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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OP ALASKA.

I

I
For an Act enti

•  N.

TWENTY-FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL ' -

"An Aot providing for the ohlling ana.

holding of a  Constitutional Convention, 

the ratification of a Oonailtution* the{ ' * ' ■ i .
eleotlon of State Officers1, and for 

other purposes.*

B E  IT ENAOTED $ Y  THE LEGISLATURE OF TIJE TERRITORY OP ALASKA I

All citizens of the United States- who are' 

qualified to vAte for representatives of the Terjritorial 

Legislature of Alanka are hereby authorized to. vote for and

Seotion 1 .

choose e, having the aaae qualifications.,

constitutional? oonvontion In said Territory. The convention 

•hall consist bf tventy-sipc delegates apportioned among the 

several judioilal divisions of Alaeka aa follows! First 

judlolal division, six delegatee; second Judicial division,

three delegatee; third Judlqlal division, ten delegates;* * I
fourth Juiioinl division, five aelegatesf>nd~t

he chosen at large froty the entire Territory 

The Governor of Alaska shall, within*thirty days after
I * '

the approval of thleAct, issue a  proclamation*
election of. s’toh delegates to be held at a time 

the proolamatton within eight months after the
j •" ' * - * '

and p r O v i & A g  also for preceding primary election

C ■..

and for flllnjs by independent or nonparty cand i
proclamation shall he ieeued at least two months-prior to

dates,., w h i c h
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holding: said primary election, anil five months

before the [date of election of suoh delegates. She nomin ation, 

filing, and eleotion of each delegates shall he oonduoted, the’ 

returns made, the results ascertained; end the oertlfloates-of 

persons elected to such convention issued'in,the; same manner, 

as nearly its is practicable as is prescribed b y  the lavs

nominations and elections of members of the% . . .  ■ | - . . . . .  .
Xerritorlyd. legislature of Alasha. ij • ! I .

Seotibjj 3. The delegates to the convention so’

shall meet at the capital of said Territory ̂ on the first

Xuesday following, ‘the blnetieth day after their election^ for; ■ - ji . l . < • "  r- '
a session of not to emceed seventy-five days, and after -

- ■’ i" S ■ "■ :
organisation shall declare on behalf of the people of the • ft '
proposed ,8’;ate that they adopt the Constitution of the
United Sta ies, whereupon the said convention shall form a

• *  ' ] ’ - . ..

constitution and State government for the proposed State,

* The qpnatltution shall- be republioan in form,- shall 

msfce-no distinction in civil or politioai rights on aSeonnt; . 

of race or oolor, and shall not be repugnant.to the Constitu­

tion of the United States ahd the prinoiple| b f  the peclararr, 

tlon of Independence. Said Convention shell provide, by . 

Ordinance* irrevocable witboct the oohsent of the.United 

States and the people of said State: 6 .

First!. That perfect freedom of religious worship shall 

be eeoured, and that np inhabitant of said State/shall ever 

be molested. Id person or property on aocouni^ of hie or her 

mode of religious worship.

Second, That no taxes shall'be imposed
- *  i *

I , .  _

uporulandi or property therein belonging toif
I - Z  ■

by the State 

or which may
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hereafter jbe acqulredhy the United States o 

Its as®! tjat nothing hereint or In the, ordii 

provided for, shall preclude the said State 

other lands and other property are-taxed, a ny lands tjad other

h e r e i n '■

from taxing, as

property aimed or held by any native outside

reservation unless othemd.se prohibited by congress.

of a. native

t Said Territory
V  '• *

State and all -

V*

r 

0
front sectarian

Shirqy. Ihat the•debts and liabilities o
, , i

of Alaska ahall be assumed end paid b y  said 

debts owed to said Territory of Alaska shall be ooll^ote^L b y

■aid state* *

Fourth. That provision shall be made fo 

and nalntsnattoe of a system of public shoool 

open to all ohlldren of said State and .fre.e 

oontrol.

Fifth* That all provisions of this jfqt

or powers to the United States,, as irell as tjhose prescribing
*  *

the terms or conditions of the grants of lands or other

'property herein made to said State, Are cons
* r'

by said State and Its people.
■ *  t .

