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B T  HR. EENDHICrSOJf AND 
HH» RUTHERFORD

f#nr trnttnr =***Jw Xi\lwMjfcr:-

H O U S E  BIL L  NO. 168 

I N  SBC LEGISLATURE OF ‘THE TERRITORT OP ALASKA ; '

TWENTT-FIE8T SESSION -

A  .BILL \'v
*  * -

F o r  an Aot entitled:, *An Aot authorising tho incorporation of

p o r t  diatriots, oresting a  port epmais- 

slon to operate and maintain the same, 

fisting the rights, and powers of* suoh 

p o r t  dlstrlots, and authorising the levy

of taxes b y  the asms**'*  ' * , ' - U

B X  I f  ENACTED B T  THE LIOISLATUBE-OF THE TERRITORY O F  ALABKA: 

Section 1* The people of any incorporated oity or oltles 

and i t #  o r  t h e i r  adjacent settlement o r  settlements or area d ay 

incorporate as a  port distriot in the manner hereinafter provided 

any suoh port distriot shall not embrace more' than, fits 

hundred square miles of territory. ' .

USotlon. S. Nhenerer there shall be more than One inoorpor- 

ated oity w i t h i n  the boundaries of a n y  eUoh port district, tbs 

Using o f  all words applicable to oltles, their officers or 

councils In the singular In thla aot shall be oonetrued to in­

clude the plural of suoh words.
■ .'■■■;■■ .. ■ < v < '

Seotlon 3* Ea c h  port distriot organized under the prori--\ 

alone ot  this sot shall h ar t  a  b o a r d  of commissioners of fire ; 

■embers, t o  h e  sleeted, as hereinafter prorided, who shall hare V 

the exoluilra management and oontrol of all port distriot 

ieattere and business*

Seotlon 4. Vithin aerett days a f t e r © a o h a n n u a l  TOgolar rv 

**• (port district election, w h i c h  election shall be on tbs same day

«  1
e ■ ■■■■ '■■■■■ ■. v"'‘ ■ ' V :
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and at the same time a* the oity eleotion i n  each suoh distriot 

ttho oomxisBioners shall oonreue and eleot one of the members 

as president, one ae treasurer, and one as seeretary of the 

hoard. Said, hoard shall also appoint one of its number, or any 

resident of the distriot, to sot as assessor.

Seotlon 6. The manner of incorporation of port diatriots: 

shall be as follows: A  petition praying for suoh incorporation,

shall first be presented to the Judge of the United states 

Distriot Court of the Judicial Division in which the proposed 

port distriot. i s  located. Suoh petition must b e  signed b y  at - 

least 28Q  qualified voters an,d residents o f  the proposed port 

distriot, or as many suoh voters arid residents as Would be 

: equal to twenty-five p e r  Cent of the number of persons who
*■ a f  t  ̂ *1' ■ '■ ■ ■ -.■ '■ " ,

v oted in the proposed distriot at the last general eleotion.

; Said petition shall apsoify the boundaries of a n d  the name h y  

.which said port distriot i s  to be hnown irad, as nearly as 

prsotloable, the number of inhabitants residing in the proposed, 

dietriot* I t  petitions covering different areas are presented 

to the court at the same or substantially the same time, the 

same m e y  he considered together b y  the court and B a y  he com** 

bined b y  the court In one proposed distriot as long as the 

total area thereof does n o t  exceed five hundred square miles 

and the signatories on said petitions equ£L at least tvehtyr^ 

five p e r  cent of the qualified voters who voted in said cob-* 

b i n e d  area at the last general election*

nomination* for the office of commissioner of the proposed 

S p o r t  district may be made h y  petition signed by at least twenty* 

five p e r  cent of the qualified voters authorised to vote at 

the eleotion f o r  the incorporation o t  euoh distriot, and shail
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b e  file# w i t h  the Pletrlot Cleric within ten -days after the 

