ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SENATE TRANSPORTATI ON STANDI NG COW TTEE
March 7, 2017
1:30 p. m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Bert Stednan, Chair
Senat or Anna MacKi nnon
Senator Cick Bishop
Senator David WI son
Senat or Denni s Egan

VEMBERS ABSENT
Al'l nenbers present
COW TTEE CALENDAR
SPONSOR SUBSTI TUTE FOR SENATE BI LL NO. 50
"An Act relating to fees for the sale or installation of studded
tires; and providing for an effective date.”
- MOVED SB 50 QUT OF COW TTEE
CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG

State Board of Marine Pilots
Ron Ward

- CONFI R(VATI ON ADVANCED
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: SB 50

SHORT TITLE: | NCREASE STUDDED TI RE FEE
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) G ESSEL

02/ 06/ 17 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

02/ 06/ 17 (S) TRA, FIN

02/ 15/ 17 (S) SPONSOR SUBSTI TUTE | NTRODUCED- REFERRALS
02/ 15/ 17 (S) TRA, FIN

02/ 23/ 17 (S) TRA AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

02/ 23/ 17 (S) Heard & Hel d

02/ 23/ 17 (S) M NUTE( TRA)

SENATE TRA COW TTEE -1- March 7, 2017



03/ 07/ 17 (S) TRA AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
W TNESS REG STER

SENATOR CATHY G ESSEL

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SB 50.

RON WARD, Capt ain

Sout hwest Al aska Pilots

Honer, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as an appointee to the Board of
Marine Pil ots.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1: 30: 52 PM

CHAIR BERT STEDMAN called the Senate Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:30 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators Egan, WIson, and Chair Stedman. Senators
MacKi nnon and Bi shop arrived shortly thereafter.

SB 50- | NCREASE STUDDED Tl RE FEE

1:31: 15 PM
CHAI R STEDMAN announced the consideration of SB 50. It was
previously heard on February 23 and included public testinony.

1:31:59 PM
SENATOR CATHY G ESSEL, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of SB
50, related that the bill would increase an already existing fee

for studded tires to $50 per tire for a new studded tire or a
used tire in which studs were inserted. She stated that the
purpose of the bill is to help fund the cost of the damage
studded tires do to roads, exenmplified by ruts which are
danger ous.

CHAIR STEDMAN noted the presence of Senators McKinnon and
Bishop. He asked if any conmittee nenbers had questions
concerning the bill.

1: 32: 54 PM
SENATOR EGAN noved to report SB 50 from commttee wth
i ndi vi dual recomrendati ons and attached fiscal notes.

SENATOR W LSON obj ect ed.

SENATE TRA COW TTEE - 2- March 7, 2017



SENATOR W LSON voiced concern about having a rate increase
wi t hout knowi ng where the tax would go and how it would benefit
Al askans. He said the higher traffic roads are where the ruts
occur, but having a broad user tax fee that would benefit a
smal |l population is not equitable. He said he is ok with a
slight increase in the tire fee, but going from $5 to $50 seens
high. The Ilack of conclusive data is also a concern. He
concl uded that he cannot support SB 50.

SENATOR W LSON renoved his objection

CHAIR STEDVMAN found no further objection and SSSB 50 was
reported fromthe Senate Transportation Standing Conmtt ee.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG

1:34:52 PM

CHAI R STEDMAN announced the final order of business would be a
confirmati on hearing on Ron Ward for the Board of Marine Pilots.
He noted that Captain Ward was appoi nted by Governor Wal ker on
March 1, 2017, to the Board of Marine Pilots. He asked Captain
Ward to share his professional expertise and wllingness to
serve on the Board.

He noted the hearing will not bind comrittee nenbers to any
future votes they may or may not take.

1:35:31 PM

RON WARD, Captain, Southwest Alaska Pilots, testified as an
appointee to the Board of Marine Pilots. He described his
background, work history, and affiliation with the Southwest
Al aska Pilots. He noted he has been a pilot wth Sout hwest since
1997. He started training in 1993 and becane a full pilot in
2000. He has attended Board of Marine Pilots since 1993 when he
first noved to Alaska. Prior to that he was a tanker captain for
17 years transporting Alaska crude oil from the Trans Al aska
Pipeline in Valdez. He becane a pilot in 1997 with Southwest
Al aska Pil ots.

CAPTAIN WARD said he is very conmtted to the mssion of the
Board of Marine Pilots - protecting the Al askan environnent and
pronoti ng safe commerce. He has been a nenber of the Anchorage
Port Conm ssion at various tines the last five or six years. He
is the Vice President of the Cook Inlet Safety Commttee
pronoti ng best practices for comerce in Cook Inlet. He has been
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a licensed mariner since 1980, a licensed unlimted master since
1989, and piloting in the state since 1997.

CHAI R STEDVMAN assumed he was willing to serve because he applied
to do so.

CAPTAIN WARD said he is eager to serve and honored to have been
nom nat ed.

1: 38: 08 PM
SENATOR MACKI NNON requested that he state when he was re-
licensed as an unlinted master mari ner

CAPTAIN WARD clarified that it was in 1991.
SENATOR MACKI NNON asked about the |icensed marine pilot date.

CAPTAIN WARD agreed it was 1977 to present. He explained that he
received his deputy marine pilot Ilicense in 1997 and then
trained for three years and received his unlimted marine pilot
i cense in 2000.

CHAI R STEDVAN t hanked Capt ai n Ward.

1:40: 09 PM

SENATOR BISHOP nobved to advance the nanme of Ron Ward for
appointnment to the Board of Marine Pilots to the full nenbership
of the legislature in joint session for consideration and a
final vote. This does not reflect any intent by the nenbers to
vote for or against the confirmation of the individual during
any further sessions.

CHAI R STEDMAN found no objection and Captain Ward's nane was
forwarded for consideration by the full body.

1: 40: 49 PM

There being no further business to conme before the conmmittee
Chair Stedman adjourned the Senate Transportation Commttee at
1: 40 p. m
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