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HOUSE BILL

IK THE LEGISLATURE OP THE TERRITORY OP ALASKA

TWEM1X-PIRST SESSiOK

A  BELL ' , ' ■

For an Aot anti tied: "An Aot requiring the registration of

, ownership of all real property in Alaska;

placing administrative- responsibility

for said program in the Department of

Public Lands and to oharge the Land

Ooamlaaioner with duties and powers

incident, thereto; and repealing Sections

22-2-1 to 22-2-18, inclusive, AOLA 1949,

and Chapter 106, SLA 1943."

BE It EKACTEO BY THE LEOISLATORE OF THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA:

Seotion 1, This Aot shall he known as the "Alaska Regia-

tration Law of 1953." * • ' ' ' ■

Seotion 2. Sections 22-2-1 to 22-2-18 inclusive, ACLA 1949

and Chapter IQS,, Session Laws of Alaska 1849, are hereby repealed

Kith the exoeption of an owner of land who has acquired title

thereto subsequent to duly 1, 1949, any owner of land who has 

complied With the registration provisiohs of Section 22-2-1

I ACLA 1949 shall be exempt froa the registration provisions of
i '  ' '

Section 3* Responsibility for the administration of the 

land registration program shall vest in th^.Lepartttent of Rub- 

H q  Lands, and the Land Coamtseioner shall wake such rules and 

regulations as he may deem proper and necessary to carry out the 

provisions of this Aot, The Land Commissioner shall have quatpdy
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of all land registration records assembled pursuant to Sections

22-2-1 to 22-2-18 inclusive, A0LA 1949 and Chapter 106^ Session

Law* of Alaska 1949, and of those records-in the Territorial:

, Bepartment of Taxation pertaining to or arising from theievying

of a general property tax pursuant to Chapter 10, Session Laws

of Alaska, 1949, as amended, and shall have access to such, ot^e*

public recorda as may relate to his duties as. set forth, in this

Aot* Funds to administer this Act shall, be those provided in

: appropriations for the Department of'P.ubllc Lands*

Section 4. It ahall be the duty of each, owner of real

: property in Alaska, other than that to which the United States

: holds title, or which is owned by the territory, to file in

; the Office of the Recorder of recording precinct in which such .

; property is situated on or before June 30, 1965, a sworn state-

, nent giving his name, his post offioe address, a description of

the tract of land, its acreage, and any other information heces-

sary for the purposes of this Aot, Thereafter upon a  transfer

of title to real property on or after January 1 o f  any year,, a" '

statement sin the form required by this section must he filed by

1 the owner of euch newly acquired tract of lahdSon or before •

• Beoember 31 of that year. The owner of real property who has
*  ■ "*■ "• 1 ' v . ■ ' -  •

filed such statement as to such property in any year need, hot

thereafter file a  statement under this Act. Upon failure to

file suoh statement, ae required herein, the owner Of suoh pro­

perty shall be subject to a  penalty of five dollars ($5.00)whieh 

■hall* constitute a  lien upon such property as of January 1 of ' 

the ensuing year and subject to oolleotion.as hereinafter pro­

vided. ‘ • '' . *

Seotion 5. When such statement is filed, the Recorder ShalJ



prepare and enter a copy thereof In a special Alaska Registration 

Lai# bo ole to be provided, by him for that purpose, and shall ehte; 

the ha«e of the owner in an alphabetical index together with 

'the date and hour of filing such statement. The Hecorddr shall 

on or before the tenth day of eaoh month transmit to the Land 

Commissioner all original statements filed with him for the pre­

ceding: calendar month. . • ' -  Vv-'

Seotion 6* The Land Connissioner shall e o ^ e c t  and rsi^ - 

oslve all penalties due and payable under this Act and traps- ; 

ait the sane to the Territorial Treasurer for deposit into ' 

the general fund of the treasury. For the purposes of this 

Aot an error in the description of any property shall not ' 

invalidate the asseseotent of the penalty against suoh property : 

if suoh desoription is sufficiently aocurateto identifythe 

property.. ' V

Seotion 7. On July 1, 19§4 and each year thereafter, the 

Land Commissioner shall file i n  theOffioe of the Clerk, of 

Court of .the judioial division in which the property subject fc> 

suoh lien is situated, a list of all parcels of property affected 

hr suoh liens Which have been unpaid for a period of at- least 

six months after the date the penalties becohe due and payable, 

hhsaever a penalty shall have been due and unpaid for a  period 

of six ponths, the lien thereof shall be summarily foreclosed 

by appropriate proceedings by the Land Commissioner in the 

name of the Territory in the manner herein provided. The ' 

