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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRIK‘ORY OF AI:ASKL

| ONENTY-FIRST SESSTON S
A BILL | .
For an dct entitled: “in Aot relating *ta pub]:ic and Terr:!.torial
lands, establishing 'a Territorial .
Department of Public Lands, cxréaf_:”ing _th_; } :
Office of Land Commisaioner; prescribing" B
powers and duties of the I.and Commissiomr“-v B
transferring certain records and statutonyrg
duties to the Land COmnissionar, and- making
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ‘I'HE ‘I'ERRIIORY oF ALASK!.: o
Ssotion 1. There is heredby created thu Departmnt or T
Fublic Lunds of the Territory of Alsska. ~ ~ -~ - .« L
gegtion 2. There is hero'by created and establighad withil.n
seid depiartuent of Public Lands th« Office of Land COmmiss:Loner.
section 3. The Land Gomiasioner shali have 2 knowledge of
public lands matters and & background of experiance in B oi )
more of the touowtng fields: appraisemsnf., f:axation, pnbue - -
land Taw, land registration, or Land or Public Sm:wy orﬂice . i
procedures or sdministration, He' shal:z‘. be : appointed so:Lely on

the grounds of fitness to pexfprm the dutfes of the offie. q
Bectlion 4. (a) The Land comissioner shall ba appointed

by the Govarner of the Territory of Alaska by and with the S
conzant of the majority of both houus of.' tha uuska Legis‘iature
in Joint gesclon assembled. : ' EER :

(b) In the event of & ucancy in ‘-;ha Office ot Land




Commissionar, s successor siall be appointed to ser‘!'a ;'m: the

balance of the unexplred tnm. Ie such vacahey oceurs lhile ’
the Legislature 4% not in session, the appointngnt shall - b made -
by the Governor and the person so appointed slull hola nifice:

(1) if such appointment is cunrirued,bx the |
Legislature at its next regtilap or special scssj.en, tor the

btlunct of the unexp;trad ternt. _ o
(2) ir the Iizislnture at its naxt rggular or.
spacial gexsion refuses to M the nppointmnt until a -
person nominated by the Goverpor and eonriruea bx the I;egislamn; '_ -
qualitiu .ror the office. . ' ' ‘ Es

(=) The mbove prdvistons éoncernmg a "
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- Yaxancy or interim sppointment ahall-apply to t:he extent N
applicable to the inltial nppointnent of a Lend cOmmissioner‘ -
Secticn 5. (a) Except for the ;rirst appointmnt ar :
hereinaf ter provided the tem of affice of: the Land comissioner
shall be four years, but any person duly appointed and. qualified 1
shall hold office until his snccessor is appointed and quaiiﬁed.' '
"(b) The first Land Comalssioner shall be- appointed on .

the effective date of this Act, or as saoh. thereafter: as: _.
practiosble for a term ending March 31; 1957, end a Commiss 1onerf;j;;
shall thereafter be uppointed or mappainted for cach succeeding
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] xonr-ynw peried. _ L
Section 6. The salary of the Land Gommissioner shall ber N i

¥ gz o) T
$12;006:00 per annum, payable in equal nonthly iastanmnts. o f

Ssction 7. Prioxz to entering upon the pcrformggie bf h:is -
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dutles the Iaund. couiuioner shall execute ap‘surety W bond | E
to the anritory in the sum of $100 000 conditioned ﬁpon faitmg/ .

shonestyrahé~depariiel performance of his duties .u,z_xdpr this &nfé____
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and upon pronpt and falthfal a.ccounting for all monies
aollected by Him or his deputies, assistants; omployaes or,
agants. The said bond shall be approved by the ‘;L‘erritorigl o
Tregsurer and filed 1n. the offica of ‘the Térfitoﬁél&uditor.- :
Tae premtum upon said bond shall be payable from eny ;ion:igs o
aprropriated for operation of the Departméfxt of Public T:ahdé.;
Section B. The principal office of the Land cqmmissioner,.»”

oy Hutalioh va *w-*ff:éw‘*“

shall b a-tnblishtd lmd locat:ad 1n the capi-taa.-—of-'-

. ;.:‘.,.-‘.¢_ R #‘ AV g_u.; .- e qn‘“unmvf

!mi‘l:ary“’ur‘“ln:h. suuh. branch orrices .as are easential N
for the efficient administration of this Aoﬁ may be established
at other plazes in the Territory. . )
Section 9« The Land Com:l.s;ioner“}hall be the certifying ;
officer for the Department of Publie Lands and as sush is#ere’by N
authorized to approve youchers for disbnréénent of ﬁchios’ ‘

appropriated for sald Defmrtunt:. He shall be the executive RN
and administrativa head of the Dapartmnt of Public Lands. _~'
addition to supervining all necessary administrat:ive duties and

| exarcising the powers necessary to carrying ont the m'ovisions o
of thls dct, Ineluding the power to ‘appelnt, rez;:om‘ and. i‘ix K :. -

the compensation of dcputias, assistants, employoes and agents
of said Department, he shall be rasponsiblo for and is heroby

