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IK IKS HGC3E . BX MESSRS. FAGERGTROM AKB GREUBB

HOUSE BIGG NO.

• IK TUB LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA

TWENTY-SECOND SESSION .

.. ' A BILL. ' -
For an Act entitled ; nAn Act to  authorize establishment o f

General Improvement D istricts ; defining 
the purpose, organization, general and 
taxing powers, and debt incurring powers,
and lim itations o f  the D istricts ; making

,. • • - ' . *

• an appropriation;' declaring severability ; 
and setting an e ffective  date.”

BQ IT BKA0TBD BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA;

A rticle  I  , ,
TITLE AND PURPOSE . . •

a
Section I* Short T it le . This Act may be cited' as the 

“ General improvement D istrict Act o f  1$$$+*
Sec* 2 . Purpose* The purpose and intent o f  th is  Act is  

to  authorise: tho establishment o f  general lo ca l government d is -  
trietn  throughout Alaska; to empower'said d is tr ic ts  to provide 
roads, hcrbor and water fa c i l i t ie s ;  public u t i l i t ie s ,  public 
health, and other specified  functions both within and outside 
tha boundaries o f  existing lo ca l government units; to 'provide
fo r  a lo ca l government unit with power coequal but not superior

‘ • • *
to  existing loca l subdivisions; to levy taxes and, within any 
lim itations imposed by Federal law, to  .incur general obligation, 
debt fo r  capital improvements and equipment to  an amount not to  
exceed fiv e  percent o f  assessed valuation; and to  provide a- 
means whereby the people o f Alaska may secure an area-wide
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local self-government.

Article XX 

0RGAIH2ATXCIJ' OF DISTRICTS* v

Section 1* Area., All recording districts as established
* *

|a«d defined, or as changed and modified, as of the date of :

’ t, A-f l\P : and as such districts then existed :

on tbcs basis of court orders establishing, changing, or m o d i f y -  

ins such district’s on or before the aforesaid date J an# as theif* *• _

boundaries of sueh districts were then defined in accordance* *

with Section 16-1-1, Alaska Compiled Laws Annotated, 1949 

(being Section 326, Title 31> Df. $• Statutes)} are hereby 

;designated as general improvement areas.

Sqc, 2* Organized and Unorganised Areas. The people Who 

aro residents and inhabitant^ of each general improvement area 

’ oro hereby empowered to organise a General Improvement District 

• within tho boundaries of said general improvement area or to,

[ establish boundaries covering less than the whole area in the 

manner hereinafter sot forth. Areas so organized shall be *

[ hnown as ‘’Organised Districts.w Any and all general improve- , 

'/ Kent areas, or portions of such areas not included within the
; . . r d ' 4 •
: boundaries of an organized district shall be known as "Uh- 

; organized Areas."' ^  " . . • 1
See* 3. Formation; petition. To organize a district a * 

petition shall bo filed with the clerk of the district court ih 

the division within which the proposed district shall lie. The 

petition shall bo signed by a number of qualified electors re- 

{ siding; in the proposed district equal to 10 percent of the votes 
eaot for the office of Delegate to Congress in the last pre­

ceding general election.

fv.r*
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Sac* 4* Petition; Contents. The petition shall state the 

proposed boundaries of the proposed district and shall be ac­

companied by suitable quips or plats showing; the suggested 

boundaries thereof and the cities, public utility districts, and 

independent school districts/ and. lands therein at the time of 

filing the petition.. ;

Sec* 5* Potition; elimination of areas. If the petition 

proposes boundaries that are less than the area embraced by a 

general improvement area as aforesaid, the petitioners shall 

state the reasons for elimination of such areas during the
4. ‘ s '  * *  '* ' '

hearing thereonj Provided, that the maps or plats accompanying 

the filing of the petition shall include maps or plats of the 

area proposed to be excluded.

Sec* 6* Potition; declaration* The petition shall ash 

that the proposed district be declared a body politic and cor- ■ 

porate, under the name set forth in the petition, with • powers 

to have perpetual succession by such corporate name? to hold 

personal and real estate necessary for its purposes? to sue and 

bo sued? to make and amend rules, regulations and orders in 

compliance with law5? and to do such other acts and things 

necessary or desirable to carry its powers into effect. *

Sec* 7* Bond* , The petitioners shall also file a bond

With surety or sureties to be approved by the judge of the. *
* ' ' - * ' 

d is tr ic t  court, Which bond shall he conditioned to pay a l l
expenses by reason of any proceedings had under such petition

in case the district is not formed hy the vote of the resident

electors ; Provided., that the cost o f  the f i r s t  election  in
each general improvement area shall be reimbursed hy the

tory of Alaska and there is hereby appropriated out of any

1 -3- ■



moneys in  the General Fund, not otherwise appropriated,.so much 
thereof aa may be necessary to pay such costs, and payments . 
therefor shall be made by the T erritoria l Treasurer; upon.duly 
executed vouchers signed by the Judge o f the D istrict Gourt o f  
the d iv ision  in which such election  was held.

See* 3. O ffic ia l Record. The petition  and maps or plats* 
when f i le d ,  shall be set forth  in  f u l l  in the records p f  the 
clerk o f tho d is tr ic t  court o f  the d ivision  where i t  i s  f i le d ,  
and a ll  other maps, petitions, resolutions, findings and pro- 
Ceedings had in connection with the hearing shall be made a 
matter o f  o f f i c ia l  record in  the d is tr ic t  court. ,

Sec. 9. Notice of  hearing. Upon the f i l in g  c f  the peti­
tion , maps or p la ts , and bonds; the d is tr ic t  court shall set a 
time and place fo r  a hearing on.the petition . The court sh a ll, 
cause the petitioners t o  publish a notice in  a newspaper o f  ** 
general circulation  in  the proposed d is tr ic t , o r , i f  there be 
no newspaper, by posting in  three public places in  the d is tr ic t , 
o f  tho time and place o f  such hearing. Such notice shall state 
the? date o f  f i l in g  the petitions, a description o f  the d istr ict*  
tho boundaries o f  the proposed d is tr ic t , and the prayer o f  the 
petition* Any qualified electors residing within the. proposed 
d is tr ic t  may f i l e  objections to  the petition  and prayer thereof

’ , .a'-
within th irty  days after the publication o f  the notice and: the 
notice shall state such rights o f  objections thereto.

Sep* 10. Hearing? Boundary changes., From the testimony 
adduced at such hearing the d is tr ic t  court shall determine
whether the suggested boundaries are drawn in  compliance with

. . 1 ■■■■■■■ . 
th is  Act and-are reasonable'and proper to carry out the purposes
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* IX* Order of incorporation; election# If the court 

lafealX dotormine that the district 'should be incorporated, the 

court shall enter an order incorporating the district, and 

fixing the boundaries thereof# The order shall also contain a 

provision calling an election submitting the.question of voting 

to approve or disapprove the findings and. orders of the court . 

incorporating the district. The order, shall fix the voting 

place or places in. the district and state' the proposition or . 

propositions to be voted on. The election shall be held not 

loss than thirty nor more than sixty days after the order is 

entered. Notice of such election shall be given, hy publication 

in a newspaper or newspapers of general circulation in the dis­

trict once each week for three weeks preceding, the election, or 

hy posting as aforesaid* and shall contain the proposition.and 

fora of the ballot. / /

v Sec. 12. E lection: laws applicable., The proposition 
be submitted to the qualified voters o f  each unit in
t r i c t  a fter the manner and subject to  the provisions

*
era! election laws of Alaska, so far as the same are

Sec. 13* Canvass of returns. .Withinten days after 
e lection j the returns o f  the election  shall be certified  
clerk o f  the d is tr ic t  court by the Judges o f  e lection  in the 
voting precincts o f  the d is tr ic t . The d is tr ic t  court shall, 
from the canvass and returns, find and determine whether the 
people of the proposed d is tr ic t  have voted fo r  Or against the 
proposition. I f  the vote- has been found to have declared in  
favor o f  such general improvement d is tr ic t , the d is tr ic t  court 
ohall declare by order the creation o f  the general improvement 

d is t r ic t .