petition for Incorporation h a a  been filed*

Ihe Judge o f  the Dletriot CourtwpSfc preeentation add 

filing o f  m o h  petition o r  petition*, end upon b e i n g  satisfied 

that the * «xf here been elgned h y  qualified yotera residing 

i n  eeid area equal to at Xeait twenty-fire percent of the 

people w h o  roted i n  eaid area at the iaat. general election, or 

£50 qualified wotera, ehall fi* the boundaries f o r  aaid pro­

po s e d  port diatriot and shall order an eleotion to h e  h e l d
- I - , .. ;

therein f o r  the purpose o f  determining whether or not suoh p o r t

distriot shall ha incorporated* H o  territory shall h e  included 

b y  said judge i n  said propoaed port district unless t h e  Base 

w a s  included i n  Said petition or petitions* Said order shall 

designate th« data o f  suoh eleotion, the ploqes and hours of 

voting, and. shall appoint three qualified voters residing in 

th* proposed, port distriot to supervise and appoint judges and 

election officers f o r  auob election*

A  printed, or typewritten copy Of suoh order shall he posted 

i n  at ieast three public planes within the limits of IHie pro­

posed port district at least thirty days prior to the d a y  o f
■ - 1 - ■ ’■ ‘

eleotion end sUoh posting shall he suffioisnt notice thereof* 

Section 6* The qualifications of the voters at said elec- 

tion o r  any subsequent po r t  distriot eleotion shall he as 

follows: All citizens Of the United States twenty-one years of 

a g o  end over, who are actual and b o n a  fide residents o f  Alaska, 

w h o  have be e n  suoh residents continuously during the entire
I / " ' : :J ' "' ;'' ■

y e a r  immediately preceding suoh eleotion, who have b e e n  suoh
* J ■ ■ ■ ■ V"

residents continuously for thirty days immediately preceding 

s u c h  eleotion in suoh port diatriot, and w h o  are able to read

— 3' —
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and write the English language a a  prescribed b y  an Act of the 

United States Congress adopted Maroh 3, 1927, and entitled 

: *An Aot to preeoribe certain qualifications of voters i n  the 

territory of Alaska and for other purposes, * shall be quell- 

fled to rote at such elections; provided* however, that the 

requireaents of this seotlon as to ability to read and write 

. ehall not apply to any person w h o  is incapacitated from comply 

i n g  therewith b y  reason o f  pbysioal disability alone, the 

persons appointed to conduct suoh incorporation eleotion shall 

prov i d e  a  fora of prlhted ballot suitable for determining the 

question of whether each voter is i n  favor o f  o r  against the. 

incorporation of auoh diatriot and for determining the five 

' commissioners W h o  w i l l  aot as the original board of commission 

ere-of suoh port district if a  majority of the voters voting 

at such eleotion vote in favor of the incorporation thereof.

Seotlon ?♦ The Judges o f  eleotion shall be qualified 

▼oters I n  the proposed p o r t  distriot,. and before entering upon 

the duties o f  their Offioes-shall take an oath in writing to 

faithfully and impartially discharge the duties of their trust 

W i t h i n  three days from the date of su o h  eleotion, they shall 

oanvass the votes cast and issue under their hands and seals a  

certificate in duplicate showing the number of votes cast In

i f a v o r  o f  incorporation and the number of votes oast against
: - ■ 1 - ' : ,: - A.-.* ...
. incorporation* One of said certificates, together with a l l

ballots and oaths of the Judges of suoh election., shall then

immediately he filed w i t h  the Clerk of the Diatriot Court i n  .

w h i c h  suoh proposed distriot is situated. The second.certifi*

sate fbsii become a  part of the permanent records o f  the port

diatriot i n  ease the majority of said votes oast are in favor
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o r  Incorporation*