S

~ authorized and directed to p.nro“ ‘the fonm‘mg auties:. < h

" (a) 'The Commigsioner ix hereby charged with tha
siministraticn of, and leasing jurisdiction over, -those 1ands
ruarv.d for the support of ‘connon schoo:l.s ‘in the Territory
by nm ‘Aot of 'Congress apprond l{arch 4, 1915 (38 stat. 1214, -
48 U.8.C, 353), ar amended. 7o this.end the conmissioner shall -

L possess all of the powers and porrom all of ’che duties, grmteaf 1

or enjoined upon the Governor of Alaska by sections 37-2-78 1;9
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47-2-31, inclusive, ACTA 1949, and all suclx powers ’s.niifdiities»'

and current J:ecords relating thereto are hereby transferred
from the Governor to the Iend Gomissioner. C
el Pending submission t:o the 22nd Alaska Legislature

lands, whether owned b;r or xasurved to tha Territory or Llaska,

shall be entered inte for a longer term ti;an twn years, exoap‘h }gj\"
on a substantial showing that a longer term will ba Glearly. 1r ¢ \5“

AL By Ll den o, i iR ewr»iv 3‘
the public intersstil I.aa.saa haraa.fter 8o grante(i fox- 2 t'no :

year terz or less shall croate ,an squi‘l;a,ble right in ‘l:he lessee
(subject to a showing by hinm, aa‘bisi’aetory to the Tand". o
Commissicner, of compliance with terns of the 1easa) which
right shell entitle the lessee, on application,E to reneu such
lease under then sxisting law and regulations cqvering/ the,

leasing of lands owned by or reserved %o said Terzsitory. The
renewal right here awthorized shall, once only, be aVailable
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to such lessees on x preference basis befare the 1am thereto— .

fére 0 leased shall be available to othera. F‘rom the date or
angctimant hereor leases here uontemplated and enhere& intp by
sald Iorri.tory a8 lessor i‘or a2 term’ of two years ox’ Iess shall

eontain :pproprigte hnsuage fo. inform the lesaee of the -

provisions of ‘thig subgection. -

(b) The Commiszgioner is hEraby au‘bhorizeﬁ and’ &imctedﬁ;-

to act i‘or and on behalf of the Tarritory‘ mh xespect to ‘the

disposal of materisls by the United States from lands wi‘thdremy‘

in ald of said Territory, such disposal and such- mterials to

‘ be, for purposes of thix uction, as prescribad b}' an act of ’ _
c’on;rus upproved July 31, 1947 (51 sta.t 681, as. amenﬂa&‘ "-f -
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81l Zand r!zi:tra.tton racords nsnmhle& pursuant to aect:lous .
22-2-1, to 22-a~18, 1ne1us£vo, ACEA 19149 and Chapter 106

~“*

. o

43 USCA 1185-1188).. Tt is the intent and purpose of thia ',-m E0
section to snable said !erritcry ‘o consent tn such diaposgis
and to aomply with said Act of congress by empowering the
Conmissioner to. sct thars\mder for said ’,I.'arri‘tory. v ' Tt
{¢} The Ctmlissionar is hareby dire¢ted to ascartain L
Alaska's 1iew or indemnity land entitlemsnt wader the = . |
regervation oreatsd by an Act of G‘ongress approved Harch 4,
1915 (38 Stat« 12145 48°U.S.C. 353, as amended, under any '* .
atier reservation or grant heretofors or hereafter wade, and to ‘
maintaln & continning record of nuch liav. Zland entitlement O

toward giving early effect to selection of lleu or :*.ndemuity :‘;
lands as furthexr }:rovidug 'ror in Section 131 (d) hareof i LA‘ n‘gs

B &1 7,1‘.#: of Far

(d) »faha Cottmissionerds-homeby-diseched Lo asccrtain J“;__{’ §
2 [

nhction heretofore made and utit:l.ement yet to be selected i
under an Aot of Congrass appraved Janwary 2k, 1929 (45- stat. S
1091} granting one ‘hundred thousand acres of Iand to the :