5-



Sec* 14* Acti.BR board r petition* At the time-of filing 

petition for incorporation, or at any time prior to the date 

set for hearing thereon, the qualified electors of the proposed 

district may file petitions for election of an acting hoard of 

fivo supervisors* Each such petition shall containone or more, 

not to exceed five, names of'qualified persons and shall be 

signed by not less than 10 qualified voters of the proposed dis­
trict, and the names of all Candidates contained in the petition 

shall be submitted to the voters* ’

Sec. 15* Acting board: election. The court shall order an 

election of an acting board of supervisors, to be held at the 

same time and places as the vote on incorporation* The five 

persons receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected • 

ao an Acting Board of Supervisors, if the proposition to estab­

lish a district has passed. In such case, the court order de- 

daring tho creation of the general improvement district shall 

include the names of the persons elected as an acting board of 

supervisors of the district. .

Sec. 16. Acting board: powers. The Acting Board of Super-* 

visors'shall have the power to exercise each and all powers 

heroin granted to the -board of supervisors elected and qualified 

as provided in this Act. The members of the acting board shall 

servo until the members elected at a regular general election 

in tho district shalihdve qualified for office as provided in ' 

this Act. * :

Soc* 17. Acting board-; special tax powers. Notwithstand­

ing any other provisions of this Act the Acting Board of Super#* 

visors 3hall have power to establish by ordinance for the 

assessment, levy and collection of a tax on, all real and personal



property in tha district for the. period from the date of the 

court order naming said acting board until the January first; 

following the year in which taxes shall be assessed* levied and 

collected in compliance with the provisions of this Act; Provi­

ded, that the rate of tax so levied shall not exceed one- 

twentieth of one percent-times the number. of months frok the 

date of said court order until the January first following the 

year in which the first regular levy of taxes is made in. com­

pliance with this Act* Moneys collected from said special levy

may he used to pay any and all costs of organization of the 

.district and a H  proper expenses of the district, whether or . 

not such expenses have been budgeted- as hereinafter provided»

Article III - -. ;

OPPICSS ABD ELECTIONS ,

Section 1. Governing body; qualifications. The governing 

body of a general improvement district shall be a board of five 

supervisors jdio are qualified electors and are residents and 

inhabitants of tho district. *. t . . ■ ; ' _ .
Sec* 2. Election. The laws governing elections of members 

of the Alaska House of Representatives shall govern elections to 

tho board of supervisors insofar as such laws are applicable, 

except that no political party affiliation shall be shown, and 

except for the specific provisions included in this Act.

Soc. 3, Candidacy. Any qualified eiectbr may file a de~ 

duration of candidacy for the office of member of the'board of

supervisors with the clerk of the board of supervisors,, or -* * * t , •
other employee designated by order of the board, on of before 

tha first day of September before the date of the General 

Election* which declaration shall contain the name, address and



voting precinct o f  the candidate.- The form o f  the declaration* * i- ■ ? ' . V' . ■' .1
and wording thereof shall be established and copies wade avail-
able by the board o f  supervisors.

Sec. 4« F iling fe e . A ll declarations o f  candidacy shall
bo accompanied by payment o f a fee  o f  Two Dollars, which fees
shall be covered into the general fiind o f  the d is tr ic t . V

Sec. 5. Pate o f  election . The election  fo r  members o f the
boayd shall be held at the time and places for holding general

\ ‘ ■ ' ■ ■■ .-V " i-
elections fo r  T erritoria l o f f ic ia ls  within the d is tr ic t . The
cost o f  such election  shall be paid by the d is tr ic t .

Sec. 6. B allot. The clerk o f the board shall cause to  be
printed and delivered or mailed to the judges o f  election  o f
each voting precinct within the d is tr ic t  a su ffic ien t number o f

* ’ * .-"4 ' • 
ba llots , which shall' be a separate ba llot from that used for
election  o f  T erritoria l o f f ic ia ls .  The ba llot shall contain the
nsunos o f  a l l  candidates. Across the head o f each ba llot shall .
be printed in  large type the worfiis ff. . . . . . . . . . , p i s t r i c t  B allot.*
The names o f  a l l  candidates who Qualify, declare, and f i l e  in
accordance with the provisions oj? this Act shall be listed ;
alphabetically, except that the board may provide that the ;
names be rotated alphabetically on the b a llo ts•

y .■■■; '4 ... , v . ;  . ' V

Sec. 7» Canvass of returns? ce r t if ica te s . The election 
board at each polling place shall count- and canvass the votes 
cast, and they shall thereupon, under their hands and seals, 
make out a certifica te  o f  the resu lt o f  said election , specify­
ing the number o f  votes, in  words and figures, cast fo r  each 
candidate, and they shall then immediately carefully and

* iir 4 • - J
securely seal up in one envelope one certifica te  and register • 
o f  voters, a l l  the ballots cast, and a ll  a ffidavits made, and
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or deliver such, envelope, with said papers 

d o r k  of the district board* ^

Bee* B. Canvas3 o f  returns: certifica tion  o f  nominees..
As soon as possible after the receipt of the return of the 

election, and not later than forty-five days thereafter, and as 

soon As the board of supervisors shall be satisfied that the 

vote of any missing precinct cannot alter the result of the 

election, it shall be their duty to canvass the same publicly, 

and thereupon make out and keep as a permanent record of the - 

district a certificate of the result of said election in the 

trict, specifying the whole number of votes, in words and 

figures, cast for each candidate and- the number of votes rejected 

Sec* 9. Certificate of Election. Within ten days, unless 

a challenge of the election has been made, a certificate of 

election shall be mailed or delivered to the five persons re- 

coiving the highest number of votes in the election, and such 

certificates shall be under the hand-of the clerk of the- board 

of supervisors .and the legal seal of the district. ;V

Sec. 10. Challenge of election; recount. At any time 

before the certificates of election are mailed to the successful 

candidates, any qualified resident elector may by written re­

quest serve upon the clerk of the district board a request for • 

tho inspection of tho ballots from any particular precinct or 

precincts and for the recount of the votes cast.* When such re­

quest is served, it shall be accompanied by a bond executed by 

the person challenging the vote, conditioned to pay the costs 

of said recount if the results as.' to the persons elected shall 

nob be changed thereby* Said bond shall be in an amount suf­

ficient to pay the costs of such recount.

‘ *9“ ' ' ' V .■■■



Sec* IX. Recount. When a recount has been requested, the 

clerk shall notify the members of the board of such request., and

after due notice to interested garbles, the board shall recount
' - 1

and inspect the votes cast in the presence of the parties in.̂- 

tcreated} Provided that only those precincts named in the re­

quest shall be recounted. As soon as practicable after such re^* " ' \ ■, ’‘ V ■ ■
count, certificates of election shall be mailed or delivered:to 

the successful candidates. V

Sec. 12., B o a r d o a t h  of office. On the first Monday fol­

lowing the first Tuesday in January of the year next succeeding- 

after their election, the newly-elected members of the board' . 

shall assemble at the district office of the board and, publicly 

and individually take an oath to uphold and carry out the laws 

of Alaska. ’The oath shall be administered by the clerk of the 

board. ' C  :

Sec. 13. Term. The term of office .of the board members 

shall commence upon and after taking, the oath of office and shall 

continue for a term of four years and until their successors 

have boon elected and qualified by oath as in this Act provided; 

except that fnom the members elected at the first election, the 

two parsons receiving the least number of votes shall serve for*, 

a tern of two years. -

Sec. 14* Vacancies. Vacancies shall be filled by appoint­

ment by the board until the next regular election, and the per- 

son elected at such election shall serve for the remainder of 

the unexpired term. 1 .