parcels of property affected by such liens and filed with the 

Clerb of Court ehall be numbered serially* The .Land Commissionei

•hall post a oertifled copy of such list in his office and • 

shall publish suoh list once eaoh weeh for four oonaeoutive
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weeks In a  newspaper of general circulation in the division 

j in which such property" Is situated. Suoh list shall he known 

; and designated as the "List of Delinquent Penalties on Real - 

i Property" end shall he captioned as an action in the appro- 

: prints division of the District Court,. She aotion shall he

entitled: "in the natter of foreclosure of liens pursuant to
:  ^  ^  :  _ - {

; the Alaska Registration of 1955 hy the Territory of Alaska.

Such list of delinquent penalties shall be verified hy the •'

affidavit of the Land Commissioner. The filing of such .list 

of delinquent penalties in the Office of the Clerk of the

Bistriot Court shall constitute and have the same force and"

■; effedt as the filing of an individual and separate complaint •
\ * *■ " ... ’J': . 

to foreolaae a lien against eaoh paroel of property therein ’

described.

Section 8.,, Every person hairing any right, title or in—

, terest in or lien upon any parcel desorihed in suoh list of 

j delinquent penalties hay redeem such paroel hy paying to the 

Land Commissioner all of the sums mentioned in suoh list of 

delinquent penalties within sixty days from the date pf the 

filing of the list in the office of the Clerk of the Opttrt,

I
 or may serve a duly verified answer upon the Attorney General,, 

setting forth in detail the nature, character and amount of
;■ ‘ v;/ * <,: : ,a ,;. ‘

his interest and any defense or ohjectlons to l&e foreclosure 

■ of the lien. The caption of such answer Bhall contain a re-, 

ferenoe to the serial number of eaoh parcel concerned. Such 

answer must be served, o h  the Attorney General and filed- in the 

I offloe of the Clerk of the district within twenty days, after 

; the last day for redemption. In the event of failure, to redeem 

or answer hy any person having the right to redeem or answer,



i auoh person shall be in default and shell be barredand forever 

i foreclosed of ail bis right, title and interest in the parcels 

: fieeoribed in such list of delinquent penalties* and a judgment 

of foreclosure. may be taken as herein provided. Upon bedempr . 

i tion as permitted br this section, the person redeeming shall •

’ be entitled to a certificate from the Land Commissioner describe

: ins the property in the same manner as it is deqoribed injBUch '

! „ii*t of delinquent penalties. Upon t h e f  iling of sufch" certi­

ficate with the Clerk of the Court, the Clerh shall note the 

I word “redeemed" and the date of such filing opposite the desorip- 

■ tion of said parcel on euch list. Suoh notice shall operate 

; to cancel the notioe of pendency of aotion .with respect to 

; such paroel. . .

Seotion 9. All affidavits offilingy publicatlonypqetingy 

mailing or other acts required by this statute; in connection- . 

with an aotion to foreclose liens shall be filed in the offloe 

■■ of the clerk of the diet riot eourt for the dlrisionihwhi^h' ;

' the property subject to euch lien is situated and ehail, to- . - •.

: gather with all other documents required by this statute to 

be filed in the office euch cleric* constitute and become a part 

of the judgment roll in such, foreclosure action. /

• Section 10, If a  duly verified anewerts served ■upon the 

: Attorney General within the, period specified in Section 8, the
* t \ ‘ - ’ r*.' . - J;

court shall forthwith hear and determine the issues, raised by 

‘the complaint and answer in the same manner and under the same - 

rules as it hears and determines other actions, except as in 

this, Aot otherwise provided, ■■ Upon such, trihl, proof that the 

report required by Seotion 4 of this Act was filed when due or 

that the penalty was paid, together with, any interest which



may* have been due, shall constitute a  complete defense. /When­

ever an anewer la interposed as herein provided, the defendant 

shall hate an absolute might to the severance of the action as . 

to^any parcel or parcels of land in •which he has ah interest, 

upon written demand therefor filed ■with or made a p v t  of his 

answer, ... ;