Sixth. That the lands and other properlty belbnging to 

oitizene af the .United States residing witho 

Shall never b y  taxed at a higher rate than the' lands and 

other property belonging to residents thereof. •

Seotion 3,> After a  constitution and-State government 

have been [formed In compliance with the provI)
Aht, the cjonvention forming the. same shall p 

ordinance for submitting said constitution, for .ratification- 

or re jection, to the people of said proposed State at an

■ m

ut said State

election to be held at a date to be fixed by

islons of this'

said convention,

* -t|

! .
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which shall be not leap than seventy-five non more than one 

hundred, days from the date of its adjournment, ’at which •1 - - . ' . i . " ■
election- the citizens of paid, propcsed State who are qualified 

to vote for menbera of the territorial Legislature of Alaska 

shall rote directly for or against the proposed constitution 

and. for ©if against any provisions separately submitted;; the 

returns of said election shall be made to ttie Governor-of 

Alaska, who shell oause the same to be oanvaeaed by the 

canvassing board of the territory of Alaska in the manner 

nOw provided by law for the canvass of vote 3' oast in general 
territorial elections, and if a  majority of the Totes oast 

on that question shall be for the oohstitutLon, the Qovernor 

of the territory of Alaska shall, within thirty days, issue 

a  proolamltion for-tha election of all Stats and .other officers 

provided for in said constitution including,members of the ■ 

State legislature, said eleotion to take plioe not earlier 

than two months nor later than six months a ftfer the date of 1 
issuance of said proclamation b y  the Govern aisj.

Seotion 4.
p. %

The constitutional convention shall

ordinance provide that in case of ratifloat ion of the const!— }

tution b y ,,the-people an eleotion shall be held at the time 

named in the - proclamation of the Governor- of said Territory 

hereinbefore provided, at which eleotion officera for a full

State government, inoluding a governor, members of the State* ■ ' - *

legislature, one- Representative,,and two Senators in the ’ 

Co'ngress t‘f the United States to be eleoted 

said State, and such other officers as the 

prescribe! shall be chosen b y  the qualified
, vi - ' ‘ ■'**'

Unless the* constitutional oonvention shall

%* , • -  4 -  • ’ .;

S i
at large from

‘ * ■ *

constitution shall 

voters of Alaska.-
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otherwise provide, suoh;, election, and an antecedent primary 

election,; shall be held, and the returns the
■ V-.

reef made, can-

I ■:
tbs Governor of

rassed, a n d  certified b y  the oanTassing boaid, in the same
* **■ i» ■

manner, a» nearly as practicable, as i s  c o w  prescribed b y  _ 

l a w  for the nomination, filing, and eleotior., a n d  oanyass 

and certification of election Of Territorial offloers and 

members of J the Territorial legialhiftire, 

and other dffioprs and members' of the State legislature and 

a Repreaaniatlve "and Senators i n  the Oongreiis of the United 

State* shall be so eleoted dnd the returns thereof 

canvassed’, and certified as herein provided, 

said Territory shall Certify the result of

I ■' /-
the President of' the U n i t e d .States, and the 

a n d  Senators from said State in the Congress of the United* ’ ; - ' r : - 7 '■ ■ - 7 * -
States so elected and certified shall thereupon present-' 

themselves i n ^ * d ^ W U S t t  of Representatives juid Senate of. the'

United Stages and take.-their seats therein*( ' '*]■W
admission of Alaska as a  State as
ii * * . • • ■ •

* . 4 ■» <

a n d  upon' election a n d  qualification of the officers of the 

State government formed in .pursuance of and in aooo'rdanoe 

W i t h  thp provisions of said» oonstitutigp, spid officers Shall

forthwith proceed to exorcise ail of the du
A * *  ■* 1 *. -

o f  their respective offices; and all of the• : *  . ■
the Territory of Alaska at the tihe of adm: ■tt! , -

State into} the Union shall be and continue I n  f u U  foroe and 

effect*throughout said’ State except as modified dr- ohanged 

b y  thi s  Aojjt, or b y  the1 ooustitution of the 

thereafter! modified or ohanged b y  the legis

;±es and functions.
■ ' ' / - ' f 7‘;.

, or ass 1 * ■
lature of the

Aijl of the laws of the United States
[ ■ * . ~

§ mm
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Inapplicable shall h q \re the eame foroe

» "* .' * * • , *
State as elsewhere within the United States 

Seotipn 5. The sum of $100,000, or so inuoh thereof as 

n a y  he neoSssafy, is hereby authorized to bp appropriated,

’I*r i

out of any }money in. the Treasury of the T er 

hot Otherwise appropriated, for defraying the expenses of the 

eleotlons provided f o r  in this A o t  and of the convention,, and 

f o r  the payment of the members and offioers and* employees 

thereof unc.er the same rules and.regulation3 and at the same 

rates as are n o w  provided b y  I p w  for the p a r e n t  of the 

Territorial Legislature of the Territory of Alaska, and the 

disbursements of the money appropriated b y  this seotion Shall■ ; . _ ‘ ■ v : . : ■ *-'■
be made b y  the secretary of the Territory of Alaska, 7 -

Seotijon 6. No Writ, aotion, indictment, cause, or p ro­

ceeding pending in the 'district Court for the Territory ofL ..Alaska on the date- when. said Territory shall become a'