Sec, 15. Salary, The members of the board shall receive 

no salary, but way fix an amount of compensation for time spent 

in actual attendance at board meetings; and travelling expenses

• - 1 0 -  . - ' ; "
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Article IV

GENERAI POVIEHS : 7V';'■ r^- - ^
* • f ' v *

Section 1. District name.' Each General Improvement Bis- 

trict, organized under the provisions of this Act, shall he a 

body politic and corporate, by the name and style of nThe 

; Gonoral improvement District of and b y  that name

may auo and be sued, plead and be impleaded, defend and be de­

fended against, in any court havingjurisdietion of the subject

matter, either in law or equity** * *
See. 2* District seal. The district shall procure and ' j 

keep a seal, with such emblems and devices as it may deem proper, 

which shall bo the seal of the district. The impression of said 

seal by stamp shall be a sufficient sealing in all cases where 

sealing is required. ■' . \

Sec* 3* Board; general cowers. The powers of the district 

as a body corporate or politic shall be exercised by the board 

of supervisors, and *the board shall have,- but not by way of 

limitation, tho following general powers? (1 ) to adopt ordi­

nances and regulations for the enforcement of the powers of the 

districtJ (2) to manage the district fluids and district business 
except as otherwise specifically provided; {3) to make all or- I 

dera respecting the property of. the district; (4) to examine all 

accounts against the district, and accounts concerning receipts• 

and expenditures of the district; (5) to cause the financial . 
records of the district to be audited by a private auditor 

under contract with the board; (6);to cause to be annually 
levied and collected property taxes authorized by law for dis-. 

trict purposes, not exceeding three-fourths of one per cent; v



1-
*

*

4

f

4

$

*

$

10
It

it

n

14 

1*
15

Vf

m

tt

a

31

n

af

as

37

»

V

Provided, that when any bonded indebtedness has been incurred in
accordance with law and authorised by vote of the people of the 

district tho board shall have the power.to levy an additional 

annual tax in an amount sufficient to pay the principal and 

interest on such bonds; (7)"to construct or ofchertrf.se provide 
suitable buildings or offices for the use of the board and 

ocjployooo of the district, and to rent or lease offices in any 

district building to Federal, Territorial, or municipal offi-« 

ciala or agencies, when such rental is deemed necessary or de­

sirable by the boardj {&) to provide suitable office 

and equipment,for the. use of employees of the district; 

keep district property and equipment insured; (10) to trade pro-
J .i •. ’•

parties of the district for other properties or to sell any dis­

trict property, equipment or supplies;(11)and to-regulate and 
grant franchises to public utilities; and (12) to perform such 
Other duties and havo such other powers as in this Act provided 

and as may from’time to.time be imposed or conferred by general

Soc* &• Board Meetings. The board shall establish by 

regulable n. the tir.e3 and places for its meetings. Provided that 

thoro ohall bo one meeting of the board at least once each month 

and tho board may provide for other and additional special meet­

ings as may bo necessary or desirable* , . ‘

See* 5* Board meetings; rules; public record. The board 

ahall have power to adopt rules for the organization and officers 

of the board* and for tho conduct of its meetings. The board 

cause to bo prepared a brief statement of its proceedings 

close of each regular or special meeting, and such state­

ment shall'^o a public record*

- 1 2 -  '
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$OCt 6* Offices; delegation of appointive pov/er> The 

board shall have pov;er to create, establish and regulate such 

officQS|. departments, units or field sections, as in its 

opinion will provide for the efficient and eebnomic operation, 

of tho district's business} and may by regulations or ordinance 

delegate its powers of appointment and removal of subordinate 

employees to the heads of the offices, departments, units, and' 

field sections aa will, in its judgment, provide the most ef­

fective and efficient administration of thq district business* 

Sec. 7* District manager; when. The board shall have 

power to provide by ordinance for a manager form of government 

for the district. If such form shall be adopted, the manager 

shall be given the authority to appoint and remove all employees 

of tho district} Provided, that the board may retain the power' 

to appoint a legal counsel of its own choosing, and. Provided 

further, that the board shall retain the power to establish the 

number and salaries of employees and the organizational units, 

as in its opinion will best serve the purposes of the district, 

The manager shall serve at the pleasure of the board* 0hce 

adopted, tho manager form shall not be discontinued^ unless the . 

proposition is submitted to and approved by a majority vote of 

tho electors of the district*
** ' . ■ . 

Soc. S. Employees; generally. • The board or the district

manager, aa the case, may be, (a) shall have power to designate

a clerk who shail keep the minutes of proceedings of the board,

have custody of the district seal, supervise district elections,

and have such other powers and duties as may be conferred or

required by the hoard; and (b) shall have the power to appoint

or all of the following officerss an attorney, an assessor



and a collector of taxes; a fiscal officer; a budget, officer; 

an engineer; a surveyor; a controller; a health officer; a 

;manager of utilities; a treasurer; and such other officers and; 

employees as nay from time to time ba deemed necessary or de­

sirable hy the board*

I
 Sec* 9. Employees} consolidation of offlees.—J?he board 

shall have power to establish any offices and positions as pro- 

vided in thio Act on a full-time or part-tipie basis; and may 

consolidate any two or more functions__of the district under one 

officer without limitation and in the absolute discretion of the 

’hoard# '

Sec# 10. Special elections. The board shallhave power 

to provide by ordinance or regulations for the submission of 

any question authorized by law at a general or special election*

the hoard shall establish the manner and time of holding special
4 ** ’ * ' . • ' 

elections, which procedures shall as nearly as possible, but

not hy way of limitation, be guided byj the laws relating to

'general elections*

■! Article, V - ».
SPECIAL PC?JERS;

Section 1. Roads and trails* The district shall have 

• power to lay out, alter, or discontinue any road or trail run­

ning: through or within the district,' to vacate or discontinue 

I any abandoned or unused road, and for such purpose may acntire ' 

title to lands!therein, either by gift, prescription, dedica­

tion, the exercise of the right of eminent domain, purchase or 

lease, and may perform such duties concerning roads as may be 

: proscribed by law. ‘

Sec. 2* Roads* trails, and bridges. The district shall



have power ho construct, improve, equip, furnish, maintain and 

operate rood's, trails, bridges, maintenance sheds, offiOeS andL 

garages and roadside rests, and shall have and may exercise all 

powers necessary or convenient for the. carrying out of the afbre-T 

said purposes, including, hut not hy way of limitation, the power 

to acquire hy gift, purchase, rent, or lease, equipment under 

such terms and conditions as it may deem proper.

Sq c , J. Harbor and marine facilities. The district shall ,
. V

have power to acquire, by gift^ethe, exercise of the right of 

eminent domain, purchase, lease , or'otherwise, and to .construct., 

maintain, repair and operate wharves, aqueducts,, dikes and . 

water cou rses, and the approaches and-appurtenances thereofj 

and to tdden, straighten, strengthen or change the channels[ for 

streams and water courses,

Goc. Public utilities. The district shall have power 

to acquire by purchase, gift, the exercise of eminent domain, 

lease, or otherwise acquire, construct, 'establish and operate" 

public utilities systems, and plants, for the. use, sale and dis­

tribution of light, water, power, heat, telephone service, and 

oaworage to or for the residents of the districti Provided. that 

any district nay, also, or in connection with the above->-iisted. 

powers, only sell and distribute such utility services and for 

that purpose may construct, purchase, or otherwise acquire, own, 

maintain and operate extensions, pole lines, mains, pipe lines 

and other necessary facilities.and equipment, therefor.

Sec* 5. Public Health. The board shall have power to make 

such rules and regulations as aay be necessary or. desirable to 

protect the public health. The board shall have power, but 

not by way Of limitation, to adopt rules., and regulations for the



control and eradication of preventable or communicable diseases.; 

the regulation and inspection of establishments serving food 

and drink; tho establishment of modern methods of hygiene and 

sanitation; the regulation and inspection of hotels, lodges, 

rooming houses and trailer camps; and the education of the public 

in matters of public healths The board may provide for the in-' 

spaetion of food, drinks and properties x^thin the district and 

may impose upon the dvsters of possessors of such food, drinks, 

or properties, a reasonable fee to cover the cost of .all in- ~

|spoction necessary to reasonably safeguard the public health.

