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CHE SENATE S E N A T E  B I L L  N O. I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  T E R R I T O R Y  O P  A L A S K A  .T N E N T Y ^ P I R S q j  S E S S I O N  'A  B I L Lr o t *  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d . :  " A n  A o t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s ;  ro r e a t l n g  p r e s u m p t i o n  o f  d e a t h ;  a t i d ;  ,* \ - . *p r o v i d i n g  f o r  p r e s u m p t i v e  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s * "B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  T E R R I T O R Y  O P  A L A S K A :S e c t i o n  1 .  W h e n e v e r  a  p e t i t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  a n yi n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o m m i s s i o n e r  O f  a n yp r e c i n c t  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  d e s i g n a t e d  p e r s o n  h a s  d i s a p p e a r ,  a n d  a f t e r  d u e  a n d  d i l i g e n t  s e a r c h  c a n n o t  b e  f o u n d ,  a n d  w h e n  i ta p p e a r #  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  t h a t  t h ep i r c U M i t a n o e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  s u o h  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  a f f o r d  r e a s o n a b l eg r o u n d s  f o r  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  s u o h  p e r s o n  h a s  s u f f e r e d  d e a t l ^  t h e
Commissioner shall summon and impanel a. jury of six qualifled

persons* r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  w h i c h  s u c h  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  
resided i m m e d i a t e l y - p r i o r  t o  h i s  d i s a p p e a r a n c e *  j^ t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  f a c t a  s u r r o u n d i n g  a n d  t h e  p r e s u m p t i o n  t o  b e  r a i s e d  f r o m .  s u c h .
disappearance*S e c t i o n  2 *  T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e • J u r y ,  " b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  u p o n

* ' ■* ■ S '
the discharge of their duties, shall each take an oath to 

diligently inquire into and Justly consider a l l  the facts a n d  

circumstances concerning the disappearance of such person* ahd 

fr o *  a  fair consideration thereof to determine whether the 

Commissioner io Justified in entering an order declaring that 

such person i s  presumed to b e  dead*
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Seotion 3* A H  witnessed that m a y  he offered shall h e  

h eard and shall be permitted to testify under oath in such
Mt

i1'
■n* s.

m a t t e r * A  Tor the purpose of subpoenaing witnesses and compelling 

them t o  attend and testify and punishing them for disobedience, 

the Commissioner shall have the power and authority conferred 

Upon Justices of the peace wit h  respect to examinations in. civil 

and criminal cases* '

Section 4. A fter having heard a l l  evidence presented the 

shall retire to agree upon a  verdict. If the Juyy* '

tar theiiN verdict in writing find 

that sufficient evidence hae been presented to them from which 

it fairly may b e  presumed that such missing person has Met i-J
... ' . V *  '

death* a n d  if the Commissioner approve such f i nding.thenfeuch

person shall he presumed to be dead a n d  the commissioner  ̂ s h a H  ' :

enter an order to that effect* *

Seotion 5* The CoaMiesloner* members of the Jufy a n d

witnesses shall b e  entitled to the same compensation as in civil 

actions in a  Justice's court, and such compensation a n d  other ••

Incidental expenses shall be audited and allowed as in the case

Of other similar expenses incurred b y  Commissioners and now

audited and allowed*

Seotion $« After the Commissioner has entered an order 

declaring that such person is presumed to be dead,

i'c i

Commissioner shall make out and sign a  certificate entitled 

"Presumptive Death Certificate" in the form and manner, and 

containing suoh information, as m a y  be required b y  the •

Territorial Bureau of V i t a l  Statistics* Such certificate shall 

b e  recorded b y  the Commissioner and then-filed with, the Bureau 

o f  V ital Statistics« Such certificate,, or a  certified copy .
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thsreof, shall constitute prima facie evidence Of. the 'death of 

•tfct person hasted therein for any and all purposes including,': 

without limitation, laws relating to adainlstration of estates^.’ 

o f  deceased persons* - * !
Section 7. She Bureau of VitaX-St^ti^tio e shall make . 

provisions for the correction, subBtftqtion or removal of such

certificates where the body of suoh person is later found;, where
* ' ■ -V

additional facto are brought to light, or where the person is

later discovered to b e  alive.

Seotion S.' this dot shall be construed so as to operate

retrospectively.
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