®ht M & d  judgca shall also canvass-the vote oast at said 

election f o r  member* o f  the commission of the port distriot, 

and (i &  Oats the majorltr of the rotes oast are i n  favor of 

suoh incorporation* the Judge shall deolare the five candidates 

ifho have received the greatest number of Votes for such office 

dul y  elected, and shall issue and deliver to them o e r t i ^ o a t e s

o f  their eleotion* One copy of eaoit suoh certificate shallT; *■ ‘ 1 *
alto be filed w i t h  the Diatriot Court, and a  seoond copy shall 

beooat a  part of t h e  records of the port diatriot. No oanftl- 

date f o r  any port diatriot offloe shall he eligible to serye. 

a* a  Judge o f ^ i e o t i o n ,  . ■ . ^

Seotlon ©« If &  Majority of the wotbB oast a t  said eleo­

tio n  are I n  fawor of' incorporation, -the Distriot Judge b y  0 %  

order i n  writing entered in the T eoo r d s  of the court shall 

find* adjudge and deolare that the territory In w h i c h  such 

incorporation eleotion w a s  h e l d  l a  a  p o r t  diatriot corporation 

and that the eeae ehall thenceforth exercise the powers whioh 

a r #  herein and w h i c h  w a y  b e  hereafter granted h y  law. * Said 

order shall designate the port diatriot b y  name, and shall 

definitely describe Ita boundaries.

Seotlon 9. Hie aeafcera of the b oard of oonmlssioners of 

the port diatriot ohoaqn at said incorporation election, as

W i l l  as those chosen at subsequent elections, shall b e  quail-
* “ * . • * '* ’ ' > • ' * . ' *

fl e d  waters i n  the port district, and before entering upon the 

duties of their offices shall sewerally take an oath in 

w r i t i n g  to faithfully and honestly discharge such duties. All 

o f  tuoh oath* shall h e  filed W i t h  the Clerk of the Distriot 

Court in w hich the port distriot is situated, and copies thereof

5 -
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shall b #  made a  part o f  tha permanent records of the port 

[distriot*

Seotlon; 10* The tern of office of the members of the
;  '• ' " ' ' . • ^
: commission o f  eaoh port diatriot shell he fire years* w i t h  one

n t m b e r  retiring eaoh y e a r  and one n e w  member b eing elected t o  • 

take h i t  place* exoept that the terms of the first fire members, 

shall be as follows: Immediately after qualifying as commis-

sion members, the oommissloners Shall assemble and shall b y  lot . 

d r a w  the numbers 1* 2, 3* 4  and S> The member drawing number 

1  shall h o l d  offioe until the next regular port distriot eleo­

tion, at w h i o h  time his suooessor shall he elected. The mem* 

h e r  drawing n u m b e r  2  shall hold office until the seoond regular 

p o r t  distriot,eleotion following* at which, time his suooessor 

shall b e  elected. Ths member drawing number 3 Shall h o l d  offioe 

u n t i l  the third regular port distriot eleotion following, at 

which, time his suooessor shall he eleotsd. The m e m b e r  drawing 

nu m b e r  4  shall h o l d  offioe until the fourth regular port district 

eleotion following, at w h i o h  time his suooessor shall be elected* 

The member drawing number 5 shall hold offioe until the fifth .. 

regular port distriot eleotion following, at w h i c h  time his 

suooessor shall be elected* Jfothing in this section shall b e  . 

oonstrusd to prevent a  member of the commission fro m  seeking 

reflection after h i s  term of offioe shall have expired*

Section 11* In. oaae a  waoanoy i n  the membership of said 

p o r t  oommifsion ooours for a n y  reason whatsoever, the remaining 

members o f  the commission shall elect a  n e w  commissioner, who 

shall serve me a  member of the commission until the next regular
f. ’ v

po r t  diatriot eleotion* I n  oase the remaining members of the
' *  V

commission oannot agree on such new member, they shall oall a  

; •» 6  **
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special eleotion for the purpose of filling” suoh vacancy.