See* b*. Exercise of sowers. In general the district shall 

hava power to exorcise the powers and duties herein conferred 

and imposed both within and outside of the boundaries of cities, - 

■school districts, and public utility districts: Provided. that 

in any incorporated city the board shall have no power to pro­

vide directly a service or exercise any power except the power 

to levy and collect taxes, when such service or power is already 

[provided by said city, except under contract mutually agreed, tb 

by tha board and the governing body of the city, in which latter.

| eaoe the board cay provide directly the service contracted for, 

[or cay cako payments or grants-in-aid to the city for the support 

of said service,or power*- . v. \ , -

S o c * 1?* Eminent domain. The district shall have the right 

of eminent* domain and shall proceed in the same manner as- pro­

vided for first class cities; except that the district shall not 

oxorcioo tho right of . eminent domain against property of the 

Territory of Alaska or any political subdivision thereof or ' 

properties already devoted to public use; and except that the 

! district shall not exercise tho right of eminent domain within.



c

tha boundaries of any incorporated city-’without the consent of 

tha governing body-thereof, which consent aay be granted by 

reaolutlon'or ordinance of the city council*

SOC. S. Special improvements. For the performance of any

function which tho district is empowered by law to provide, the*

hoard cay establish special improvement subdistricts outside

tho boundaries of any incorporated city in the district.
1 • . '

000* 9. Special i m p r o v e m e n t s; inside cities* The board 

Iis hereby authorized and empowered, whenever the proper funds 

Of tho district will warrant it, to aid in any improvement under-? 

taken within the boundaries of any incorporated/city by provid­

ing for the payment of not exceeding two-thirds of the cost o f  

such improvement. , v -

Sec* 10. Special improvements: outside cities. The board 

shall be authorised to make any improvement op roads, trails, 

bridges, harbor and marine facilities, or public utilities out­

side of the corporate limits of any city as hereinafter authori­

zed and directed.
l

Sac.11. Improvementst notice to landowners. Whenever the 

board shall eontomplnte the making of such improvements outside 

the corporate limits of any-city, it shall cause to be made an 

examination of tho proposed improvements and a report of the 

estimated cost thereof. If upon the consideration of the report, 

tho board determines to make the improvement , it shall cause 

personal natico to bo served on the owners of property to be 

benefitted from such improvement, of its intention to make such 

improvement, and if the owner is a nonresident, then by personal 

s e r v ic e  upon the agent of such nonresident, if he has one re-
. \ v

siding in the district, and in case he has no,, such agent, by

^  -17- 'v  -:'
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publishing aueh notice in a newspaper published in, and of gen- . 

era! circulation in the. district, or. by posting on the property, 

ttpon the proof of service or publication or posting of said 

notice* and of tor giving the owner an opportunity to be heard* 

the board shall enter an order upon its records for the construe'" 

tien or. reconstruction thereof, unless estopped by a petition... 

against said improvement signed by at least one-half of .the land 

ownoro. affected. • . : ’ ; ■

Sec. 18. Improvement; costj payment: assessments; how

levied. Mot core than one-third of the cost of any such improve-1 * ■ 4
meat shall bo paid by the board out'of the proper funds of the 

district* and the remaining costs by special, assessment of all 

real estate abutting on or adjacent to such improvement to a 

not exceeding one thousand feet on each side thereof * in 

to the special benefits to such real estate by rea­

son of such improvements. The benefits to such real estate • . '

shall be determined by the board* after publication* in a news-
' * * » *, 

paper of gehoral circulation in the district* of notice to the

owners of said real estate at least ten days prior to such

determination or by posting the property affected. Such assess^

cent may be nado according to the front footage of real estate

along the lino of such improvement or. according to such’other

rule or method as the board may adopt for the distribution and

eRttaJisation of the cost. An equal portion of the amount so

assessed shall be placed upon the tax rolls for up to next.

succeeding five years and collected -in the same manner and at

the sane time aa the taxes on other property* and when collected

shall bo hold in a special fund and used only in payment of .the

coot of that particular improvement as specified herein.

-ia- ■
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Stec. 13. Contracts* All contracts for the construction 

.<*£ aueh improvements outside the corporate limits of any such 

city ohall bo lot to the lowest responsible bidder who will ed- 

tor into a good and sufficient bond for the faithful performance 

thereof, in such amount and vdth such sureties as“ the board may 

determine. - .. ■■ ' - ■

Soc. 1/,* Incurrence of debt. The district shall not have 

pov;or to incur bonded indebtedness and pledge the faith and - 

credit of tho people of the district, unless the proposition has 

bean submitted to the qualified voters of the district ’at a •• ,

general or special election, and unless a majority of those • 

voting shall approve such incurrence of bonded indebtedness*

Whon a question on the, incurrence of'debt is submitted there 

shall be submitted the question, together with the aforesaid or 

separately, of levying an annual tax sufficient to pay the prin­

cipal, interest, and charges on such debtj' and the district 

Shall, upon approval of the proposition, be empowered to, and 

f tho board shall, levy ad valorem taxes on all taxable property . 

within the district for the payment of such p r in c ip a l, interest, 

and. charges, without limitation of rate or amountr Provided'. - 

that the total amount of indebtedness shall not exceed five per- 

cent of the assessed valuation of the district.

See. 15* Debt; construction of section. The power to in- 

eur debt and levy taxes for the payment thereof shall not be 

exercised except in compliance vdth, and. for the purposes 

authorised by, the Organic Act of Alaska and later acts of 

Congress relating to the power of public bodies in Alaska to 

incur debtj Provided, that if any” court of competent dupisdic- 

tion shall determine that the legislature of Alaska has no



authority to empower aueh districts to-incur debt, then sec­

tion lit of this article is specifically declared severable from 

dll other portions- of this Act, but the declaration of this 

secticn ohall not be construed to infer that the other portions 

of thin Act are not severable.

. . Article VI

REVENUE AKB TAXATION ' /*■ " ‘
Section 1. Property tax; date of assessment;' when due.

. Within the limitations of this Act, the district shall Rave 

power to levy and collect annually a tax on all property situate 

in the district on April first of each year, except exempt
s: i rt
property* ? y  •_

/t * *
Soc. 2. Property taxable; general definitions. Except as

1 • ' *
:otherwise specifically provided, the following terms shall haye. 

the meanings listed below: (a) "Property" means every kind of

property, tangible or intangible, subject to ownership!; (b^ . . 

"Real property," "real estate," "lands," mean lots and all 

other lands, and all buildings, fixtures, improvements, mines, 

minerals, quarries, oil and gas rights, and privileges pertain­

ing thereto; (c) "personal property," means all property other 

than real property; (d) "tangible property" means all personal; 

property possessing'ft physical existence, but excluding money; 

(e) "intangible property" means all other personal property, 

including money and credits; (f) "money" means all kinds of ; 

coin and all kinds of paper, issued by or under authority of the 

United States, circulating as money; (g) "credits" means cor­

poration shares of stock, accounts, contracts for cash or labor, 

hills of exchange, judgments, choses in action, liens of any 

kind, other than real estate mortgages, securities, debentures, :



/

bonis* othor than those of the United States* annuities^ and /* ’ . * »
all other demands for labor or other valuable thing, whether » 

duo or to become due, not otherwise exempt hy law; (g) ”Actual 

value” means full and true value in money in the market in the 

ordinary course of trade; (i) ”parsonn means any number of 

persons; and any copartnership, association, joint stock com­

pany, corporation, or any other entity that may be the .owner of 

property* • _ .

Set. 3* Exempt property. The following property shall be 

exempt from taxest (a) Property owned by the United States or 

agency thereof , but only to the extent that such property is 

exempt by virtue of the constitution and laws of the United 

States; (b) Property of the Territory and its governmental sub*- '; 

divisions; (c) Property owned by a non-profit association or cor­

poration and used for the purpose of providing a public utility-

and property incidental to such u§e; '(d) Property used exclu-
£ ■* * h +

sively for educational, religious, or charitable purposes; (e) 

Household goods and other personal property of the value of 

two hundred dollars to each family; (f) Property of any Vetsrafi’S
a  . 4 s ’ - ,

organisation, or auxilliary thereof, except property used for: \
business purposes; (g) real property on homesteads, upon -which- 

entry has been made in accordance with the land laws of the 

United States until one year after the date upon which patent 

Is granted and.final title acquired*.

