvenile 

Institutions shall have, but not by way of limitation, the fol­

lowing powers? Cl) to employ such assistants as may be needed 

to carry out the provisions of this Act; (2) to rent, purchase,

lease, or construct buildings or other juvenile detention faci-
* *

litis* in any city in Alaska having a population of 1,700 or 

store, but only upon the request of the governing body of each 

such city? (3) to reimburse cities maintaining and operating 

juvenile detention facilities in an amount equal toj: 75,1 per eenti
.4f

of the net costs to the city for such maintenance and operation;;
f

f4l to collect statistics on juvenile offenses and offenders 

handled by all courts in Alaska having jurisdiction; (5) to con­
duct studies of the need, number and types, and construction, 

maintenance and operation cost, of correctional institution or 

institutions, and to submit a plan for construction of such in­

stitution or institutions, together with a plan for financing an
%

construction program, to tha Twenty-third Legislature; (6) to 

•xamina all facilities, institutions and places of juvenile

MR
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[ detention In Alaska and lnquira Into their methods and the 

. management of Juvenile* therein} (7) to adopt standards ajodt regu­

lations for the design, construction, repair and maintenance! 

and facilities of Juvenile detention homes provided in pursuance

!’ of this Act} ($} to select and purchase the site and approve the 

plans* specifications. and erection of buildings for such Juvenile 

detention homes, and to inspect, at least once each year, each 

Juvenile detention home to ensure that the standards adopted are 

I being maintained} (92 to do all other acts necessary and con- 

I violent to carry out the purposes of this Act .j *
j

3ee« §# Cities; additional powers. Any incorporated muni- 

[ cipaltty having a population of 1,700 or more according to the 
i laat preceding decennial -census or found by the hoard to have a 

I population of 1,700 or more may maintain and operate a Juvenile 

i detention home. Cities maintaining such homes are hereby 

[ authorised to receive and to require full payment of the costs 

I of detaining any child committed to its care by any court other 

I than the municipal magistrate* a court of the city. Cities are 

further1 authorised to receive any grants-in-aid from the Terri- 

- tcrial government for coats of operation of such facilities that 

j may he authorised by law*

| Sec. 6. Cities: application. Any authorized city may re­

quest the board of Juvenile institutions to furnish, by rent, . 

lease, or construction, a Juvenile detention home within such 

I city* Requests shall he in auch form as may be required by the 

: Board of Juvenile institutions*

i Sec* 7. Board: action on application* Upon approval ofj^- 

th* request of any city the board shall rent, lease, or construe' 

the facility needed, as the case may be} or* alternatively, may



[make *  p a y m e n t  t o  t h e  c i t y  f o r  t h e  f u l l  coat o f  construction,

|lease or rental.

Sec. ft* Plan for operation. The Board of Juvenile Insti­

tutions shall adopt regulations and standards for the operation 

1 of each detention facility relating to the number and types of

I employees and by Joint contraot with the governing body of each' city may establish salaries, hours of work, working conditions,

I a n d  o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  e nd r e a s o n a b l e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  r e l a t e d  t o  s u c h  

! o p e r a t i o n *  N o  s u c h  c o n t r a c t  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  l o n g e r  

; t h a n  o n e  year. D u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  b o t h  par t i e s  

! s h a l l  b e  b o u n d  thereby; Provided, t h a t  b y  joint a g r e e m e n t  the
b

i contract may be rescinded end revised in whole or in part.

3ec« 9. Conditions governing detention; general. Whenever 

any officer takes a child into custody, he shall, unless It is 

! impracticable or has been otherwise ordered by the court having 

jurisdiction, accept the written promise of the parent, guardian 

| or custodian of auch child to be responsible for the presence 

I of auch child in the court at the time fixed. Thereupon such 

: child may be released in the custody of the parent, guardian or * 

? custodian, or in the custody of the Department of Public Welfare
I '
; o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  court. I f  n o t  so r e l e a s e d  

j s u c h  c h i l d  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  p l a c e  o f  d e t e n t i o n  

I d e s i g n a t e d  by. t h e  court, a n d  a n y  c h i l d  d e t a i n e d  s h a l l  b e  b r o u g h t  

! b e f o r e  t he c o u r t  at t h e  e a r l i e s t  p r a c t i c a b l e  t ime, b u t  n ot l a t e r  

: t h a n  h o u r s  a f t e r  s u c h  d e t e n t i o n *

3«C. 10, Children in custody* In the case of any child 

[ ordered or taken into custody by a police officer or the .Depart* 

ment of Public Welfare, and pending the final disposition of the 

cast, the child may be released in the custody of a parent,



guardian: o r  custodian, o r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  Welf a r e ,  o r

; ’ . •
■ ot h e r  p e r s o n  ̂ appointed b y  t h e  court, t o  be b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e

'i
c o u r t  a t  the; t i m e  d e s i g n a t e d .  W h e n  n o t  so r e l e a s e d ,  s u c h  child,

!  p e n d i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  case, s h a l l  b e  d e t a i n e d  i n  s u c h  p l a c e

- 5*

o f  d e t e n t i o n  a s  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  s ubject t o  f u r­

t h e r  order| P r o v i d e d , t h s t  a n y  c h i l d  u n d e r  I d  y e a r s  o f  a g e  w h o  is 

b e i n g  d e t a i n e d  a a y ,  i n  t he d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  judge o f  t h e  c o u r t  

h a v i n g  j u risdiction, b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  g i v e  b o n d  o r  s e c u r i t y  i n  

s u c h  r e a s o n a b l e  s u *  as a a y  b e  f i x e d  b y  t h e  j u d g e  a s  w i l l  a s s u r e  

t h e  p r e t e n c e  o f  t h e  c hild a t  a n y  h e a r i n g  o r  p r o c e e d i n g .

