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01/ 18/ 17 (S) STA, FIN

03/ 23/ 17 (S) STA AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

03/ 23/ 17 (S Bill Hearing Postponed to 3/28/17
03/ 28/ 17 (S) STA AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
BILL: HB 78

SHORT TI TLE: | NDI GENOUS PEOPLES DAY
SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) WESTLAKE

01/ 25/ 17 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
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02/ 23/ 17 (S) Heard & Held
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W TNESS REG STER

VENDI SHACKELFORD, Appoi nt ee
Al aska Police Standards Council

Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as the public-nmenber appointee to
t he Al aska Police Standards Council.

DOUG LETCH, Staff
Senator Gary Stevens
Al aska State Legislature
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Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provi ded an overvi ew of SB 8.

SENATOR GARY STEVENS
Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SB 8.

REPRESENTATI VE DEAN WESTLAKE
Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 78.

ELI ZABETH MEDI Cl NE CROW Presi dent/ CEO

First Al askans Institute
Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

CONSTANCE MUNRO, Advocate

Al aska Native Sisterhood Canp
Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified

KATHERI NE HOPE, Advocate
Al aska Native Sisterhood Canp
Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified

ANNE FULLER, Advocate
Al aska Native Sisterhood Canp
Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified

E.J. DAVID, representing self
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified

SHAWN ARNOLD, Superi ntendent
Nome Public School s

Norme, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified

YATI BAEY EVANS, Native Education Director
Fai rbanks North Star Borough School

Fai r banks, Al aska
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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

3:32:31 PM

CHAIR M KE DUNLEAVY called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:32 p.m Present at the call to
order were Senators W/Ison, Egan, and Chair Dunl eavy.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG

Al aska Police Standards Counci

3:33: 08 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced that the committee would hear from
Wendi Shakel ford, the governor's public-nmenber appointee for the

Al aska Police Standards Council. He explained that the council's
mssion is to produce and mintain a highly trained and
positively not i vat ed pr of essi onal , capabl e of neet i ng

contenporary | aw enforcenent standards of performance.

He detailed that M. Shackelford was first appointed to the
council as a public menmber on July 27, 2016 and reappointed on
March 1, 2017. He disclosed that M. Shackelford's term wll
expire on March 1, 2021.

3:33:49 PM

VENDI SHACKELFORD, Appointee, Alaska Police Standards Council,
Anchorage, Al aska, provided her background information to the
commttee nenbers as follows:

| am a retired police officer with the Anchorage
Police Departnment where | served for 20 years. M
specialty during that tinme was crisis intervention
with folks experiencing significant nental-health
issues. | have been pretty involved in the ongoing
training of police officers during ny 20-year career
and now that I'mretired | have continued to do that
sort of support work training police officers wth
nmental -health-crisis intervention as well as peer
support and sel f-care.

3:33:54 PM
SENATOR G ESSEL joined the commttee neeting.

3:34:54 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY opened and cl osed public testinony.
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CHAI R DUNLEAVY read the follow ng statenent regarding conmmttee
appoi nt nent recommendati ons:

In accordance with AS 39.05.080, the Senate State
Affairs Comm ttee revi ened t he fol |l ow ng and
recommends the appointnment be forwarded to a joint
session for consideration: Wndi Shackelford for the
Police Standards Council. This does not reflect an
intent by any of the nenbers to vote for or against
the confirmation of the individual during any further

sessi ons.
3: 35: 38 PM
At ease.

SB 8- PED CONTRI BUTI ONS TO TRI BAL GOVERNMENTS

3:36: 22 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY called the commttee back to order. He announced
t he consi derati on of SB 8.