Sac* Property taxable: basis of assessment. All pro-
e

party in the district, not expressly exempt, shall be subject
* • -i ■

to taxation, and shall be valued and assessed' at its actual# . *
value; oxcapt that the assessed value of unimproved, unpaterited 

mining claims vjhich are not producing, and non-producing •

- 2 1 -  . . ■



patented minims claims upon which the improvements originally 

required for patent have become useless through deterioration, 

re.tr.eval'or otherwise, is hereby fixed at one hundred d o l l a r s . 

per each twenty acres or..fraction of such claim, provided., that 

if tho surface ground of any such claim is usdd for other than 

mining purposes and has a separate and independent value for 

such other purposes, the assessed valuation as pertains to such 

non-mining' uoos and improvements and personal property inciden­

tal to such uses shall be the actual value thereof..

See. 5, District assessor: oath: bond. The board, shall 

its clerk, assessor, or assessor-collector, herein­

after called assessor, as its principal agent in the administra-
* • t

tion of tho property assessment, equalization, review, and levy, 

of taxes. Before entering upon the duties of his office the v . 

assessor shall, subscribe an oath to perform well and faithfully 

and impartially such duties, and shall e x e c u t e  a bond to the 

district, with good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by 

the board, in such sum as the board shall fix. ’
■

Sec. 6* Notice of assessment. Once each week for three . 

successive weeks In February Of each year the assessor shall 

cause to be published, in one or more newspapers of general*.cir- 

sulation in, the district a notice to all persons having an in­

terest in or owning property in the district, or,; by posting in’‘S ' " • -# *■'
three public places if there be no newspaper, which notice shall 

set forth the responsibility of such person to .submit a return 

on said propertyj and’further stating when and where the'proper 

forma forsaking such return may be obtained. Such notice shall 

be due and sufficient notice of said responsibility to all such

persona
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1 See* ?*. PotoSe' On or before February 15 of each year 

assessor ahall prepare, cause to he printed, and make available 

at aueh place or places as nay be convenient, a sufficient num­

ber of forms for the listing.'and valuation of property. In­

structions as to the manner and requirements, for making a return 

ahall bo printed on the f o m  or shall be available as a separate 

or attached sheet. The form shall provide, among other things, 

for the separate listing of such different classes and types of 

property Uo may be deemed necessary or desirable? by the assessor* 

Sec* 8* Return; date for submission. . On or before I-Iay 

firat of each year every person owning or having control of 

groporty in the district on the assessment date shall submit to • 

tha district assessor a return of such property which shall dn- 

eludo, but not by way of, limitation: (1) the name of the per-
con calling the return; (2) an address to which all individual

notices, required by this Act may be mailed or delivered; (3) ,

the nature, quantity, amount and value of such property by such 

items, classes, and totals as may be directed; and (4) the lo— .
cation of such property. „• a-' ,

Sec.. 9. Additional returns , when. The assessor may re- 

quire, by notice in writing, any person to submit .additional ' 

dotaila and particulars, and such, additional information shall.

•o supplied within thirty days after receipt of said notice.

Sec. 10. Direct Assessment. The assessor may, hy personal 

inspection or by deputy, make an independent or supplemental, 

valuation of any property in the district from actual view;, and

cay enter upon any premises and view property; and shall have .<
aecaaa to all property records for the purposes of such exami­

nation; and ahall have the power to administer oaths and to
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examine under oath any person for the purposes of such assess­

ment; Provided. that the authority herein;conferred may he 

exercised by the assessor at any time during the year either : 

before or after the date for submission of returns i.-and, provided 

further, that such personal inspection shall not release any 

person from responsibility for making the return required by 

thio Act unless the assessor shall in his presence fill out the. 

required form and require his signature, and leave a duplicate

with such person. • * ■ : ,

Sec. IX. Direct assessment; alternative; when.. Without 

limiting the right of personal.inspection in all cases deemed 

necessary by the assessor, the .board may by ordinance prescribe 

an alternative method of direct assessment of all real property, 

or all personal property, or both real and personal property, 

and dispense with the requirement for self-listed returns. The 

may, in its discretion, establish self-listing subdistricts 

direct assessment subdistricts for/any or all classes of 

property, when, in its opinion such variations in the method: 

of assessment shall be to the advantage of the whole district.

Sec* 12* Property; how listed; penalty. Whether assess- 

mont is directly by assessor or Self listed, the person to whom 

ouch property is assessed shall sign.an oath that, the return is 

correct .and that the values placed thereon are the full and true 

value of aueh property, or other basis of assessment as provided 

by law. If any person shall fail to submit a return, or make & 

false or fraudulent list schedule or statement required by law, 

or shall willfully fail or refuse to deliver to bhe assessor,' 

when called upon for that purpose, a list of the taxable pro-, 

party, or shall temporarily convert any part of such property

■ . -24- . •' ■
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into property not taxable, for. the fraudulent purpose of pre­

venting such proparty from being listed and of evading,the pay* 

stent of taxes thsreon, or shall transfer or. transmit any pro- 

party to any person with such intent, he shall' he guilty of a 

misdemeanor, andT subject to a fine of -not less than fifty dollars 

and not core than two thousand dollars; and if any person shall 

knowingly swear falsely regarding any matter contained in any . 

schedule, he shall be deemed juilty of perjury and be punished

See* 13* Pronertv: who shall list* Property shall, be 

listed in the manner following: (1) Every person of full age

and aound mind, being a resident of the distirct, shall list 

411 his or hor property located in the district ; (2) he shall 
also list all moneys and other personal property.invested,'loaned 

or otherwise controlled by him as the agent or attorney, or on 

account of any other person or persons, company or corporation 

whatsoever and all moneys deposited subject to his order, check 

or draft, and credits due from any person or persons, body corr*

or politic, whether in or out of-the district; 

of a minor child shall be listed ,by his 

he have no guardian, then by the father, if living; if 

the mother, if living, and if neither father or mother be liv- . 

ing, by the person having such property in charge; (4 ) the 

property of any, other person under guardianship, by his guardian; 

(5) the property of a person for whose benefit it is held in 

trust, by the trustee; of the estate of a deceased person, by 

tho Qxecutor or administratorj (6 ) the property of corporations, 
by the president or proper agent or officer thereof; 

property of corporations whose assets: are in the hands of

. - 2 5 -  : '  -



receivers} Tacjr Such receivers} (£} the property- of-a firm or 

hsmpany by a partner or agent thereof} C9) the property of manu­

facturers and others in'the^hands of an agent, by and in, the/ 

nace (tf such agent, as merchandise.
; - - ' ■ 'r ■ ■ ; .. ", ;

Sec* 14* Real property; situs.- Real property shall be

listed in the city, school district, public utility district, or 

other local subdivision where the property is located} Provided, 

that whoro a single parcel of real estate lies in part outside 

[the houndhrios of the general improvement district.} or both 

;within and without the boundaries of other local subdivisions, \ 

valuations shall apply only to the;portions lying within the hes- 

postlvo subdivisions.

3oc«15* Personal nronertv: where listed. Personal pro­

perty shall be listed and assessed in the general improvement 

district, city, school district, public utility district, or 

other local subdivision whore the owner resides, except that, 

property having a local situs, such, as merchandise in stores, 

shall he liotod and assessed at the place of such situs} and 

except that tho capital.stock and franchise'of corporations and 

persons shall bo listed and taxed in the subdivision where the 

principal office or place of business of such corporation is 

’located* . V
Sea. 16. •Personal property: in hands of agent. The pro­

perty of manufacturers and other in the hands of an agent shall 

bt listed and assessed at the place where the business of such 

agent is carried on. Personal property in transit shall be 

listed and, assessed whore the owner or agent resides, but if 

OUsh property is intended for a business, it shall he listed and 

assessed at tho place whore thq property of such business is 

: - 26-



required to fee listed.
*

Soc* 17* Personal property; questions over place of list~ » 

inr:. Tho hoard shall have power to provide further and detailed
« * X. "

regulations rogarding listing and valuation, of property.