Seotlon IS. ill regular or speoial port district eleo- . 

tions shall be* under the jurledlotion of the port commission, 

w h i o h  shell prescribe and f i x  rules for the oonduot thereof, 

for giving notice of the same, and for canvassing the results 

thereof* She port commission Shall also designate and-provide 

all polling plaoes, shall appoint all eleotion officials, pre­

pare all ballots, and attend to all other matters pertaining, to 

suoh eleotions*

Seotlon 13* She port commission shall adopt rules govern­

i n g  the manner of transaction Of its business, and shall provide 

and adopt a n  offioial seal* i l l  proceedings of the commission 

shall b e  b y  motion, resolution or ordinanoe reoorded in a. 

bo o h  or boohs hept for suoh purpose b y  the secretary of the 

oommiasion, w h i o h  hook* o r  boohs shall be publics records. The 

treasurer of the oommiasion shall b e  custodian of all money 

belonging to the distrioti and all moneys in. any fund or funds 

o f  tha distriot shall only h e  disbursed by^him o n  warrants of 

the district drawn and signed b y  the treasurer, or a  port 

auditor to be appointed by- •'fee port commission, upon order of 

or voucher approved b y  the commission.

Zt shall be the duty of the port distriot assessor to 

plaoe an assessed valuation o n  all taxable real and personal 

property outside any oity o r  independent sohool distriot and ‘

with i n  the limits of the port diet riot ip aooordanoe wi t h  the 

valuations of similar property within suoh oity. Suoh assessor, 

b e f o r e  assuming the duties of his offioe, shall tahe an oath i n  • 

w r i t i n g  to honestly and faithfully discharge the duties o f  hie 

offioe* The assessments as equalized for city or sohool



•  ' •

, i

J  :

distriot purposes b y  tha proper authorities on all taxable • 

real a n d  personal property within any oity or independent • 

school distriot in the port distriot shall be adopted and used
■t ■- .i, ■ ' ■

b y  the port distriot for the purposes of port distriot taxation 

a n d  shall b e  considered port distriot assessments. :

8sld treasurer and assessor shall eaoh give suoh bond -with, 

suoh surlties as the port commission may require. Said bonds 

shall bs conditioned for the honest and faithful collection a n d  

disbursing of and accounting for ail moneys of the distriot that 

m a y  corns into the hands of eaoh of said officers b y  virtue of 

their offioea#

Station 14. The members of the port commission shall not :
*  M  ■ ■ ■ ♦  1

b e  entitled to a n y  compensation for serving as members of suoh. 

oomrnission. ‘ Howetier, they m a y  be reimbursed for actual expenses
a ■ '

lneurred for attending b oard meetings or traveling on port 

distriot business if the commission 'shall so authorize* The 

po r t  oomrnission shall determine what oompensation, if any, shall 

be p a l d  the secretary of the port commission a n d  the treasurer- ‘ 

an d  assessor of the port district. However, such offioers shall 

b s  reimbursed for ac&ual expenses incurred in performance of 

their duties as such officers. -

faction 15* The port commission shall have authority to 

create and fill suoh other positions and fix salaries therefor 

a n d  b o n d  thereof ae it may b y  resolution provide. The port 

commission shall also have authority to adopt by resolution all 

suoh rules and regulations as m a y  b e  neoessary for the conduct 

of the business of the port distriot and for the operation and 

maintenance of its facilities.

Section 16. Port distrlots organized - under the provisions

h . b * h o . iee.

*• 8 «  ■ ■
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of this n o t  shall be and are hereby authorised to acquire by 

purchase or Oondemnatioti, or both, ail lands, property, prop- * ° 

erty rights, leases o r  easements necessary for the purposes 

of the district, a n d  to exercise the right of eminent domain 

in acquiring or condemnation of all land, property, property , ; 

i right** leases or easements; to develop a n d  improve suoh lands 

a n d  property to make the same suitable and available for busi­

ness a n d  industrial uses and purposes; to provide, maintain and 

operate water, light, power and fire protection facilities a n d  

services, roads, highways and waterways on suoh lands' and p r o -’
; ;4 .• - ' '

perty; to dredge, bulkhead, fill, grade, and proteot such 

lands and property; to lay out, oonstruct, condemn, purohase, 

acquire, a d d  to, maintain, conduct, and operate any a n d  all - . 