3:36:41 PM
DOUG LETCH, Staff, Senat or Gary Stevens, Al aska State
Legi sl ature, Juneau, Alaska, explained that SB 8 is straight-

forward legislation which will allow the federally recognized
tribal governnents in Alaska to receive contributions from the
per manent fund' s di vi dends t hr ough t he popul ar

"Pick.Cick.Gve." program He detailed that Senator Stevens
of fice was approached by the Kodiak tribal organizations for the
"Pick.Cick.Gve." idea a few years ago and other organizations
around the state have provided additional support as well. He
not ed that nobody has testified in opposition to the bill.

He disclosed that Al aska has nore than 200-federally-recogni zed-
tribal governnments that provide a variety of cul tural,
charitable and social services to their nenbers and comunities
t hroughout the state. He said like many nonprofits, financial
donations are a key conponent to the tribal organizations

budgets. He summarized that the addition of tribal organizations
to the "Pick.COick.Gve." program wll allow them the sane
opportunities that Al aska's charitable organi zations and
nonprofits enjoy by being a part of the program

He detailed that SB 8 wll allow the Al aska Departnent of

Revenue to add the state's federally-recognized governnents to
the "Pick.COick.Gve." program He noted that the federally-
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recogni zed governments will be subjected to the sane
"Pick.Cick.Gve." regulations and the $250 application fee that
is currently applied to program partici pants. He added that SB 8
has a zero-fiscal note because the progranis cost is borne by
the people that will take part in the program He noted that
since 2009, "Pick.Cdick.Gve." has nade it easier for Al askans
to help hundreds of nonprofits fulfill their mssions through
direct contributions through the permanent fund dividend (PFD).
He set forth that SB 8 will help tribal entities continue their
work in a new manner.

3:37:14 PM

SENATOR COGHI LL joined the commttee neeting.

3:39: 35 PM

SENATOR GARY STEVENS, Al aska State Legislature, Juneau, Al aska,
sponsor of SB 8, reiterated that the bill was submtted at the

request of native corporations to allow them to participate in
the "Pick.dick.Gve." program

SENATOR WLSON stated that he has a general concern or question
regarding the bill. He asserted that he is fine with the many
people that like to give their PFD to charities and the act is a
wonderful thing to do. He noted that depending on how the tri bal
courts are set up, he is concerned with children's rights. He
asked if there is a clause that does not allow a child's
custodian to give the child's PFD to a tribal organization.

MR. LETCH replied that he will get back to Senator WIlson with
addi tional information.

3:40: 57 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced that SB 8 will be held in commttee for
future consideration.

3:41: 06 PM
At ease.

HB 78-1 NDI GENOQUS PECPLES DAY

3:41: 34 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY called the commttee back to order and announced
t he consi derati on of HB 78.

3:41: 53 PM
REPRESENTATI VE DEAN WESTLAKE, Al aska State Legislature, Juneau,
Al aska, sponsor of HB 78, specified that the bill establishes
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the second Monday of October each year as "Indi genous Peoples
Day," the day that also recognizes "Col unbus Day." He noted that
the bill earlier addressed by the conmttee pointed out that
there are over 220 tribes in Alaska and HB 78 recogni zes those
native cultures and their rich history of working with everyone.
He nentioned that Governor Walker has proclainmed |ndigenous
Peopl es Day the second Monday of Cctober over the past two years
and the intent of the bill is to continue its observance.

3:42: 56 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY opened public and invited testinony on HB 78.

3:43: 23 PM

ELI ZABETH VEDI ClI NE CROW Pr esi dent / CEQ, Fi rst Al askans
Institute, Anchorage, Al aska, testified in support of HB 78. She
t hanked Representative Westlake and Elizabeth Rexford for
putting forward HB 78 in support of Indigenous Peoples Day. She
disclosed that for the past few years there has been a
grassroots effort around the state to recognize the anmazing
contributions of Alaska's diverse indigenous people. She
di sclosed that both the governor of Alaska and the mayor of
Anchorage have recognized |ndigenous Peoples Day over the past
several years and noted that the proclamations occurred wth
great fanfare at the First Alaskans Institute Elders and Youth
Conference. She set forth that HB 78 is incredibly inportant as
a way for people to feel a connection between Al aska and
Al aska's native peopl e.