: Question# that may arise as to the proper place to list personal, 

property shall be determined as follows: (1) If between sev-

oral places In the same district, the place for listing and 

aooesoing shall bo determined,and fixed by the board; (2) If 

between different district^ or a. question whether property is .' 

outside tho boundaries Of an organised district, the place for 

Mating and assessing, or not listing as the case may be, shall 

bo determined by the district court.

Soe* 1£). Assessor: dutiesi omitted or undervalued property. 

Whenever, from examination of returns, personal inspection, or ' 

otherwise, it ohall appear to the assessor that any property 

has boon improperly omitted from.the return made by or for any : 

person for any yoar, or, if assessed, that the property has been 

undervalued as compared with like property in the district, so 

that tho assessment for such year is inequitable, he shall make 

a report thereof to the board of supervisors. ■ --i

See* 19* Assessment roll: how prepared. From all inf or- - 

Ration available to him under oath or signed ..return, the. 

aoso.ssor shall, on or before June fifteenth, make up in a bookj, 

or separate books for real and personal property, a list or

lioto of tho taxable property in the district. Such assessment
*

roll shall contain, by significant classes of property’, a tabU" 

lor listing of the name'of the persons to whom assessed and on 

tho samo lino and separate columns,, the quantity and value of 

ouch parson* q real and personal property. If the assessor has
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boon charged with tho duty o f  assessing property fo r  any c ity ,
nji
acbool d is tr ic t , public u t i l it y  d is tr ic t , or other p o lit ica l 
oubdivioion, tho aoaosscent book or books shall further provide 
fo r  separata l i s t s  fo r  property lying within each subdivision. 
Bach and a l l  ouch books , lin os, and columns shall be numbered 
and athorv/ise identified  fo r  the convenience o f the.board and 
acoeoaor in equalisation o f  the assessment. •

Sea. 20.. Equalization; board as board o f  equalization. At 
a ragular dune mooting in  each year the board shall s i t  as a 
board o f  equalization. The assessor shall submit the assessment 
r o l l ,  together with tho report required by section 18 o f  this 
article*, to  the board, and the board shall equalise the assess^ 
nonfe o f  property as between individual parcels, classes, s e l f -
lia tcd  and d iroctly  assessed properties; and the board may cor-

—£
root any orror, omission or invalid ity  o f  any return or errors 
made or  arising in  the preparation.’ o f  the assessment r o i l .

See* 21. Equalization; how ordered. I f  the board shall 
order, fo r  any reason, a change in  the assessment o f  any item o f  
any assessment r o l l ,  ouch order shall he* reduced to- S it in g ,  and 
sh all state the number o f  such book, l in e  and column; and the. 
aaaassor shall proceed to  enter suchtchanges in the assessment

* "l *
book or books. Ko such change shall be made by erasure, but the 
asoeasor shall draw a single lin e  in  red ink through the orig in  
item and enter thosqualized amount ordered, by the board d irectly  
hhove the item changed. I f  the change shall be an addition to  
tha r o l l  a l l  such items, -001303, or amounts shall he entered in  

red ink.
Bee. 22. Equalization; notice of change. The assessor 

ohall mail or deliver a written notice to each and every per­



Id

son whose- return under oath will be affected by any change wade 

by tho equalisation board. The date on which said notice is 

nailed or delivered shall be entered in the assessment book ; 

opposite tho name of the person to whom mailed, which entry shall 

ho p d m a  facie evidence Of the giving of the notice.

Soc* 23* Review? notice of hearing* In addition to the 

Individual notice to persons required by section 22 of this 
article, tho'assessor shall cause to be published a notice in. 

at least one paper of general- circulation in the district, or 

by posting, which notice shall state the time and place Set for 

the. board for hearing appeals from ’the assessment. Such notice 

shall bo published at least once , Cor posted for) two weeks prior, 

to the date set for hearings, which date shall not be less than 

forhy**five days after the mailing.of notices required by: sec- 

tiott 22. - 7

Sec. 24. Review? rights of aggrieved. Any person ag­

grieved by the action of the board of equalization shall have 

tho right to appear at the hearing for the purpose of presenting 

evidence that the action taken by the board was erroneous and 

not in eoBpliancqjwith law, or that the property has beent 

assessed at core than its full and true value. The- burden of 

proof in all cases shall be upon the person appealing. The 

board may by regulation require written notice of intention to 

appeal to be filed with the assessor*.-

See. 25* Entry -of decisions. The board shall enter in .

the appeal record its decisions upon appeals brought before it,
*

and ahall certify to the same. The assessor shall make such 

changes in the assessment roll as cay be necessary to give ef­

fect to the decisions of the hoard, and such changes shall be
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made itt the same manner as provided in section 21 of this article 
See. 26. Anneal to court. Any person aggrieved by any 

order of the board shall have the right of appeal on a de novo 

basis to the District Court for the Territory of Alaska ixi the 

division in which the district is situated. Such appeal shall 

bo pursued as nearly as way be in accordance with the procedure 

proscribed in Sections 68-9-4 through^S-9-14, Alaska Compiled 

taws Annotated, 1949* The district court shall have power to 

make uniform regulations adapting the above-referenced pro- - 

cedure for perfecting such appeals. ;

See* 2?. Tax collection; budget. After adoption of the ■ 

budget hereinafter provided., the- collector of taxes, or..as&essor- 

Scollector, no tho case may be, shall compute the ta* rate neces­

sary to provide the amount of property taxes required by said 

budget? and shall prepare and mail on or before November first 

of bach year a tax bill to each and every person hairing taxable 

property on tho assessment roll.

Sec. 20. Tax bills; contents. The tax bill shall be mailed] 

to the address on the return, or the last known address of the 

person owning the property, and shall contain at least the

following! (a) the assessed value of the real and personal,
*

property owned or controlled by said person? lb) the amount of
V "

tho tax rate for current operation and debt retirement stated ; 

separately, or, if a combined city, school district, public 

Utility district, and district tax bill, the tax rate for each ■

taxing unit shall-be stated separatelyj (c) the total property,’
' * - ' £ 

taxes due? (d) the delinquent taxes due from levies of former

years but not paid, or that will be due on November fifteenth:
'-V \ '

if aot paid, together with a statement of the power to foreclose 

- ' ' ‘̂30- :V



on iktch property; (e) the total tax obligation; of said person; 

and .(f) the amount of special assessments due, .if any*

Sec.29. Property taxes : when due; first 'lien*. All taxes 

levied shall be due and payable on November fifteenth in the 

year levied* and commencing on that date shall be a first lien 

on the property taxed until paid. •

Sec* 30• Delinement taxes: when. One-half of the taxes 

due under section ^9 of this article shall become delinquent on* 
fey fifteenth and,, the second half on November fifteenth next 

following the date the taxes become due. • -

See. 31* Delinquent taxes; interest. All delinouent taxes
' ' " 1' jhS’ r:_:

■shall draw interest at the rate of eight percent per annum, from 

tho date they become delinquent, and the interest shall be coir* 

looted the same as the tax upon which the interest accrues.

Sec. 32. Special assessments: lien priority. All'special 

assessments, assessed and levied as provided by law, shall be 

a lien on the real property on which assessed; and shall be 

collected at the same time and in the same manner as general 

iproperty taxes; and special assessment liens shall take priority 

over a H  other encumbrances and liens except the first lien of 

jgonoral taxes. '

Soc* 33. Frlnclpalta property: agent paving taxes: lien. 