systems of seawalls, Jetties, piers* wharves, dooks, boat land­

ings, warehouses, storehouses, elevators, bunkers, oil tanks,

ferries, canals, looks, tidal basins, bridges, subways, tram­

ways, cableways, conveyors, together with all other appliances

a n d  facilities necessary for the proper and economical handling,

storing and transporting of freight and passenger traffic and. -

for other harbor improvements, rail, water and land transfer,f

and terminal facilities within such port distriot; to acquire^

■by purohase Or Condemnation, or both, land, property, property

rights, leases or easements, and to improve such lands, property

'and interests i n  property' by dredging, filling, bulKheadlng,

[providing waterways of otherwise developing s u c h  lands, property

or interests therein f o r  sale or lease by the port distriot as

: sites f o r  all commercial or business enterprises; t o  execute

leases of all lands, property, o r  any part thereof, wharves,

docks, and other facilities owned and. controlled by the p o r t

K * B * X o * 1 0 6  -  &  -



distriot, upon suoh terms. as the port commission may deem 

p r o p e r t o  improve navigable and non-nayigable waters of^ the
t  .  ,

United States and the Territory of Alaska. within the. port

: distriot; to oreate end improve for harbor purposes new water-

< w a y s  within the port distriot; to regulate and oontrol all 
! * *

; suoh waters and all natural o r  artificial waterways within the

! limits o f  such po r t  distriot to the extent that this territory 

,o*n grant the Same; to straighten, widen, deepen, remove 

; obstructions, and otherwise improve any a n d  all waters, water 

Courses, bays, lakes o r  streams, whether navigable or other­

wise, flowing through or looated within the boundaries of the - 

port distriot; to f i x  absolutely and without right of appeal 

o r  review the rates o f  wharfage, dookage, warehousing and 

I port a n d  terminal chitrgse upon a U  improvements and facilities 

■ owned and operated directly by the port district and oharges

\ and tolls for ferries operated b y  the port distriot; to Sell

o r  otherwise dispose of any. real or personal property or 

i intsreat or interests therein owned b y  the port district upon 

' a  finding by the port oomaiseion of suoh diatriot that the 

I same is no longer neoessary for the oonduot o f  the business and 

operation o f  t h e  facilities of the port ’district*

fort diatriots .shall have the same right of eminent domain '

; as granted first olass oltles of the Territory of Alaska as set 

I forth in Title 5?, Chapter 7  of A l a s k a  Compiled haws Annotated

I
194&, as later amended, and In exeroislng the power to condemn 

granted thereunder, shall proceed i n  t h e  same manner as. pro- 

Tided u n d e r  suoh statutes for suoh first class oltles; except 

that port diatriots shall not exeroise the right of eminent 

d o m a i n  against property of the Territory of Alaska or any 

i -  l© -  . . * ■
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politic*! subdivision thereof*
t;

