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1 * kHERSAS, tha catch of herring in Southeastern Alaska has

22* ecson aubnortal ainee 1959, except for a mild resurgence in the

&5* potfl®! T.038-1SVB* despite an intensive desire and effort on the

2®* part of ths reduction industry to achieve profitable volume; and
*

23* mHERE&S, virtually all known herring grounds in Southeastern
* * ■

19* Alaoka have ceased to bo productive in recent years and the

2 %  eposioo M o  b-ecoBO obviously scarce; and , ̂  - '

19* MSRSiiB* herring ooincrs have extended their f ishing range

23* t@ sat? and unusual grounds but have bean, unsuccessful in 

02* igcutirrg adequate supplies anywhere in Southeastern Alaska 

22* iJusrtdg the normal* summer operating season;; and- 

S3* HR&tSftB* the Fish and Wildlife Service during the current

03. action has. conducted exploratory fishing for herring with its 

CS* @#n research vessel* JOHN N* COBB and, by an unusual relaxation
3♦. -*

29. of tiho regulations, has permitted and encouraged ooauaeroial
<1 ' «

29* aearch by fishing veoaela; and *

23% mKERSAS, this testing of winter potentialities* previously

• untried* has also failed to locate any substantial supply; and



►

W3ESEAS* there are numerous examples of seiners having- 

gt annihilated local populations of herring through over-intensive 

§# fishing, population* which have never recovered sufficiently to
- ■ ■ ~t4* again contribute to support of the industry? and 

5# TUSRSiS| on ©any other oocaslbna fishing disturbance has

5 dissipated schools on regular feeding ground? and
- ' ■ f *

«5»# -WHEREAS, herring is one of the most important food species

0  ̂ for salmon, probably necessary to sustain their volume ancl 

g certainly necessary to attract them to accessible trolling

grounds where salmon1 fishermen can catch, them? and'
* ' * * ’'

VhERSAS, ths herring industry contributes virtually nothing 

tP> ths economy of Alaska while salmon are the Te£rltdry*&' 

j* principal, sustaining resource; and

WHEREAS, there is grave rich of destroying herring as a 

commercially significant natural resource and of dislocating and, 

j£5# rendering uneoCnoaio the important salmon trolling industry?

v m  THHREFQBB, your Kelaorlalist, the Legislature of the jT" 

territory -of Alaska, in Twenty-first session assembled, - 

respectfully reoueststh&t the Secretary of the Interior and the 

g?? Bireotor of the Pish and tfildlife Service prohibit fishing for , 

f'X, herring for reduction purposes in Southeastern Alaska immediately 

22* httd until such time as the supply Recovers its previous abundance^ 
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