‘and no oasfc pending in a n  appellate court upon appeal from 

the District Court for the Territory of Alaska a t  the time 

said Territory shall beoorae a  State', shall abate b y  the 

admission o f  the St a t e ' of Alaska into the Union, but the

same shall 

provided*

All o

be

Lvil*oausea of aotion and all criminal offenses

as

r

rlor to the ad—w h i o h  shall have arisen o r  been 
*sr . |

mission ofjsaid State, b u t  as to w hioh no suit, action.or 

prosecution shall be pending at the date of 

shall be subject' to proseoutlon in the appropriate State 

courts or in the United States District Court for the District

0L •

C • * £,
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i jhfxL "been created 

o the aoorual of 

uch. offenses; and 

* been committed

United States

right of appellate review, as if said State 

and said oourts had been established prior, t 

said oauael of aotion or the commissionof e
* ' t

suoh. of said criminal offenses as shall have

against the latfe'of the Territory shall he .tried and punished
* .■ * 

b y  the appropriate' oourts of said State, and suoh as shall ̂ p 9 . . f*
■** ' T

have been pommitted against the laws of the
’ *. j ■ *■ * - '4 -

shall be tried and punished in the United Btatee District 

Court for the'District of Alaska.

Seotion 7. All appeals andfwrits of error taken from 

the District Court for the Territory' of Alaska to the Supreme 

Uourt of the United States or the United States Circuit Court 

of'Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, previous So the admission 

of Alaska as a State, shall be prosecuted ti> final determina­

tion as though this Aot h|ul not been passed. All oases in 

Whioh final Judgment has been rendered in sjich district

court, and in» whioh • appeals or writs of errpr might he h a d

exoept fori the admission of suoh 
&■

out, taken, and proseonted to the Sux^eme Cpurt of the 

United States or the United States CjJrouit bourt of A p p e l s

d BtatpS, ;0r  the

for the Ninth Circuit under the provisions b f  

\awi and 4  ere held and determined in like jmanner; 

either easfe, the Supreme Court of the Unite 

United States Girouit Court of Appeals, in 

reversal, shall remand the said cause" to either the State 

supreme court or other final appellate court of said Stat.

or the Unitpd States dlstriot court for said distriot, as
j ■»! « ’■  ̂ / v

the case may requires PROVIDED, That the time allowed b y

existing ia-f for appeals and* write of error from

&
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court for said Territory shall not be enlarged thereby, andJ 1 | i
all appealf arid writs of error not sued out*
judgments dn^ssiott of s

k withinf
United .Btatps .:

strict. Court

f said court at the time 'of the a<

State shall be taken within six months from

Seoti< in 8. All onuses pending in the District Court ’for 

the Territory of Alaska at the timri of the sdmission of 

Alaska as a  State which are of Such nature as to 

the jurisdiction of a district court of the 

shall be transferred to the United States Dfi 

for the District of Alaska for final disposition. All pother* Pe *
causes pending in the district for the Terri■ *
at .the time of the admission of Alaska as a

to the appropriate State court cjf Alaska, 

final Judjrijienta and decrees rendered upon sc .oh transferred 

oases in the United States District -Court fci?I) .■ • ■ *

of Alaska may be reviewed b y  the Supreme Cotrt of the* *
States or b y  the Unlied States Circuit' Court of

transferred

of Alaska 

State shall

the same ajfuanar as la now provided by- law with reference 

the judgments and decree# in existing Dnitec. States district 

court#* r  j.

d  Sections* Jurisdiction of all cases pending or deter* 

mined in tie. District Court for the Territory of Alaska not 

transferred jto the United States District Court for trie Die-* 

trlot of A  LaekL shell devolve upon and be exercised by the 

courts of original Jurisdiction created by said State, -Which 

shall be deemed to be the auooessor of the ■District Court

for the Territory of Alaska with respeot to 

transferred end, as suoh, shell take and re 

all reoorda, dookets, Journals, and files o

crises not so 

tain custody Of. 

:^4 dh'OdUntS :

-  8  -
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pertaining tc/suofc oassa. The files and pax
. j .

So tranefezred to the United States district

.r

J:

-#

Tv,-

crises

with a  trar script of all hook entries 4fO complete the record
in suoh particular oases So 

manner trar 

Seotic!

s

to said district court, 

n 10. All oasSs

the Territory of Alaska at the time said Teirltory becomes

a  State no 

for the D U

eourt..* ■ '
.1 be in like

transferred to the United States District Court 

of Alaska shall be prooeedSd with and deter-.

mined, b y  ttte courts created by said State, with* the right
1  ■' . ' : i- . ■ '• ; I V v>- v-v-

to prosecute appeals or writs of error to the appellate courts

created by [said State, and also with the same right to pro-

seoute appeals or writs of error from the final determination,

iri.stii? oatises made b y  ithe oonrt of last report created by

suoh State to the Supreme'Court of the United States, as now* ' * * ' * 'j F ■ '

provided .by law for appeals arid writs of error from

oourt of last resort of a  State to

United States. / ’ v
i. :

Seotion 1 1. All Aots of parts .of Acts

Supreme Court of the

in conflict with

the is of, this Aot are hereby repealed.
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