Tarritory for the ugze and bonefit of Mriaultm mﬁega

and Gehaok of. foea (osw the Univarai‘ty 01‘ Alaska,) and‘ to
s

Initiate uppro;:rinte arrangemntéf};uth the Baard of ‘Begents or . "._‘ .
" the University of Alaska, Mthwmmmﬂf"tha <Izrtari—qr

to mm&mwm ‘bﬁzﬁheﬂfulkmnz_be N
effestrnted. The conissiomr 1n,complying xith this p::ovisionﬁ '
shall cocperats with said Bo;rd of Ragenta by making a*iailable -
t¢ seld Board his facilities, coupaei and pia:.'sonuefl.,E and other~ g
wize as said Board acting dindex thn anthor:lty of secti;in 3?-10-—13 '
ACLA 1949 msy requést. - . RN
Section 10. The Land G’onmi;aianer shali hava custady :;/ :

o~
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Session Laws of Alasks 1949, srd tha ftax commissioner is
hereby directed to transfer such records to the I.and SEIERES
Compisgionor. The Land comsaioner shall hue aecess to
those records in the ‘.ttrritorixl Departnont o :L‘axation
pertaining to or arising rron the levying of & general pxoperty
tex pursuant to Chapter 10, Sessioh Laws of Alasks 1949, and
o suck othor public records as may relate fso his du“c:tes as DR

s

set forth in this ket. ' R .
Section 11. In sadition to obhor dubies hezein enumera.ted, :

+he Land comasionur 13 hereby directed %o prepave propns’ed [
Tegislation for submission to the 22nd RegtﬂarvSession of tne, e

asd ey ,-u-,.rbv A Ay

Alaske Ilcxislature,ﬁto provide adeguate ztatutofy cbvexfage to
meet Alaska's present and imdia‘l:ely roreseea,ble feeds

appropriate to & pubiic land agency's mnction, and o ena‘bie
the Territory to dizcharge itk respo::sibilities in t!‘m?: .t'ield.‘ :

conn;nl.&t g nax&nnu?uxptnﬂfturuﬁbr-!!rrﬁbor&elnfunéspx&&notw o O
Loexueed-$37500e00y- Such proposed legislation .shall 5.nclude, :

‘axong other xuhjecta, provision for:

{a) Cuntralized adlunistrat‘ign of a’ll lands, Owned
. by or reserved to or for the benefit of t:he Tarritory, other ,
© tthan thoste dwned ror a specific continuing and limited purpose'-.*-- '

such ax Tarr:ltorial schoOl si‘t:es, public building si’ces,
airports, etc., and which are oontroued or adminiateraa ¥y
another agency of Territorial government for purpose diraetly

' releted to the function of such ugency.

(b)Y lu:pra!&.umni;t leasing and sala provisions SEINES PN
covering landa ownad or to be. acquired ’by thc Territory and, _
to the axtent applicable, covering lands resarved ‘by the: United
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. whareby lleu erititlexent &ttaches to 1a.nds resarved or granted ¥

" shall fnclude speciffcally the authority to accept inlthe: name

Stttu to or for the bonarit of the Territoryj or: to any agencyt;_\.
or lawful activity of tha Territory. : : : : -

(c} Escheated raal proparty f.o be adninistered by
the Iorritory, including prov:ision for lease or Sale, in mazmar
ax nearly conformable ms practicable to proposals made .t'or .
adsinistretion of other Territorial lands, ' e

(d)" Selecting and claiming li&u or inddmni‘by lands
trom the United States, under provisions of applica‘ble 1aw }: ‘_

to or for the benefit of the Tarritory. : - e
(e} Selacting lards which may be grantad by the

United States to the State of Alaska pursuant to ag.tgzehooa

R htaen, -*'s-umuiw“ 2

__

~“fection 12.“ The Iaand COmniSSionar :[s hereby cmpuuere& tO

accept, in the name of the Territory of Alaska, by deed of same,‘_""h. ’
gitt or devise, or by Judgment or operation of lew wny 1ands of -

whatsoever nature; to accapt in the name of said Texritory, . g
and within the Limits of applicible law to exercise administrati‘#;-

Jurisdiction over, lands grented, transferred or reservea to or | e

for the benefit of the said men-itory by the United Statas ?;
2k i T ‘ "“l’ &

any 1natrunenta11ty thersof; sxcept that '.
be constroed to- dcprive the Board of Begenta of the Univarsity _
of Alaska of any of its existing duties, functir)ns or pouers. o o
The suthority conferyed on the Commissioner by ,this,_s_eqtipn@_,
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