Section 11, It Shall not be necessary for the plaintiff'

to plead or prove the various steps, prooedurea and notices
*  * • '  •     • /  ^  .. ;

for the assessment Of the penalties or other lawful charges; . 

against the lands set forth in the list of delinquent penalties 

and. all suoh penalties or other lasfttl charges and the H e n  / 

thereof shall be presumed to be valid, A. defendant alleging 

any irregularity in the lien muat particularly specify in his 

answer such irregularity and muat affirmatively establish such 

defense. The provisions of this Act shall apply to and be valid 

and effective with respect to all defendants even though one 

or more of them be infante, incompetents, absentees or non­

residents of the territory of Alaska.

Section 12. The court - shall have full ‘power to determine 

and enforce in all respects the priorities, rights, claims, 

and demands of the several parties to said action as the same 

shall exist according to lav, including the priorities, rights, 

Claims and demands of the defendants as between themselves, 

and in a  proper ocas to direct a  sale of such lands and the ; 

distribution or other disposition of the proceeds of the sale. 

Uhere an answer has been Interposed by a  party as to any parcel 

included in the list of delinquent penalties, if the eourt shall' 

determine that such party has any right* title,;-'■Interest,/claim* 

lien, or equity of redemption in.'such, parcel, the court shall 

H. B. Ho.-  __ . - e  -
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make a final judgment directing the sale of such parcel, 

ncle directed hy the court shall he a  public auction by the1 

land Commissioner. Public notice thereof shall he given once 

a  seek fbr at least three successive weeks in a- nevsnapef«• K. ., t ■ .1̂  • *:

published in the judicial division, end shall he posted In a 

oonspiouous place at the United States post offioe nearestthi 

land to, he sold, The description iof the parcel offered for 

•sate in such notice shall be that oontained in the list of 

delinquent penalties “with suoh other description, if any* as 

the oourt nay direct. In directing any conveyance pursuant 

to this Act* the judgment shalJL direct the Land Commissioner 

to prepare and execute a deedj conveying title to. the parcel 

or parcels concerned, Upon the execution of such deed, the 

grantee shall bs seized of an estate in fee i n ’such parcel 

and all persons including, the territory of Alaska, infants* 

inooMpetente, absentees and nonresidents who may have had any 

right, title, Interest, claim, lien or equity of redemption ir 

or upon such parcel shall be barred and forever foreclosed of 

all such right, title, interest, olaim* H e n  or eotiity of re^

deBption* . - v";

Seotion 15. The court shall make a final judgment afford­

ing to the Territory of Alaska the possession of any parcel 

described in the list of delinquent penalties not redeemed as 

provided in this Act, and td Which no answer is interposed as
'* ' • __ -r . -.t ■ *.

provided herein, in addition, such Judgment shall contain a 

direction to the Land Commissioner to prepare., execute and. 

to he recorded, a  deed conveying to the Territory full and
* ' • /  • ■: ’>■ • J-* -' -V

lete title to euoh lands. Upon the execution of euqh deeds, 

the Territory shall he^eeiced of a h  estate in fee in suoh land,
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•  . •>** *

and all persona including' infants, incompetents, absentees and 

nonresidents who may bars had any right* title, interest, claim, 

lien or equity of redemption in or npon auoh lands shell, he 

barred forever and foreclosed of all auoh. right, title and 

interest*, oleim* lien or. equity of redemption. - ' j : - ; ' ;■
* -i V ' • \  •

Seotion 14* Any party acquiring title to premises under 

and pursuant to the terms aiid provisions of this A c t  Bhall be . 

entitled to be put into possession as if suoh party had Obtained 

a judgment in action for forcible entry and detainer of sUch 

property. , -X

Seotion 16. In lieu of prosecuting an aotion to foreclose : 

a lien on any • paroel pursuant to this Aot-, the (territory may 

acoept a conveyance of the interest of any person having any 

right, title* Interest, Claim, lien or eauity of redemption 

in or to auoh .parcel.

Seotion 16. She Board of Administration Bay authorise 4 

the Land Oommlssioner ,to. sell, lease or otherwise administer 

all property to which the (territory may obtain title under the 

provisions of this Act. Proceeds derived from suoh saleB shall 

be remitted to the Treasurer and by him deposited Into the 

general fund of the (territorial,Treasury.
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