S ac* 11* P o w e r s  o f  p o l i c e . N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  b e  

; construed as f o r b i d d i n g  a n y  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  o r  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  from;

S i s o e d i a t e l y  t a k i n g  into c u s t o d y  a n y  c hild w h o  is f o u n d  v i o l a t i n g  

I a n y  l a w  o r  ordin a n c e ,  o r  w h o  ia r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e d  t o  be a  

f u g i t i v e  f r o m  h i s  p arents o r  h i s  guardian, o r  f r o m  justice, o r  

i w h o s e  s u r r o u n d i n g s  e r e  s u c h  as t o  endange r h i s  health, morals, 

o r  w e l f a r e ,  u n l e s s  I m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n  i s  taken. W h e n  a n y  ch i l d  

; u n d e r  I d  y e a r s  o f  a g e  i s  t a k e n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  

warr a n t ,  c h a r g e d  w i t h  the v i o l a t i o n  o f  a n y  law, o r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  

r o f  a n y  m u n i c i p a l  ordinance, s u c h  c h i l d  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  b e f o r e  a
!_ ' ?  j g  - '

c o u r t  h a v i n g  j u r isdiction; or, i f  the c o u r t  is not i n  session,

; t h e  c h i l d  s h a l l  b e  pl a c e d  i n  a  j u v e n i l e  d e t e n t i o n  home, i f  s u c h
.. V|

la available; a n d  tha D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W e l f a r e  n o t i f i e d • 

I m e d l a t e l y *  T h e  d e t a i n i n g  o f f i c e r  m a y  r e q u e s t  the D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  P u b l i c  W e l f a r e  t o  a r r a n g e  o t h e r  care f o r  t h e  c h i l d * ^

Sec. 12. P o w e r s  o f  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  W e l f a r e . W h e n T e q u e s t e d  

b y  t h e  c o u r t  o r  d e t a i n i n g  o f f i c e r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W e l­

fare  s a y  i n t e r v i e w  and e xamine t h e  child f c r ' t h e  p u r p o s e  of 

a e c u r l n g  t h e  f a c t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t he r e a s o n  f o r  deten t i o n ;  m a k i n g
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an Investigation to provide the court with Informationj and for 

Making recommendations to the court relating to the case and 

child* The Department of Public Welfare may, with the consent 

of the city, place any child committed to it by the juvenile'' 

court in tha custody of the detention home nearest the child's

residence, for such period of time as may be necessary to arrange
*

other care for the child, or pending transfer to a children's in­

stitution, or for a period not to exceed thirty days when so 

recommended by the court, as the case may be. All such temporary 

placements in the detention home shall be for the shortest .prac­

ticable time, considering the welfare of the Child and avail­

ability of other facilities* The Department of Public Welfare 

ahall pay to the city having jurisdiction for each day the child
r

is so detained, gn amount determined by the governing body of

o be the actual cost per day for providing such tempo­

rary care.

Sec. 13. Power of City Magistrate's Court. The Magistrate's

Court of any city having a detention home may. commit a child to
/

detention for such period as may be authorized by ordinance, but 

not to exceed thirty days for any one offense. The court may, 

in its discretion, place the child on probation, for the period 

for which such child may be committed, under the supervision of 

the court; or may provide for the release of the child during 

school hours as may, in the discretion of the court, be condu­

cive to the best interests of the child and the community. ^ ,
   > *ssi:;«S«3f, ff/ "

Sec. lit Citiest reimbursement of costs. As often as may 

be established by the joint contract of the board and city govern­

ing body, but at least each quarter year, the. governing body of 

each city having a detention home shall certify to the board the



costs to the city actually paid for operation, and maintenance of 

the detention hose* The form of the expense statement shall con­

tain such information as may be determined "by the board. Within 

thirty days after receipt of the statement the board shall upon 

proper voucher pay to the city an amount equal to date

per centum of the total cost of such operation and maintenance 

leas any receipts to the city paid for detention by the Depart- 

mtr»t of Public Welfare or other payments authorised by law,

Sec* life Appropriations. There is hereby appropriated to
, V

the board* out of any monies in the. General Fund not otherwise 

appropriated, the following amountst (a) for the purpose of
*  4 .

construction, rental or lease of detention homes, the sum of 

&  . t (b) for the purpose of reimbursing cities

for 75 per centum of the net operating and maintenance costs

of detention homes, the sum of i   ; (c) for the

purpose of travel, salaries, per diem, and other administrative

expenses of the board, the sum of &   .

Sec* l v  Effective date. This Act shall take effect and 

be in force from and after its passage and approval, or upon 

it* becoming law without such approval, and it is so enacted.