When property is assessed to any person as agent for another, 

or in a  representative capacity, such person shall have a lien 

upon the property, or any property of his principal, in his 

possession, for the taxes thereon, until he is indemnified 

against the payment thereof;• or, if he has paid the taxes, until 

■he is reimbursed therefor* _

Sec* 34* ■ Tax collections: discount. The board may, by ;



regulation* allow a discount of not more than two percent of the 

amount duo for payment of tastes prior to January first next fol­

lowing tho levy thereof;'and nay similarly allow a discount of 

not nora than ono porcent of the amount due for payment of taxes 

prior to Kay fifteenth next following the levy thereof.

Soc, 35. Early collections: suspense account. All taxes, 

except delinquent tax collections, collected in the year levied , 

and prior to January first of tho next succeeding year shall he 

in a suspense account for the support of the budget of 

year next ensuing, and the amounts in the suspense account • 

not he available for expenditure in the year when levied:, 

or after January first of the year next succeeding all moneys 

said suspense account shall be transferred into the proper

funds of the district and shall be available for expenditure as*
provided i n  s a id  budget.-

Sea. 36. Delinquent taxes: additional powers. When any 

taxes on real or personal property have become delinquent, the 

district ohall have power to Iqvy upon and sell such .property, 

and shall have power to and exercise the same powers, of fore.-"'.• •' 

closure,/levy and sale as first class cities. ...

Article VII 

BUDGET1 AIBJ FINANCE 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this article? (a). 

••Budget year11 naans the fiscal year for which a budget is made; 

(h) weurront yoar1* means the fiscal year in which a budget is 

prepared and adopted, i.e., the fiscal year next preceding the 

year; (ei nEudget officer” means the financial officer 

designated by the board to administer the provisions or this, 

crticle, except that in any district adopting the manager form



district manager shall be the budget officer

• s. Fiscal vear« Tho fiscal year .shall begin' on the

first day of January and shall end on the thirty-first day of

Pesembor.

Sac* 3 * Submission of budget. On or before August fif-I -
i ' r,

teontfe of aacfc year the budget officer shall submit to the board 

a budget and an explanatory budget message in the form and v/ith 

tho contents hereinafter, provided and required. , .

Soc. 4. Budget message» The budget message shall contain 

a aunssary statement of tho proposed financial policies of the 

district for tha budget year, including a statement of the major 

Changes fran the budgot for the current year in appropriation 

and revenue items. . '■

See* 5. Budget; supporting schedules. Attached to the 

budget message shall be such supporting schedules', exhibits and 

other oxplanatory materials, in respect to both current opera*; 

felons and capital improvements, as the budget officer shall deem 

noceosory or desirable.

Sec. 6. Budgot; contents. The budget shall provide a 

complete financial plan for the budget year. It shall contain 

in tabular form* (a) a general summary} (b) detailed estimates 

of all anticipated revenues applicable to proposed expenditures; 

{©) all proposed expenditures. The total of such anticipated 

revenues shall equal the total of such proposed expenditures.

Boo. 7. Anticipated revenues. Anticipated revenues shall 

include: (a) estimated unexpended balances that vriLll be avail-

ablo at tho beginning of the budget year; lb) miscellaneous 

revonuea including all expected revenues from sources other than 

property.tax;, (cl amount to be received 'from, p r o p e r t y  taxes.'



Sec* S. Anticipated revenues: comparisons* In parallel
* * V

columns opposite the several items of anticipated reyehues there: 

Ohall ho placed the amount of each such item in the budget of 

tho next preceding fiscal year, the amounts of such items ac­

tually received Muring that year, the amount of each such itent 

lit the budget of the current fiscaJL year, and the amount ac­

tually received to the time of preparing the budget plus anti-
7 • . ■

cipated receipts for the rfeoaittdejr ,of the current fiscal year 

estimated as accurately as'may be.

Sac. 9* Expenditures? items in budget. The. proposed ex- 

pondituros shall be itemized in such form and to suoh 

as may he provided- by law or regulations of the board, 

rate provision shall be included in the budget for at 

(a) principal, interest and charges on general obligation 

revenue debt? (b) statutory expenditures; (c)' the payment of. 

all Judgments} (d) administration, operation and maintenance . 

of each office, department or agency of the districtj (a) con*- 

tlncent expense in an amount not more than three per cent of 

the total amount stated pursuant to subsection (d)' of this 

sectien. * '
Sec* 10. Budget summary. At the head of the budget there 

shall appear a summary of the budget which need not be itemized, 

further than by principal sources of anticipated revenue, stat­

ing separately the amount to be raised by property tax, and • 

expenditures by departments and functions, in such a manner as^

to present taxpayers a simple and clear summary of the detailed* T/ ,
estimates of the budget.

Sec. 11. Budget? a public record. The budget and budget 

massage and all supporting schedules shall be a public record .



In tho office of the clerk open to public inspection by anyone. 

Sec. 12* Notice of hearing.: At the meeting of the board
t " r" ' '' '

at which the budget and budget message are submitted, the board 

shall determine the place and time of a public hearing on the 

budget, and shall cause to be published, or posted* a notice' 

of the place and tine* not less than seven days after date of . 

publication, at which the board will hold a public hearing.

Soc. 13. Public hearirtfu At the time and place so adver- 

tiood the board shall hold a public hearing on the budget as 

submitted, at which time all interested persons shall be given 

an opportunity to be heard, for or against the estimate or any* " ’ t : , \
item thereof. • . . .

Sec* 14* Consideration of budget. After the public heart­

ing the board may insert new items or may increase or decrease 

the items in the budget, except items in proposed expenditures 

fixed by law or proscribed by subsections (a), (b), and Cc) of 

section 9 of this article. Before inserting any additional ‘ 

item or increasing or decreasing any item of appropriation, the 

hoard must cause to be published or posted a notice setting 

forth the nature of the proposed changes and fixing a place and' 

time, not less than five days after publication or posting,. at 

which the hoard vd.ll hold a public hearing thereon.

Bee* 15* Amendment of budget. After such further hearing, 

the hoard may insert the additional item or items', and make the 

increases or decreases to the amount in each case indicated by 

tho published or posted notice or to a lesser amount, but-where 

it shall increase the total proposed expenditures, it shall also 

increase the total anticipated revenuey-io equal such total pro-* 

posed expenditures. ■ • ■ ■yv/:̂



Sec. 16. Adoption of b u d g e t A majority vote shall be- 

required for adoption of* the budget. The budget shall he adopted 

net later than ninety days prior to the beginning of the budget 

year.# Should the board take no final action on or prior to such 

day, tho budget, as submitted, shall be deemed to have been 

finally adopted by the board. • ' , *

Sec* l?. Effective date. Ifoon final adoption the budget ■ 

shall bo in effect for the budget year, A copy of the budget as 

finally adopted, ‘shall be certified by the budget officer, and 

ohall be available to the public. . *

Sec. IS. Budget establishes appropriations. From the ef- 

£estiva date of the budget, the several-amounts statedtherein' 

as proposed expenditures shall be and become appropriated to 

tho several objects and purposes therein named.

Sec. 19. Budget establishes tax rate. From the effective 

date of the budget, the amount stated therein as the amount of 

property tax required to be levied shall constitute a determina­

tion of tho amount of the levy for the purposes of the district, 

in the corresponding tax year.

Soc. 20* Approval of expenditures. The board shall have 

charge of the administration Of tho financial affairs of the 

district and to that end shall be*responsible for the disburse* 

nont of all moneys and have control over all expenditures to 

ensure that appropriations are not exceeded. The board shall 

cause separate accounts to be kept for the items of appr-opria* 

tions, each of which accounts shall show the amount of the ap­

propriation, the amounts paid therefrom, the unpaid obligations 

against it and the unencumbered balance. Unless the board shall 

certify that* there is a sufficient unencumbered balance, of



ajspreisriation and available cask receipts, no djpprpppiation sliall 

bo encumbered and no expenditure shall be made. ‘

Sec. 21* Claims? settled monthly. At the regular meeting 

of the board each month,, the clerk, or other employee designated 

as fiscal officer, shall present to the board, all claims, filed 

since the last regular meeting of the board, and. the board shall 

allow all such claims which are valid obligations of the district 

Sec* 22. Warrants: how issued. Upon the allowance of any 

claim or account against the district, the board shall dir.ect 

the fiscal officer of the board, to draw a warrant'in payment 

thereof.- Such warrant shall be signed by the chairman”of the 

board and countersigned by the fiscal officer, and such warrants 

shall be delivered or mailed to the proper person within five 

days after signing.