3:46:41 PM

CONSTANCE MUNRO, Advocate, Alaska Native Sisterhood Canmp 2,
Juneau, Al aska, testified in support of HB 78. She said HB 78
will recognize the thousands of years of native Al askans

culture, history and contributions that they gave to all the
peopl e.

3:50: 15 PM

KATHERI NE HOPE, Advocate, Alaska Native Sisterhood Canp 2,
Juneau, Al aska, testified in support of HB 78. She shared
stories of her Tlingit heritage and noted their enphasis in
treating people equally.

3:52:19 PM

ANNE FULLER, Advocate, Al aska Native Sisterhood - dacier Valley
Camp 70, Juneau, Al aska, testified in support of HB 78. She said
through history the original people of Al aska have welconed
newconers and HB 78 offers the state and current residents an
opportunity to honor native Al askan peopl e.
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3:53: 01 PM

E.J. DAVID, representing self, Anchorage, Al aska, testified in
support of HB 78. He asserted that |ndi genous Peoples Day should
have been done a long tinme ago out of respect to the indigenous
peopl es of Al aska.

3:55:41 PM

SHAWN ARNOLD, Superintendent, None Public Schools, None, Al aska,
testified in support of HB 78. He set forth that |ndigenous
Peopl es Day recogni zes and cel ebrates the heritage of indigenous
peopl es throughout the Anmericas as well as the history and
contribution of Al aska natives. He asserted that recognition of
| ndi genous Peoples Day is a matter of respect. He remarked that
recogni zi ng | ndi genous Peoples Day in Cctober of 2015 nade sense
to the None Public Schools because over 80 percent of its
students are of Alaska native heritage. He disclosed that the
None Public Schools was the second school district to recognize
| ndi genous Peopl es Day after Fairbanks. He opined that changing
the second Monday in October from Colunbus Day to |ndigenous
Peoples Day would better reflect the state's conmmunities and a
true, accurate account of the history of indigenous people
beginning long before Christopher Colunbus sailed, which is
necessary to set the historical record straight and to respect
the traditional cultures and |anguages of Al aska's indigenous
peopl e.

3:57:32 PM

YATI BAEY EVANS, Alaska Native Education Director, Fairbanks
North Star Borough School District, Fairbanks, Al aska, testified
in support of HB 78. She disclosed that an |ndi genous Peoples
Day resolution was first passed in 2015 by the Fairbanks North
Star Borough School District. She said the school district's
resolution began its process through a group of concerned
Al askan-native parents that recognized a need for students and
the community to have a positive attribute to look up to and to
see all the contributions of the people that represent Al aska
over thousands of years. She set forth that Al aska's indigenous
people have contributed to the state's <culture, structure,
econony, and society. She asserted that by acknow edging the
i ndi genous people, Alaska wll create a positive precedence
which will further enhance multi-cultural connections and help
propel the state's comunities forward.

3:59:18 PM
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CHAI R DUNLEAVY announced that invited testinmony is concluded for
the day. He asked Representative Wstlake if HB 78 woul d repl ace
Col unbus Day wi th I ndi genous Peopl es Day.

REPRESENTATI VE WESTLAKE answered that |ndigenous Peoples Day
woul d be inclusive of Colunbus Day. He asserted that Alaska's
nati ve people have never been exclusive, and their tradition
wi Il proudly continue.

CHAI R DUNLEAVY thanked Representative Westlake and noted that
his previous comment essentially says there is room enough on
the specified day in Cctober for indigenous people.

REPRESENTATI VE WESTLAKE asserted that there is room "For all of
US. mn

4:00: 14 PM
CHAI R DUNLEAVY held HB 78 in commttee for future consideration.

4:00: 39 PM

There being no further business to conme before the commttee
Chair Dunleavy adjourned the Senate State Affairs Commttee at
4:00 p. m
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