Section 17. • port diatriots may, b y  agreement w i t h  the
f. ' ■ « ■

: Territory o f  Alaska, or m y  political subdivision thereof, pur- 

: chsse o r  agree to operate and maintain any p o r t  facility or 

other property owned or controlled b y  the Territory or suoh 

polltioel subdivision W hioh port districts are herein author-
"  o

’ ised. to operate o r  dm* Suoh agreements may b e  hade on such ■ 

ter s e  at are mutually satisfactory to the parties*

Seotlon 16* Port diatriots p a y  false revenue b y  levy of

i
i a n  annual t a p  o n  all taxable property within the. district for 

annual operating eppensee, and are hereby authorised*’pr i o r  to 

j t h e  receipt of taxes raised h y  levy or the reoeipt of revenues 

from the operation o f  'tire facilities o f  the distriot* to

[ Issue warrant* of the distriot in anticipation o f  the colleot-
' ' " •

I o n  o f  such t axes and revenues* Suoh warrants ahall ha redeemed 

I n  order O f  t h e i r  number f r o m  the first money available from 

s u c h  revenue a and taxes w h e n  collected. No suoh indebtedness, 

•hall b s  created o r  assumed in excess of one-fourth of the 

[ taxes levied and revenues anticipated for the fiSoal year of 

1 the diatriot*

Section 19* On or before the first d a y  of May of eaoh 

y e a r  the port commission shall determine the amount of funds 

inss&ed for all p o r t  distriot purposes after anticipated revenbsft 

h a v e  been deducted therefrom f o r  the ooming fiaoal year, w h i o h  

i shall b e g i n  o n  the first d a y  of July of the same y e a r  and end. 

o n  the thirtieth d a y  of June o f  the year following. It shall 

S t  the same time determine the proportion of auoh funds to be 

! r a i s e d  within e’aoh oity or independent sohool'diatriot within 

the port diatriot- and the proportion of the funds to be raised

- 11 -
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outside such city ox* sohool district, based proportionately oft 

i stressed valuations of all taxable property within the respec- 

tits corporate areas* It shall then present suoh budget to the 

; governing b o d y  of eaoh suoh oity and sohool diBtriot for their 

information, together v i t h  demands for contributions, b y  suoh 

cities and sohool diatriots of their share o f  suoh budget based 

on suoh assessed valuations using the last equalised assessment 

rolls* She port district shall then levy the taxes on the 

property outside any oity or independent sohool district n'eo- 

essary to complete the amount of suoh funds, v h l o h  taxes shall 

b e  leTied at the same rate as those levied on the property 

♦ l t h l n  the oltles and auoh sohool diatriots.

She governing bodies of suoh oitles and sohool .districts, 

tfhall transmit to the treasurer of the port distriot on the 

first day of eaoh quarter of the fisoal year one-fourth of i t s 1 

•lynnm! share of the amount O f  auoh taxes. The district assessor 

shall, on o r  before tha first day o f  October-of eaoh fisoal 

ysar, collect one-half of the taxes due upon all taxable prop-
! ’ if* ■ ’ . * r f ’ -

erty outside the limits of suoh Cities and sohool districts'

I and. on o r  before the first of May of eaoh fisoal year s h a l l . 

collect the other one-half. Penalties for the nonpayment o f  

taxes levied o n  property located outside a  oity shall be the 

; same as fixed b y  the oity council for the nonpayment of taxes 

v i t h i n  auoh oity, and the rates of interest on delinquent 

' taxes shall also be the easts* Property located outside the 

! city similar to property irithln the oity w hich is exempt from 

taxation shall also be exempt from suoh taxation.

Seotlon 20. All taxes assessed and levied b y  the port 

district or assessed and levied by A  oity o r  sohool district
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for port diatriot purposea ehail be a  lioxi Upon the property

atieated prior and paranount to all other liene and enoumhranoeB* * *
an d  m a y b e  foreoloaed b y  a A  appropriate action. in any court of 

competent jurisdiction In tha same manner aa la  provided for
*

tha foreclosure of municipal taxes. The owner of the property 

aaseased shall he personally liable for the amount o f  taxes 

assessed against eueh property? and s u o h  taxes, together w i t h  

penalties end Interest n a y  h e  oolleeted after the same become 

d u e  i n  a  personal action brought in the name of the port dist­

riot against any euoh owner in any court of competent 

dlotion. The h oard of oommieeioners of port districts shall ’ 

have all o f  the powers and duties given to the common ootmoil 

o f  cities i n  the/levy and oollaotion of taxes, and all laws 

relative to suoh levy and collection pf taxes by municipal 

corporations are hereby extended to port districts,

Seotlon 21. I n  the event any provision of this aot shall 

b e  adjudged unconstitutional o r  v o i d  for any reason, suoh 

adjudication shall not affeot the validity of the remainder of 

t h e  provisions o f  this aot.

-  13 -

E. B. Bo, 168