90s. 23», Claims? verification.. Before any claim against 

a district io allowed, the claimant or his agent shall verify 

the same by his signature, stating that the several items there- 

in mentioned are Just and true, and the services charged there­

in, or articles furnished, as the case may be, were rendered or - 

furnished as therein charged, and that the amount claimed isdue, 

and unpaid after allowing Just Credits.' All claims against the 

district must bo filed with the fiscal officer within ninety 

day® from and after a time when any materials or labor, which 

form the basis of the claim, shall have been furnished or per­

formed* Claims shall he paid in the order of their filing in*
the office of fiscal officer.

Sec. 24. Claims? disallowance. When the claim of any 

person against the district is disallowed, in whole or in. part, 

by the heard, such person may appeal from the decision of the



board to tho district court of the game judicial division, after 

causing a written notice to be served on the fiscal officer of 

the district within twenty days after the disallowance, and 

'executing a bond to the district court, with sufficient security, 

to be approved by the clerk of the district court, conditioned 

for tho faithful prosecution of such appeal, and the payment of 

all coats that shall be adjudged against the appellant. Upon 

disallowance.of any claim, it shall be the duty of the fiscal 

officer to notify the claimant, his agent or attorney, in writ~ 

'ins* uf the fact within five days after such disallowance* 

jlotica Railed within said time shall be deemed sufficient,

Soc. 25. Claims: allowance. Any taxpayer may likewise 

appeal from the allowance of any claim against the district by 

serving a like notice within ten days and giving a bond,similar 

to that provided for in the last preceding section?'

Sec* 26, Claims: appeal: record. The clerk of the board 

upon such appeal being taken, shall make out a complete tran­

script of tho proceedings of the board relating to the matter, • 

shall make out a complete transcript of the proceedings of the 

board relating to their decision ttiereon, and shall deliver the 

same to the clerk of the district court, and such appeal shall 

be entered, tried, and determined the same as appeals from 

justice courts, and costs shall be awarded thereon in iike- 

’manner#.
' ■ „ . i V.- v'' ■ >  ‘ W.;

See# 27# Claims\ reconsiderafricm# The provisions of 

sections 24 to 26 shall not be so construed as to prevent the 
board from once reconsidering their action on any claim, upon 

due notice to parties interested. ' . '

Sec. 2d* 'Actions araihst district: delinquent taxes. In
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any suit against a district, a n y  deliniquent taxes assessed", 

against the person in whose favor the cause 

nay be set off against any amount claimedv in

Sec. 29# District officers; interest in contracts pro­

hibited # . No member of the board, nor any district officer or 

employee shall in any manner, either directly or .indirectly, be 

pecuniarily interested in or receive the benefit of any contract 

executed by tho district for the furnishing of supplies or any 

othot* purpose.

Sec* 30* E m e r g e n c y  appropriation. At any time in any 

budget year, the board may make emergency appropriations to 

neat a pressing need for public expenditure, for other than a 

regular or recurring requirement, to protect the public health, 

Safety, or welfare. The total amount, of'ai 

priations made in any budget year shall not exceed 

cent of the total operating appropriations made in 

for that'year*

Sec. 31. Deficiency in revenue: borrowing. 

of unappropriated available revenues to meet, emergency appro­

priations the board may authorize the issuance of notes to meet 

such casual deficiency in revenue.* Each of such notes shall be 

designated ^emergency note11 and may be renewed .from time to 

time, but all such notes of any fiscal year and any renewals 

thereof shall he paid not later than the last day of the fiscal 

yoar next succeeding the budget year in which the emergency ap- j 

propriation was made#

See# 32* Snecial fund# Whenever a tax is levied for the 

payment of a specific debt, the amount of such tax collected 

shall be kept as a separate fund in the district treasury, and

-39-"



expended only In the liquidation of such indebtednessj Provided. 

any surplus remaining in the treasury after full payment' of-such 

Indebtedness shall be transferred to the general fund of the

Article VIII

BOUNDARIES: CONSOLIDATION? ANNEXATION

Section 1* Boundary streams; effect of change in channel*

'■'Where any district is bounded by the middle of the channel of

any stream or water1 course, and by reason of any change of such
*■ " ' " 

channel any island or tract of land,shall be thrown to the

Other aide of such boundary channel, after, the original organic

zaticn and establishment of boundaries, or after consolidation

Of districts or annexations, the old channel of the stream or

watorcoureo shall bo deemed the channel thereof. v
* ■ .

Sec* 2* Man of district. The board shall, where possible,

secure a copy of the field notes of any survey by the United

States, and cause to be constructed in accordance therewith a

nap on a,scale of not less than on'e inch to a mile, laid off in

Sections. Such map and field notes shall be deposited in the

office of the clerk of the board, and be by him .preserved*'-; vlillisu.-

over the boundaries of any district are changed, the necessary ,

alteration! in ouch nap may be made, on a new map of the district

may bo made if the board so directs .-v '

Sec* 3. Consolidation of districts: boundary changes: how

ef footed» Whenever the district Boards of adjoining districts 
** 1 . . • * ; . 

shall desire to submit a proposal ̂ for consolidation df districts,

or a proposal for change in the boundaries -between, districts, ■

the boards may by resolution entered on their records., submit

the question at an election, either general or special, not less

-40-



than sixty days after the data of the latest such resolution,’ 

to the qualified-voters. -

Sec. h* Connolidation; boundary changes; e ffe ctiv e  date.
If the majority of those voting upon the question in each dis­

trict affected thereby shall be in favor of the proposed con­

solidation or boundary change then said consolidation or change 

shall be in effect on and after the first day of January fol­

lowing such election; Provided, all assessments and collections 

of taxes and judicial or other proceedings commenced priorto 

said first day of January shall be continued, prosecuted, ?and• 

cOGploted in the'same manner as if no change had been- made; and, 

Provided, that, if a consolidation* the two boards shall serve 

jointly as the governing body of the new district until their, 

successors have-been elected and qualified. Af . ■ :

Sec. 5* Annexation of unorganized area. "Khenevef the
# .v ’

rosidshts of an unorganized area or a portion thereof adjacent 

to an organised district desire to attach themselves to and be 

a part of said organised district^ they shall submit a petition 

for annexation signed by a majority of the legal voters, residing 

in tho aroa to be annexed., the board may petition the district 

court to ordor such annexation and- declare such area a  part of 

tho organised district. Prior to filing such petition, the • . 

board nay aubuit the question to the legal voters-of the district 

at any general or special election, and the board shall be bound. • 

tho result thereof whether for Or against*' • ■ ■ ■

. Article IX 

COIiSTUUC'EEON OF ACT 

Soction 1. Construction of Act; procedural
/*■

hhore tho substantive provisions of this Act have been complied



;tha action of tho boards and in any ovent the tax levy made

hereunder, if within the limitations of jfche rate of tax allowed

by law, ahall he tho legal levy notwithstanding any eqnitabie
 ̂ ' . . ' '

■ notion of taxpayer or taxpayers with regard to taxes on parti*
r

*

cular properties j and npt withstanding any provisions of this 

Aet proscribing the fiscal-year, dates for assessment, equali- 

aatlon, praoontation of budgets, review, and dates When taxes *• 

lovied ahall be due, together with any other dates specified 

in this Act may bo changed by ordinance when found necessary by 

tho Board to* host accommodate fiscal procedures to those of 

cities, independent school districts and public utility disr 

tricto oo long as all1'elements of cash basis control, notice
V p 1 *'

and hearing ora provided for in the manner set forth in this


